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mental blocksISD part of ASL 
research 

The Bots members Brittany Adame, Gaines and Yepez- Morales meet every Wednesday during lunch.

New room is sensational!

Students in Megan Jones’ 1st and 
2nd grades and Katrina Landolt’s 
kindergarten are participants in 
a national study called,”Finger-
spelling Our Way to Reading” 
sponsored by the National Center 
on Literacy and Deafness and the 
University of Colorado.

Continued on next page

and math (STEM) within school-
age children. 

ISD elementary and middle school 
teachers Kate Kasal and Vicki 
Prigeon lead the group through 
their the daunting challenge of 

ISD Bots are judged in four areas:
1. Robot design – Kasal said the team will understand the differences in programming 
and coding even more by next fall and be able to explain the process more fully 
during the judges’ interview.

2. Research project – With the Animal Allies theme, the Bots chose to research the 
use of guide dogs for people who are deaf or hearing impaired. They wrote a public 
service announcement that helped people understand these dogs have been trained 
and can go into restaurants, even if they don’t have certification documents. 

3. Core values of First LEGO League – see next page for details of this interview-
based aspect.

4. Robot games – This is the pit match which reflects how well the team navigates a 
task/solve a problem with limited time and resources.

when toys become thoughtful play

Never, ever, ever give up is a fitting 
motto for ISD 4th graders Aidan 
Gaines and Eric Yepez-Morales. It 

took them 18 tries to locate the sweet 
spot for their LEGO robot to start a 
successful mission during a trial run. 

Through the test, neither boy lacked 
perseverance or laughter- there 
were giggles and smiles nearly each 
of the 17 times their robot, built with 
LEGO blocks and accessories, ran 
into trouble. 

Gaines and Morales-Yepez are 
part of ISD’s four-member First 
LEGO League (FLL) team which 
formed this fall. FLL has become 
popular throughout the world, 
encouraging enthusiasm about 
science, technology, engineering 

The study’s purpose is to
learn more about teaching and 
improving early literacy skills to 
children who are deaf or hard of 
hearing, using the Fingerspelling 
Our Way to Reading curriculum
this school year. 

About 200 children in 18 schools 
are participating. Teachers are 
provided materials and lesson 
plans to implement three times a 
week. 

Landolt’s class is the treatment 
group assigned to the finger-
spelling curriculum. Jones’ group 
is the control group. n
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continued from frontmental blocks
participating in local competition 
last December, with no team 
experience and just a few months 
to prepare. 

The Bots had to register their 
team, order and build their robots, 
become familiar with FLL rules, 
learn about programming and get 
ready to compete.

As the day grew closer, this 
dedicated crew ate lunch in Kasal’s 
classroom every day to prepare 
to compete under the 2016/2017 
theme, Animal Allies. 

Teams order materials based on 
the theme. This year, the team built 
LEGO pigs, bats, flamingos and 
other animals, which ultimately 
were involved in challenges such 
as the robot moving a pig into a 
fenced area. 

The Bots built their robot to 
resemble a vehicle with a 
u-shaped bar on one end which 
can raise and lower over an object 
and scoop or push it to wherever 
the missions dictate. 

The team works on a licensed 4’ 
x 8’ paper sheet featuring grids, 
landmarks and graphics to carry 
out the theme. It is backed with 
plywood, and is the playing field 
for The Bots to practice missions, 

which in competition are also 
known as pit matches or robot 
games.

During matches, The Bots need 
to complete as many successful 
missions in 2-1/2 minutes as 
possible. Robots are also not 
allowed to touch the sides of 
the playing field table (think of 
a large tray with 2” sides. Three 
pit matches are held for each 
team and two teams compete on 
the same field, separate sides, 
simultaneously. 

Kasal noted her team learned an 
important lesson from other teams 
during their first competition this 
fall. ISD Bots were programming 
their robots to perform the entire 
series of missions without returning 
to their home base, which involved 
more difficulty than was necessary. 
Now, the Bots program each 
mission separately, rather than a 
non-stop series, which reduces 
their troubleshooting time.

The pit matches (called “robot 
games” by FLL) are just one 
of four aspects judged. Refer 
to front page this issue. Core 
values established by FLL are 
also assessed by the judges, 
including how the students function 
as a team, sportsmanship and a 
term coined by FLL: coopertition. 
Essentially, it means all teams 
should work together and share 
what they’ve learned, while 
maintaining a sense of healthy 
competition. n

Yepez-Morales and Gaines 
(pictured here with Kate Kasal)
are the youngest team members. 
Brittany Adame is a 6th grader 
and Jessie Murphy  is in 8th 
grade.

