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A reception to honor ISD’s seven 
employees who have or will retire 
this spring will be held

Monday, May 23
2–4 p.m.

ISD cafeteria.

First deaf student at state 
 Junior Lizzy Van Camp 

broke new ground this 
spring for students 

Seven retire 
from ISD 

who are deaf or hard of 
hearing.

Through the student 
health organization, 
HOSA-Future Health 
Professionals, she 
competed against other 
high school students 
across the state, the first 
student who is deaf in 
Iowa to do so.

She researched, 
studied and made two 
presentations in front of 
judges: one focused on 
medical photography, the other on 
behavioral health. 

The latter earned her third place 
in the state and the opportunity to 
advance to national competition 
in Nashville, Tenn. to be held 
this June. Her team, based 
out of Council Bluffs School’s 
Tucker Career Center, will not be 
participating this year. Van Camp 
has her fingers crossed she can 
earn another spot on the national 
team next year.

Van Camp, who is from Des Moines, 
earned first aid and CPR certification 
through healthcare classes at 
the Tucker Center. She hopes to 
become a certified nursing assistant 
by next fall, all in preparation for a 
healthcare career.

But which career? She has 
narrowed it down to sonography, 
nursing, surgical technician or a 
physical therapy assistant, possibly 
attending Clarkson College in 
Omaha after graduation next 
spring. n

And that’s not all.  Van Camp has blazed other important trails 
for herself this year. As a student who is mainstreaming part of the 
school day at Lewis Central, she often chooses to have lunch with the 
Titans for more social interaction. She signs and uses her voice. “I told 
my friend (at Lewis Central), ‘Just because I am deaf does not mean 
you need to be loud!’” Now her friend takes American Sign Language 
classes at ISD so these two new buddies can better communicate in 
the noisy cafeteria.

ISD high school student Lizzy Van Camp is jump-starting her future in healthcare.
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Step on it! In May, ISD’s school health council 
hosted separate obstacle course challenges for elementary 

Employee news 

Student highlights 
Senior Sam Jacobs was honored at 
a Council Bluffs Rotary event for his 
academic performance, service to 
school and community activities. 

Jacobs also received a scholarship 
from the Council Bluffs Masons.

and high school students as part of the Live Healthy Iowa Kids state 
wellness program. May’s activities were associated with the program’s 
Go the Distance Day event. Enjoying the course at right is fifth grader 
Roberto Hernandez who is assisted by Dee Willer.

Iowa schools are invited to apply for $100 mini grants to supplement 
their wellness programs, and health center nurse Dee Willer has secured 
this funding. This spring, her work also earned ISD an additional $50 
gift card from Hy-Vee. The money supported a 10-week healthy eating 
challenge and presentations on wellness topics (see last issue of The 
Bobcat).  

Warning! 
A lot of emails are 
coming your way! 

ISD Foundation is joining 
Omaha Gives! this year. These 24 
hours of online giving start at midnight, 
May 25. If you can’t get online May 25, 
you can preschedule a donation.

Meaningful gifts to help our students 
grow start as little as $10, and every 
donation is tax deductible.

To gain momentum and awareness of 
the day, ISD family and friends will be 
receiving emails prior to the event as 
well as several on May 25. 

Want to take a look at the ISD 
Foundation profile? Schedule a 
donation? Click HERE or go to 
omahagives!24.org. Thank you 
for considering supporting the ISD 
Foundation.

$10 can buy tactile books or 
batteries for sensory toys in the 
deafblind classroom •  $25 means 
a transition student can purchase a 
required uniform for a first-time job
• $50 can buy parts for our metals 
technology student projects • $100 
goes a long way towards a student’s 
required college textbook  

High school teacher, Jeanette Watson 
and her husband, Chuck, have a fifth 
grandchild, Clara Nicole Watson. 
Clara was born April 25 at 5:16 p.m, 
weighing 8 pounds, 13 ounces and 
was 22 inches long. Clara’s parents 
are Phillip and Katie (Salvo) Watson 
from Council Bluffs. 

Teams are forming now for the 14th annual ISD 
booster club golf tournament, held June 25 this 
year at Fox Run. Cost is $90/person or $280/
team.   Contact Coach Karen Lechner:
              402-616-7816 voice/text
      klechner@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org
      coachkvb@yahoo.com

Kris Maxwell (IT) and his wife, Tonja, 
celebrated the graduation of their 
son, Cody, from South Dakota State 
University this month. Cody earned a 
doctorate of pharmacy degree.

