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ISD is a pretty smart spot these days. 
The campus will host a conference 
academic competition in November, 
and a regional competition in 
February.

The weekend of 
Nov. 3-5, the 
campus will 
first raise its 
IQ level a few 
notches, as the 
Great Plains 
Schools for the 
Deaf triathletes 
compete on our 
campus. 

The traditional team academic quiz 
bowl and its partner, the oratorical 
contest, became a triathlon in 2013 
when American Sign Language 
competition was added. 

The ASL bowl features poetry, 
handshape stories and storytelling 
which are performed and judged. 

It’s the smart spot
Campus hosts two academic competitions

Our triathlon 
contestants

Aside from Iowa, other schools 
for the deaf competing will be 
Arkansas, New Mexico, Wisconsin, 

Missouri, Minnesota, Kansas and 
Oklahoma. 

All are welcome 
to watch the 
competitions, 
beginning with 
the oratorical 
presentations 
Friday at 8.15 

a.m. in the Lied 
Multipurpose 

Complex gym. With 
the exception of the ASL 

contest (which will be held 
in the auditorium), all oratorical and 
academic competitions will be held in 
the LMC. 

After the academic bowl’s 
championship round on Saturday, the 
ASL contest will follow. Contestants 
will be on their way home Sunday 
morning. See inside for schedule. n

At this year’s Great Plains Schools 
for the Deaf Academic Triathlon, 
Iowa School for the Deaf will be 
represented by the following students. 
Read more about the triathlon at right. 

The strengt
h 

of Team Steph!

Academic Team: Sadie Kindt, Erica 
Bloomhall, Cory Jacobson, Maddie 
Healy. Alternate: Brendan Vinsonhaler.

Oratorical Team: Damien Holste, 
Jesse Dalley, Nate Weigel, Sadie 
Kindt.

ASL Team: Damien Holste, Layne 
Guerrero, Autumn Winter. 

Saturday, Nov. 11 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Lied Multipurpose Complex
Get a jump on holiday shopping!
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GPSD Academic Triathlon schedule 

We’re social! 

Facebook is out- Instagram is in! (It’s 
okay, we still use Facebook. Thumbs 
up, smiley face.) Thanks to the ISD 
student council, we now have a 
presence on that platform, too! Get the 
students’ perspective of everyday ISD 
and follow@isdstuco  

Get Tweets from the ISD athletic 
department: @ISDBobcatSports 

Keep up with us on Facebook! 
Like us at: 

1.
2.
3.

ISDOFFICIALPAGE   

EXTENDEDLEARNING-
PROGRAMOFIOWA
ISUPPORTDEAFED
(Northeast Regional Academy)   

There are two “official” Iowa School 
for the Deaf YouTube accounts. The 
first is for signed stories from the pre-
school, Bobcat News and other school 
videos. The second is for sports and 
events streaming. 

1.
2.

 Iowa School for the Deaf

ISDstream Isd 
    (case sensitive)

School/activities calendar, program 
descriptions, staff contact information, 
campus tour, job openings and more 
are available at the website:
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

      5th Annual GPSD Triathlon Competition 
 

Thursday, November 2nd, 2017 

3:00 – 5:00 pm Registration/Dorm Assignment Cafeteria  

5:30 – 6:30 pm Dinner Cafeteria  

6:30 – 9:30 pm Social Night Teen Center and Auditorium  

7:00 – 9:00 pm Coaches Meeting LMC Classroom 

9:30 pm Dorm  

 

Friday, November 3rd, 2017 

6:30 – 7:30 am Breakfast Cafeteria 

8:00 am Oratorical contestants check in LMC Gym 

8:15 – 9:45 am Division 1 Oratorical Competition LMC Gym 

9:45 – 10:00 am Break  

10:00 – 11:30 am Division 2 Oratorical Competition LMC Gym 

11:30 – 1:00 pm Lunch Cafeteria 

1:00pm - 4:45 pm Academic Bowl Matches 1-5 *See Academic Bowl Schedule  

5:00 - 6:30 pm Dinner  Cafeteria  

6:30 - 8:45 pm  Academic Bowl Matches 6-9 *See Academic Bowl Schedule  

8:45 pm  Dorm   

  