What they are saying
“I try to help the younger 
members focus on our 
project, and sometimes 
remind our team we have 
to cooperate together- you 
can’t do whatever you 
want. My favorite part is 
the cooperation- and when 
our group works together 
to do our best.” 
     – Brittany Adame
              Bots Team member

“Seeing the team work 
independently was 
amazing. It proves they can 
do anything.”
 – Vicki Prigeon
    Bots Team Coach

As part of the competition, The Bots present their research on guide dogs for people who are deaf.
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Free Deaf 
Cultural 

Celebration 
weekend
April 21 - 23 

Tell your family, tell your friends. 
Tell your family’s friends, and 

your friends’ families!

Missed registration? 
If you didn’t get registered by April 14, the good news is you can 
still attend, but you will be on your own for meals. You will sign 
in at events.

For information, contact Dr. Deb Cates: 
dcates@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

carnival • guest speakers • panelists • hands-on workshops • 
activities • art show • tours • comedy shows • resources • more!

Soup is served – 4PLUS students 
learned to make soup as part of their 

learning about making meals on a budget. 
This led to a soup-off, where seven 

broth-based or cream-based soups were 
prepared. Winner was the cream cheese 

potato with bread bowl, prepared by 
Jonathon Fredericksen and Sam Jacobs. 
4PLUS student Zach McMurray explains to Supt. 
Steve Gettel how he and soup chef partner Sarah 

Boury made homemade tomato soup. 

What the World Gains from Optimism

The annual Optimist 
International Foundation 
oratorical contests finished 

at Iowa School for the Deaf this 
spring. The contests involve 
writing an essay and then 
presenting it first in class. Class 
winners advance to the all-

school competitions. This year’s 
theme is, “What the World Gains 
from Optimism.” More than 2000 
Optimist Clubs across the world 
participate and sponsor the event 
in their hometowns, and more 
than $150,000 is awarded in 
scholarships across the globe. 

Besides the contest for ISD, the 
Iowa Communication Contest for 
Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing students 
is also held (ICCDHH). Students 
from mainstream schools as well as 
ISD are able to compete.
ISD Oratorical Contest
Division I1st place ($250 scholarship): 
Jesse Dalley • 2nd place: Johnathan Wilke 
• 3rd place: Nathan Weigel  Division  II1st 
place ($500 scholarship): Alondra Regalado 
• 2nd: Madison Healy • 3rd place: Shayla 
Dobias

ICCDHH Contest
Junior Division1st place (gold medallion): 
Nathan Weigel • 2nd place (silver 
medallion): Johnathan Wilke • 3rd place 
(bronze medallion): Jesse Dalley
Senior Division
1st place ($2,500 scholarship): Alondra 
Regalado • 2nd place: ($1,500 scholarship): 
Madison Healy • 3rd place: (bronze 
medallion): Darby Baker

Among the contestants were
Top photo, left to right: 
Jesse Dalley, Damien Holste, 
Johnathan Wilke, Austin 
Stage, Nathan Weigel.

Lower photo, left to right:
Darby Baker,  Shayla Dobias, 
Alondra Regalado, Hannah 
Kohl, Madison Healy.
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Congratulations to senior Lizzy Van Camp who was recognized at the Council Bluffs 
school board meeting in March for her work as a student in the CB school district’s 
HOSA (health occupation careers) program. In addition to her core classes at ISD, Lizzy 
mainstreams at the program. She is planning a career in nursing.

Join us May 3 from 11.30 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. in the LMC. Tickets are 

$50 each; table sponsorship 
is $500. You won’t be 

disappointed! 

Please RSVP by this 
Friday, April 21.

Possibility. That’s what you will give ISD students by contributing to and/
or attending this year’s ISD Foundation fundraiser.

Among the future possibilities for funding are technology for the 
science center, a new challenge area for physical education classes 
and the ISD First LEGO League.

Your contribution of any amount is tax deductible and 
goes toward making these possibilities realities. 
Please consider attending the luncheon to learn more about ISD’s 
unique programming and to support our students attending college.

