
We’re putting our 
best feet forward. 
Six thousand times.

Justine Yang, a 2020 graduate of Cedar Falls High School, wrote this 
statement as part of her application for the McGregor scholarship, 
which she was awarded. The McGregor Scholarship is managed by Iowa 
Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired (IESBVI) and was 
set up on behalf of Eudora F. McGregor for college-bound Iowa students 
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Inside – Sign up for our 
free fall Zoom series 
on helping your child 
succeed during COVID.

Getting the hang of it

When your football 
season is canceled 
due to COVID-19, the 

fighting Bobcats don’t get 
discouraged; they find a new 
fall sport! For the first time in 
history, ISD has a boys cross 
country team. 

“They are motivated, as this 
is a new challenge in the face 
of losing football, which is 
important to the identity of ISD,” 
said coach Bryce Hendricks, 
who also serves as the school’s 
assistant principal. 

The six-member team 
scheduled six 

meets this 
year, all on 
weekdays 
so students 
can spend 
weekends 

with their 
families. 

Iowa School for the Deaf high school English students like senior Austin 
Stage from Clinton, Iowa are enjoying free reading time in new, donated 
hammocks this fall. Students choose their own book and tie their own 
hammocks onto posts of the football field outdoor picnic shelter. They 
can spread out, enjoy the weather and a good read. The students were 
nervous about using a hammock for the first time, but soon got into the 
swing of things.

One mile is about 2,000 
steps. High School cross 
country teams run 3.1 miles 
in one meet. 

Is your senior ready for the world? 
Got a student or child who might not yet be ready 
for the independent world after graduation? 
Consider 4PLUS! 

Iowa School for the Deaf 
provides the state’s only 

transition program exclusively  
for students who are deaf or 
hard of hearing. 

For more than 15 years, dozens of students 

their own high schools. 

 free • dorm living • get a job • go to college

choose to enroll into this free, IEP-based 
program after completing graduation credits at 

Find out more about ISD’s 4PLUS program at 
ISD’s website here or email: 
lvitera@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.  
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https://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/across-iowa/statewide-services-programs/4plus-transition/


Click HERE to see the work of Holste, Schroeder and honorable 
mention winners. Click HERE to see the Nipper siblings’ work. Or 
visit iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/prowler to catch up with this and 
other news.   

Cherished  friend, employee 
and role model Scott Miller 
died Sept. 11. Scott worked in 

the boys dorm at Iowa School for the 
Deaf twice, the first time for 11 years. 
He was just two months shy of his 
new five-year work anniversary when 
he suffered a series of strokes and 
died in his home state of Indiana.

Remembering 
Scott

Scott E. Miller
June 12, 1959 – Sept. 11, 2020

Image caption can go here. Image caption can go here. Image caption can go here.

Students win national; local awards 
Nationally
A national literary competition for students who are deaf or hard of 
hearing awarded first and second places to Iowa School for the Deaf 
students last school year.

Now a senior, then junior Damien Holste of Underwood earned 
first place in the high school poetry division with his piece, “T-Rex.” 
sophomore Holly Schroeder of Council Bluffs earned second place 
with her poem, entered when she was a freshman, “Life = Art.”  

Locally
Every spring, the Council Bluffs Optimist Clubs judge local 
submissions and produce the literary magazine, The Write Touch, 
featuring the best work of Council Bluffs middle school and high school 
students.

The spring of 2020, ISD students who earned a spot in the magazine 
were Sterlyn Aragon (now a junior, from Sergeant Bluff), TJ Nipper 
(now a senior from Council Bluffs) and Kali Nipper (now a sophomore 
from Council Bluffs). Aragon’s work, “Earth Eye,” is featured here.

As an 8th grader, Holste also won the national 
middle school poetry competition.

Holste Schroeder

Aragon Earth Eye

K. Nipper T. Nipper

Scott earned a bachelor of science 
degree from Gallaudet 
University, and aside from Iowa, he 
worked at schools for the deaf in 
Indiana, Missouri and Tennessee. 
Not only did he nurture and tutor the 
boys in his care, but also encouraged 
staff who were in his American Sign 
Language classes. 