Saturday, November 4th, 2017 

7:30 - 8:30 am Breakfast Cafeteria 

8:30 - 10:00 am Academic Bowl Matches 9-10 *See Academic Bowl Schedule 

10:30 - 11:15 am 3rd-4th place match   LMC Gym  

11:15 - 12:30 pm Championship Matches LMC Gym  

12:30 - 1:30 pm lunch  cafeteria  

2:00 pm ASL Bowl  Auditorium  

5:15 pm Awards Banquet  cafeteria  

6:45 pm ASL theme for 2017-18  

7:00 - 10:00 pm social   

20 schools, 300 bodies on campus, 
60 volunteers needed. 

After GPSD, ISD will turn its attention to hosting the 
Midwest Academic Bowl in February. Can you help? 
Please contact nsmith@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.



  Around campus

ISD’s school    
  health council  
   will again      
   host a tailgate    
  party Nov. 21 
with traditional 

Tissue can be tough
Lizbet Vaca (pictured at right)
worked with classmate 
Cristian Lopez Rodriguez to 
engineer a strong rope of toilet 
paper in Megan Jones’ class.   

A feather for all
Students in art teacher 
Sarah Wiberg’s class this 
trimester designed feathers. 
When grouped together, 
they make mighty wings. 
She photographed each 
student in front of the 
wings, like junior Dillon 
Burdick (pictured below).  

The toilet tissue theory 
does hold water!

Oct./Nov. 
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School health 
council to host 
tailgate party

tailgate lunch and 
activities to follow. 

ISD holds this activity on the last 
day before Thanksgiving break, 
which is the week before the 
annual Iowa vs. Nebraska game. 
Staff and students who are fans 
of either team usually wear team 
colors to declare their loyalty.
Other plans the health council 
has this year includes food 
sampling and educational booths 
during lunch time. A monthly 
newsletter featuring recipes and 
healthy tips is being considered. 
Council members are student 
life and educational staff as 
well as student representatives.

Friendly Frankenstein 
reminded elementary 
students to reject drugs during 
this year’s Red Ribbon Week. See 
the ISD Facebook page for photos 
of all decorated doors. This one is 
from Julie Holland’s classroom. 

Video news is back
Leave it to the dorm students and 
staff to produce another great 
recap of school events- complete 
with captions! See their latest 
Bobcat News HERE. While on 
the ISD YouTube site, check out 
their videos from last year, too! 

Future life saver
Above is senior Elizabet Topete, 
who is taking health science 
classes at the Council Bluffs 
Schools’ Tucker Center. If Topete 
stays on this track, she can be a 
certified nursing assistant at the 
end of third trimester. 

English class rolls with it
Megan Minatra’s freshman English 
class celebrated the scary season 
by writing stories and presenting 
them in class. She added a twist 
by having Henry Zlando (pictured 
below) and his classmates roll a die 
four times to determine characters, 
time, location and conflict of their 
stories. 

Narrow focus
At right, 7th grader Holly 
Schroeder pays close attention to 
the flower she is engineering in 
metals class.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEK_lkz4C0Q&feature=youtu.be
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Both tasty treats and 
“inside information” 
were served up at the 

Charles City Northeast Regional 
Academy the evening of 
Sept. 28. The ISD staff 

of five (two interpreters, 
two teachers of the deaf and 

regional director Jay Colsch,  
who is a shared position 
between ISD & IESBVI) hosted 
the event, which featured ice 
cream, socialization and the 
opportunity to “learn a little 
bit about services provided 
through our regional program,” 
said Colsch. 

Colsch stated, “Although 
turnout was small, we were able 
to raise awareness about the 
Northeast Regional Academy by 
providing some current and retired 
educators a glimpse of the deaf 
education classroom. This led to 
healthy conversations about our 
purpose for establishing regional 
classrooms and our collaborative 
efforts to expand the continuum of 
services to students who are deaf 
or hard of hearing in Northeast 
Iowa.”