Newbies get a hold on wrestling 
“I wish they had another year left of middle school so I 
could coach them again,” said Lewis Central middle school 
wrestling coach Chris Williams. Although this was the first 
time any of the four ISD 8th graders had taken on the sport, 
Williams said they were all hard workers who improved a lot 
over the season. He also said it was particularly satisfying 
when the boys would earn their first wins.

“The biggest challenge was communicating during 
matches,” he said. “I would yell out and the interpreter 
would roam around the mat trying to get their attention. 
Wrestling, being a one-on-one sport, means if you take your 
eyes off your opponent, you are going to get scored on. 
A lot of time it was just them with very little help from the 
coaches, which is tough if you have never wrestled before.”

Williams said practice was easier when coaches could 
demonstrate moves one-on-one and “we used ‘thumbs up/
down,” Williams said.

ISD residential counselors Julie Baker and Brad Kruse 
facilitated communication for the boys.

ISD wrestling weights: Damien Holste:  

106 lbs; Austin Stage: 117 lbs; Paul 

Coffin: 98 lbs; and Jonathan Sanchez 

(not pictured):147 lbs.

Turn possibilities into realities on May 3 

For more information, please 
contact the ISD Foundation 
click email cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org or call 
712.366.3213.

Great company, 
great food, 

great cause!
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Roxie Stevens’ government classes toured the Iowa Capitol 
in March. They were impressed by the intricate details and 
craftmanship (“Cool” and “wow” were commonly signed 
throughout the tour.) and also entertained by the warmth 
produced by marble and metal heaters, cleverly disguised as 
tables throughout the building. The group signed The Pledge of 
Allegiance in front of the House of Representatives. Julie Baker 
and Jay Haar worked with the students to prep the for the quick 
presentation.  Left to right: Ben Brakke, Tommy Naumann, 
Cory Jacobson and Cheyenne Borem.

‘Pretty cool’ 
building getswarm reception

Iowa School 
for the Deaf’s 
students are 

I Am. First 
Responder. 
Around the World 
in 5 Days. 
Got you curious? These are the 
themes of Iowa School for the Deaf’s 
three summer camps in June and 
July. Registration for these camps 
is open through May 15. Cost is 
just $50 for this all-week sleepover 
camp, and scholarship are available 
for those who otherwise could not 
attend.

We welcome preschool through 
those who will be seniors in high 
school fall, 2017. It doesn’t matter 
if you only talk, sign, or prefer a mix 
of both. You’ll be right at home 
among other kids who are 
excited to meet you and have a 
week you’ll be remembering all 
year long!

Information is on ISD’s website 
(click here). Check in for details 
on themes, dates and adventures 
waiting for you!

Camps are a mix of kids who both mainstream at public schools and attend Iowa School for the Deaf. Find your friends here!

Bus drill is May 10 
Mark your calendars – The second mandatory 
emergency transportation evacuation drill 
of the year will be held May 10 at 2:35 p.m. A 
brief video will be shown followed by a quick 
drill of safe exit procedures for students. 
Please plan accordingly.

The latest edition of The Bobcat News 
is online! This edition features captions. 
Click here to watch this recent show 
created and produced by the dormitory 

students and 
staff. See 
past shows at 
the Youtube 
channel while 
you are there! 

http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/statewide-opportunities/extended-learning/summer-camp/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QC-VnIf6K0Y
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Staff News

ISD staff – Share your news! 
Did you recently complete 
a college program? Attend 
a conference? Have a 
change in your family? Send 
your remarkable employee 
news to cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

Congratulations to Ty 
Thornock (assistant 
principal) and his wife, 
Laura, who became parents 

     

Congratulations to Diane 
Knigge (health center) 
and her husband, Bob, on 
becoming new grandparents 
to Olivia Jeanne Bryant. 
Olivia was born Feb. 28 to 
Melissa and Darrin Bryant 
of Olathe, Kan. She was two 
weeks early, and weighed 
7 lb, 4 oz. and was 19 1/2 
inches long. 

Regents meet on campus 
The Board of Regents, State of Iowa, will meet on the campus of Iowa 
School for the Deaf Wednesday and Thursday, April 19 and 20.