Scott responded to a request to share why he enjoyed his work. 
He expressed the following sentiment:

”I love helping students set and reach their goals and to be 
successful after ISD. I want them to function normally as 
hearing people do in the world. I went through hardships in the 
world and I always worry about deaf and hard of hearing 
students. Always educate yourselves for your entire life. You 
must keep learning. 

“Also, Charlie the dog says ‘hi.’”
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• Identify extra challenges virtual learning brings     
  to students who are deaf or hard of hearing
• Identify strategies to help your child and student be    
  successful in the pandemic educational environment

Especially for: Iowa parents and those who work in 
Iowa’s educational setting with children who are deaf 
or hard of hearing

It’s not parenting; 
it’s quality control!

For the isolated 
educational 
interpreter 

or supervisor 
who evaluates 

The free American Sign Language 
classes offered by Iowa School 
for the Deaf this fall had so many 
registrations, there are more than 
100 people on a waiting list until 
more instructors are secured.

With the popular response, the 
focus is currently on parents 

Need a hand with interpreter challenges? 
ISD offers free on-site or virtual consultation, evals, more

Presenters:  • Area Education Agencies of Iowa 
• Family & Educator Partnership

• Iowa Dept. of Education • Iowa School for the Deaf 

FREE! Two 90-minute Zoom sessions
Tuesdays, Oct. 20 & 27 •6.30 - 8 p.m.

Register HERE or contact 
chiser@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org
Deadline: Oct. 16

355 register for  free ASL classes from ISD

interpreters, Iowa School for the 
Deaf offers free resources to 
maintain or raise interpreter skills.

“We have data from a recent 
study (Cates & Delkamiller, 
in press) that shows sign 
language interpreter quality 
directly affects student 
learning,”  said Deb Cates, Ph.D., 

sign language program coordinator 
at ISD. 

On-site or virtual workshops, 
observations and/or evaluations 
are part of the range of services 
ISD currently provides for Iowa 
school districts which employ sign 
language interpreters. Professional 
development and mentoring 
services are also available. As a 
statewide resource for schools, ISD 
provides these services without 
charge.

Dr. Cates reminds interpreters 
and school administrators that 
all individuals who perform sign 
language interpretation or cued 
speech transliteration are required 
to hold an Iowa license and earn 40 
hours of continuing education units 
every two years. Interpreters holding 
temporary licenses are required to 
have a licensed interpreter mentor. 

Contact Dr. Cates at dcates@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org for more 
details on assistance with school sign 
language interpreters. 

until there are more instructors, 
said Brent Welsch, sign language 
teacher at ISD. 

Welsch is coordinating eight weekly 
classes with almost 90 participants. 
Classes meet for an hour each week 
and are held Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays. 

Some of individuals who initially 
registered for the ASL offering 
were referred to community ASL 
resources because they were not 
immediate family members with 
connections to a deaf or hard of 
hearing child living in Iowa.
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Addy Warrior, 2nd grader from 
Greenfield,  proudly displays  
homemade slime she made in 
the girls dorm. 

Young students living in the 
dorms have balanced time for 
organized activities as well as 
creative play. 

ISD has again earned 
accreditation from the 
Conference of Educational 
Administrators of programs 
and Schools for the Deaf. A 
rigorous self-study, numerous 
stakeholder surveys and two 
days of site visits was involved 
in the process.  

Thanks to all who were involved 
in the work. 

A bag kite helps 3rd grader 
Phoebe Lickliter from Council 
Bluffs understand the wind, 
which can be a puzzling 
concept since we can feel it, 
but not see it. “The kites are 
something families can do at 
home to continue the lesson,” 
said teacher Megan Rang. 

The science principle is part of 
the Iowa Essential Elements 
for Students with Special 
Needs. 

Sublime slimeNational accreditation DO try this at home

Happening around campus

3501 Harry Langdon Blvd
Council Bluffs, IA  51503

Contact us:
712.366.0571
Video Phone: 712.796.0025 
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org

What’s Inside
New sport for Bobcats

Fall parent series

School interpreter resources

Students national winners
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