The day the elementary went ‘quackers’ 
ISD participated in the international Read for the Record event Oct. 19. 
Quackers, by Liz Wong, was the book selected this year. ISD school 
associate Ty Kerger, who can often be found in the libraries, signed 
the story in American Sign Language for the children. Classrooms 
participated in Quackers-themed lessons and other activities throughout 
the day.
Read for the Record began 10 years ago to address early literacy and 
language skills for every child. It is a program of Jumpstart, a national 
organization focusing on preparing every American child to be prepared 
for success as he or she enters kindergarten. 

2 million
people read 
Quackers Oct. 19. 

Click HERE to see 
Quackers in ASL. Or 
scan this:   

Academy 
dishes out 

the good stuff 
at open house

How does a school for the deaf 
create and use a fight song? Quite well, 
as demonstrated by ISD high school students at this year’s 
homecoming pep rally. According to student council 
sponsor Jen Herzog, the fight song creation replaced the class 
murals during spirit week. Former Gallaudet cheerleader 
Renca Dunn, who now works locally at Deaf Missions, helped 
the students. “We plan that this will be a song that is passed 
along from year to year,” Herzog said. 

 Click HERE for a video and explanation of the new song!

Seniors Darby  
Baker and Alondra 
Regalado present 
the first public 
performance 
of the ISD 
fight song. The 
song pits Can’t 
vs. Deaf Can 
with Can being 
the winner, as 
Bobcats demonstrate pride 
and confidence.

Click HERE for 
an updated NERA 
brochure.

more 
good stuff

Catch up with 
NERA news on 
their Facebook 
page (click).

https://youtu.be/9hegQRmuT70
https://photos.google.com/share/AF1QipNEN8d7NOsdoPooRqEOXgi3wwBtF_zjcpOGyC1_PdIKMHl8jXzn2kJT4RP3obaKrg?key=MHd0WVBmWWt5MjlMU2w3c3MwXzVfRmdZM2ZqeHJ3
https://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/NERA-Pamphlet-3.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/isupportdeafed/?ref=br_rs
https://www.facebook.com/isupportdeafed/?ref=br_rs
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Brent Welsch, ISD’s football coach, offered the following wrap-
up of his season. Bobcat Football went 2-5 in the 2017 season, a     
 season filled with some highs and some lows.  Our two victories   
  were against long-time rivals, Missouri and Minnesota. We beat  
  Missouri on a rainy Homecoming afternoon, 76-54, and finished  
   the season with the snow-covered field victory over Minnesota,             
    60-46. 

Oct. 28 was a history-making day 
for ISD sports. It was the first time 
the Bobcats defeated Minnesota 
both in volleyball and football on 
the same day. The games were 
held on Minnesota State Academy 
for the Deaf’s campus.

According to Coach Welsch, 
former athletic director Dan 
Gradoville said these teams 
used to travel to GPSD schools 
on separate days, and started 
combining trips when Mark Murray 
started coaching football and 
Karen Lechner started coaching 
volleyball.

Volleyball recap
Coach Karen Lechner states the team’s final record was 2-15, with a 
highlight of winning against Minnesota School for the Deaf. (The first 
time the team defeated Minnesota was last fall. Lechner can now say 
ISD beat them twice in her 23 years of coaching). 

“The girls showed improvement is areas of serving, and team 
play,” she said. Lechner thanks assistant coach Katrina Landolt for 
sharing her experience and knowledge of volleyball during the season. 
Lechner also stated she will miss her seniors: Kelsey Lachin, Emily 
Lachin, Autumn Winter, Elizabeth Nanninga and Mama Sharal.

Football summary

Our losses were by margins we’d rather forget, and in most 
of them, with a turnover margin that gave the coaches 
sleepless nights trying to figure out a solution. 

 
Layne Guerrero led the team in many categories, including 
rushing yards and total offensive yardage, and defensive     
tackles and quarterback sacks. Even though we went 2-5, this 
was a much better year than my past two seasons 
as the coach, as we set a higher bar on offense with total 
points and total offense, as well as defense with the number 
of total tackles. We lose two seniors, including Layne, but the 
underclassmen gives us much hope for next year.