Throughout the year, the Regents take turns meeting at the four edu-
cational entities which they govern: ISD & Iowa Educational Services 
for Blind and Visually Impaired, University of Northern Iowa, Iowa State 
University and The University of Iowa. Click here for April’s agenda.
Wednesday, April 19, 1 p.m.
LMC Community Room
Dr. Deb Cates, ISD sign language program coordinator, will present to 
the academic and student affairs committee. Her topic will be “Statewide 
Services for Parents, Teachers and Interpreters of Deaf Children.”
Thursday, April 20
LMC Community Room  Agenda item #7 of 13 items
Supt. Steve Gettel will report on ISD and IESBVI programs in the 
institutional officials reports.  
Thursday, April 20
LMC Gym
During lunch (by invitation only) Regents awards to an ISD professional 
and scientific staff and to an ISD faculty member.
Thursday, April 20
LMC Community Room Agenda item #12 of 13 items
During the institutional presentations, ISD staff Rebecca Gaw, Julie Hol-
land, Sara Planck, Megan Rang and Abigail Swartz will present informa-
tion on ISD’s students who have physical and cognitive needs in addition 
to hearing loss. The faculty will explain approaches in supporting these 
extra special students. n 

Congratulations to sophomore Kodee 
Krauel who has earned the honor of Eagle 
Scout. Krauel is a member of Council 

Bluffs Troop 5. 

For his Eagle Scout project, he made donation 
boxes and rabbit hutches for Camp Fontanelle in 
Nebraska.

According to ISD historian, alumnus and retir-
ee Jerry Siders, the last ISD student known to 
become an Eagle Scout was Siders himself, in 
1959. Other ISD students who achieved this rank 
before Siders include Jerry Taylor and Merle 
Taylor.

Krauel said a ceremony is planned for him later 
this spring, and he hopes ISD students and staff 
will attend. n

Takoda (Kodee) 
Krauel, of Carter 
Lake, started as 
a Cub Scout and 
worked his way to 
Boy Scout.

to Brian 
Thomas 
on March 
15. Brian 
weighed 7 
lbs, 14 oz., 
and was 

21 inches long. Brian’s 
siblings and ages are Emma, 
14; Ethan, 13; Joseph, 10; 
Abigail 8; and Bethany, 6.

More news, 
videos and 
photos at

Click here.

http://www.iowaregents.edu/meetings/past-meeting-agendas/april-19-20-2017/
https://www.facebook.com/ISDOFFICIALPAGE/


When the bulb turns on.
 And off. And on, again.

Students in Ashley 
Villaverde’s geometry 
class had an out-of-class 
experience in the old gym while 
studying “similarity triangles with 
proportional sides by using mirror 
method and photo method.” 
According to Villaverde, the goal of 
the lesson was for students to realize 
geometry and similarity triangles do 
apply to real life. 

Celebrating Dr. Seuss’s 
birthday in March was the ISD 
elementary school. Guest readers 
throughout their day captured the 
attention of both students and staff. 
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After his class fram
ed in their sample 

walls, Gradoville led ISD home maintenance 

students through home wiring basics. 

If teachers’ largest rewards are when “the lightbulb turns 
on” as a student grasps a concept, then home maintenance 
class instructor Dan Gradoville has one of the most satisfying 
careers on record.

Gradoville works with this high school class until the bulbs in 
their circuit are connected correctly and illuminate with a flip 
of a switch. Additionally, students built their own frames (at 
left), then attached drywall, learned to mud and sand the wall. 

This is the first year ISD has offered the course, which 
was also held first trimester. Those students framed in a 
bathroom ready for a toilet, shower and sink. Gradoville said 
the goal is for students to learn some basic do-it-yourself 
techniques so they understand the components to their future 
home’s plumbing and wiring. Ultimately, they may be able 
to complete expensive repairs on their own, without hiring 
outside help. 

See the ISD Facebook page for more photos and videos. n

Buddha’s temple 
experiment
In 2013, reports high school science 
teacher Kristen Newton, student DJ 
Meyer held the record for most nails 
for this experiment– 42.

This spring, the record was broken 
twice- first by Shayla Dobias with 43 
nails and then by Michael 
Bennett with 44 nails.

Newton said the experiment’s goal is 
understanding forces of mass man-
agement.  

Biology student Josh 
Catron was introduced 
to dissecting frogs this 
month. According to teacher Kristen 
Newton, a recent conversation between 
her and Catron went down like this:
Catron: (Standing, looking at bucket of 
frogs) Newton, what do I do?
Newton: Pick one up and put it on your 
dissection tray. 
Catron: How?
Newton: With your hand; you have a 
glove on.
Catron: I have to touch it?!

“And now you know why the first day of 
dissection is only measuring the frog,” 
said Newton.

Classroom snapshots
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Our egg adventure