LeeAnne Bradley (high school 
teacher) and Denise Ryan 
(accountant) were honored as 
exemplary employees by the Iowa 
Board of Regents in late April. 

School guidance counselor Jane 
Gradoville will be honored with an 
award from the Council Bluffs Rotary 
later this month.

Junior DeAnnette (Annie) White’s  
poem, “Hard of Hearing” earned 
her publication in the Council Bluffs’ 
schools/Optimist literary magazine, 
The Write Touch. See last issue of the 
ISD Bobcat for White’s work. Left to 
right: Nancy Pietrzak (interpreter), Jeanette 
Watson (White’s teacher), White, Rebecca 
Gaw (principal).

Senior Stephanie Perez was awarded 
a scholarship from The Nelson Family 
Foundation during the Sound Futures 
fundraiser lunch in early May. 

Employee News

https://www.omahagives24.org
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Five 4PLUS (ISD’s transition 
department) students 
attended the national Deaf 

Grassroots Movement (DGM) held 
locally in Des Moines May 4.  

Student DeMarcus Thomas noted 
DGM promotes awareness about 
inequality of individuals who are 
deaf nationwide. Specifically, the 
inequalities may include not having 
access to communication at public 
places such as the workplace, 
company meetings (without 
interpreters), limited closed 
captioning in media, no access to 
ramps for those who are deafblind 
and some hospitals not providing 
interpreters without also offering 
options. 

Student Shannon Clingenpeel and 
Thomas said they appreciated the 
many speeches made at DGM. 
One talk was given by Wendy 

Students reflect on local movement

4PLUS students at the 
state Deaf Grassroots 
Movement in Des Moines.

Rustad, who teaches in the 4PLUS 
program and is a graduate of ISD. 
Rustad provided a history of ISD.
Thomas said one speech that 
influenced him addressed the 
importance of voting. 
“When they (legislators) get letters 
of complaint, they will search our 
names on computers to see if we 
are registered to vote in order for 
them to address the complaints... 
If we are not registered, they can’t 
help us. Having our voices heard 
is really important for our Deaf 
Community,” he said.

1. Ashley Vera explores the Henry 
Doorly Zoo Lied Jungle during a field 
trip.

2. David Gonzalez enjoys vibrations 
from the blender during cooking 
class. The students made strawberry 
smoothies. 

3. Izzy Schon and classmates from 
the deafblind classroom visited the 
campus greenhouse every day during 
their seeds and plants unit. 

Classroom 
snaps 

End of year events
n Monday, May 23 
Retiree reception, 2-4 p.m. cafeteria

n Tuesday, May 24 
Memorial Service/Ice Cream Social
2.15 p.m.: Staff not assigned 
to students can get ice cream
2.15 p.m.: Elem to memorial site/
program
2.30 p.m.: Elem to ice cream
2.30 p.m.: MS/HS/4PLUS to memorial 
site/program
2.45 p.m.: MS/HS/4PLUS kids to ice 
cream

n Wednesday, May 25 
Senior outing
ISD Foundation’s OmahaGives!

n Thursday, May 26 
Awards in the LMC
10.30 a.m.: HS athletics
1 p.m.: HS honors

n Friday, May 27 
Graduation
10.30 a.m., LMC

n May 30 - 31: NO SCHOOL

n Wednesday, June 1 
Elem/Middle School track and field 
day

n Friday, June 3  
PreK-8th grade honors program 
9.30 a.m., LMC
Students dismissed at 11.30 a.m.

1.

2.

3.
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A plan 
for play

 Early estimates are 
that the Sound Futures 
fundraiser luncheon, 
sponsored by the ISD 
Foundation, will profit 
more than $9,000! Money 
will be used for student 
college scholarships as 
well as for the general 
foundation. Thanks to all 
who accommodated the 
event in the middle of the 
school day! 

The LeRette family shared 
their experiences of living with 
Austin’s autism and myriad 
medical challenges. 

Celebrate the Class 
of ‘16 by attending 
commencement Friday, 
May 27 at 10.30 a.m. in the 
Lied Multipurpose Complex. 
Guest speaker is former 
ISD teacher Susan Trucano. 
Reception following in the 
community room.

Civic-minded middle school 
students from ISD will visit a 
nearby playground May 20 

in response to a local campaign to 
spruce up aging playgrounds. 

The students will choose leaders, who 
will guide their teams to think of ways 
to improve the playground. Points of 
consideration will be safety issues, 
wear and tear and possible additions 
to the playground. 

Leadership will be practiced as the 
group works together, listens to all 
ideas, discusses and comes to an 
agreement. The class will be led by 
Carol Amos.