“With or without 
capes they 

certainly are 
super!”

– Ty Thornock, assistant 
principal, commenting 
on the elementary staff’s 
Halloween apparel.
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Boys Club members made 
Frankensteins from wooden 
blocks during their Oct. 23 

meeting. 

The boys had fun with the project 
but also learned important skills 
like sanding, drilling, painting the 
faces and adding those adorable 
googly eyes. Before the end of the 
project, they added bolts on each 
side of Frankenstein’s neck. Fi-
nally, they completed their project 
by putting clear spray paint on the 
heads. 

It’s a Wonder
Between 40 and 60 ISD high 
school students and staff 
will be in for a treat when 
they see a captioned show-
ing of the movie, Wonder.  
The group will go to the 
Council Bluffs AMC Theaters 
the morning of Nov. 17 (an 
early dismissal day) and see 
on the big screen the same 
story that four of the ISD 
English classes read this 
fall. See story at left.
In Megan Minatra’s class, 
not only did students talk 
about their families and 
studied family photos to see 
which traits they inherited, 
but she taught them the use 
of Punnet Squares to predict 
outcomes, such as the prob-
ability of traits and genes 
being inherited, just like the 
main character. 

The cool part about Frankenstein?
He had hair!

Julie Holland, who has 
organized Boys Club for 
many years, said the proj-

Levi Kruse (left) and 
Aiden Gaines might feel 
like Victor Frankenstein 
after creating  their 
own monsters.  

The following summaries are from stories submitted by student
reporters in Roxie Stevens’ current events class. 

Students who contributed 
to this article include Shayla 
Dobias, Paul Coffin, Henry 
Zlando, and Ryenne Frieze.

ect is good because the boys learn 
how to use tools and also how 
to work together during the con-
struction of the project. They also 
learned how to follow the directions 
when reading about spraying the 
clear coat. 

Levi Kruse, an Iowa School for the 
Deaf Boys Club member, said he 
liked drilling the best. Levi used 
problem solving because he did 
not have a partner to hold his block 
during drilling. He used cement 
blocks to hold the piece in place. 
Member Aiden Gaines said he 
liked using the wrench to tighten 
bolts on Frankenstein’s neck.

Students Damien Holste, Henry Zlando, 
Paul Coffin and Austin Stage (pictured) 
read the book, Wonder, in teacher 

Megan Minatra’s class. The book is about a 
boy who has a severely disfigured face. This 
inspired the foursome to learn about genetic 
and facial traits. 

Facing reality

“Mrs. Minatra is very good about explaining things and making them 
easier to understand,” said Coffin. “I love learning about facial 
recognition.”  Kodee Krauel was the reporter for this article.

ene decided she will never have children 
because there is a 1/4 chance that they will 
have the same facial deformity as her brother, 
August. To better understand the complex 
chapters about genetics and punnet squares, 
students used mirrors to look at different 
traits that were passed down by their parents. 
We looked at ear shape and if their earlobes 
were attached or unattached, the shape of 
their eyebrows, lips, faces, and noses. When 
we were looking at ourselves, we pulled up 
family pictures to see who students looked 
like more -  mom or dad. Some students even 
had pictures of other family members like 
aunts or cousins who they looked more like. 
Students then could discuss how some basic 
genes were passed down from both parents 
and why each person is a mix of two people. 
They also seemed to understand why the sister 
would not want to have children after we 
practiced punnet squares seeing that each time 
she would become pregnant, there was a 25% 
chance each child would have a facial deformi-
ty.

Our kids 
are thankful

First/Second grade teacher 
Katrina Landolt submitted these 
notes of thanks from her 
students:

Neil is thankful for his house, 
family, grandparents, and dogs. 

Lincoln is thankful for cats. 

Joel is thankful for his parents, 
dogs and being able to travel.

Owen is thankful for his 
family, school and dorm. 

Jordan is thankful for his mom 
and his sister. 

Devlin is thankful to be happy.
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Congratulations to Iowa 
Educational Services for the Blind 

Aubree Dunn and Jam
es 

Cheek officially open
 the 

new library.  

Big changes under 
one superintendent 
Carol Berg Grant (pictured at left) 
and Susie Berg Saltavore (right) 
reminisce with ISD retiree/alumnae/
volunteer museum curator Shirley 
Hicks at a visit to ISD in early 
October. The Bergs lived on campus 
while their father, Lloyd Berg, served 
as superintendent from 1936-1964.

n Welcome Carla 
Hiser, who began 
working as a 
school assistant in 
November.

Maximum enrollment for each 
class is 15 students; 78 initial 
registrations were received. 
Among those interested were 
employees at public schools 
who work with d/hhstudents, 
parents and other family 
members of d/hh students, 
community members who are 
d/hh and a few members of the 
general public who want to be 
able to use what they learn to 
better serve individuals who 
sign in the community.  
“We hope those enrolled will 
gain an appreciation for the 
beauty and intricacy of not only 
ASL, but Deaf culture and those 
who are part of it as well,” she 
said.

Classes are in held in person, 
once weekly, from 6-7 p.m. on 
either Mondays or Tuesdays. 
Classes will last 10 weeks. In 
January, two new sections will 
begin and will also run for 10 
weeks. n

Academy sign class a hit!

Both classes so far have 
already shown incredible 
enthusiasm for getting 

out of their comfort zones and 
trying something totally new,” 
said Hannah Ginther, regarding 
the response to American 
Sign Language classes she 
and coworker Jessie Menchak 
teach at the Northeast Regional 
Academy (NERA) in Charles 
City.  Ginther and  Menchak are 
ISD staff and teachers of the 
deaf at NERA.
Ginther writes: Two free 
American Sign Language 
classes kicked off Oct. 9. 
Each class is held in a voice-
off setting, but no prior ASL 
experience is necessary. 
Topics include: basic ASL 
vocabulary, structure and 
grammar; Deaf culture notes, 
differences between ASL 
as a language/other manual 
communication systems and 
dialogue practice. 

“

and VIsually Impaired (IESBVI) 
which opened a professional library 
and also holds the state’s American 
Printing House for the Blind. The 
library was moved from its former 
location at the Iowa Braille and 
Sight Saving School in Vinton. 

In lieu of a ribbon cutting, a 
brailled paper banner was torn. 
Attendees were able to learn 
about the library’s services and 
get familiar with the teaching 
materials. 

Some 
major 
changes 
under 
Berg’s 
tenure:

n cessation of Saturday vocational 
classes
n quit farming the fields and instead 
began share cropping
n To save energy during WWII, 
the school skipped a month for two 
years and held school on Saturdays 
(October through April 30).
n Campus houses on the south side 
were built.

n Careers building, elementary, staff 
apartments were built.

n School housed local residents 
during the flood of 1952.
n Fall of 1951, local students were 
no longer required to live in the 
dorms.
n Cemetery graves were relocated 
to a spot in front of Careers.
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201710 smiley faces from Homecoming 
J Student Council started an 
Instagram account and encouraged 
followers to post to a special weekend 
hashtag.

J Nationally known deaf perfor-
mance artist Rosa Lee Timm per-
formed on the Thursday night before 
homecoming and also hosted student 
workshops on Homecoming Friday.

J Spirit murals were out, but a 
school song was in.

J About 10 students who are not 
enrolled at ISD, and are deaf or hard-
of-hearing, joined our high schoolers 
for the weekend of fun.

J Part of that fun weekend included 
chuckin’ pumpkins as far as possible 
into the practice football field.

J Loretta Derby and Roy Chapman 
were inducted into the Hall of Fame.

J Autumn Winter and Layne 
Guerrero are homecoming 
king and queen.

J Instead of a 
convertible, the royal 
couple was presented 
in a golf cart. They 
were introduced at 
half-time. In the past, 
they were introduced 
before the game. 

J We won the 
football game! 

J In lieu of a 
dance, activities 
were offered at the 
LMC.

2017 Homecoming courtJ


