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And the time capsule wants its 
history back.

Anticipation built in the LMC 
Community Room on the Friday 
before homecoming. What would the 
24”x46”x24” wooden box hold from a 
decade past?

This trunk had been carefully crafted 
by woods teacher Dan Gradoville to 
hold time treasures deposited during 
ISD’s sesquicentennial  celebration 
in 2005. Items were locked into the 
wooden chest and it was kept in the 
ISD Museum, waiting another 10 
years to reveal its contents.

Shirley Hicks, alumnae, retiree and 
ISD volunteer historian, unlocked the 
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Calm in a crisis
 What if we are outside?” 

“What if we are in the 
bathroom?” ISD students 

Feedback from the drill is being used 
to find any weak areas in the plan. 
Continual drills will strengthen the 
response process. 

“The primary focus of the training (in 
a lockdown situation) will be finding a 
safe place to hide and to wait for the 
official ‘all clear’ before leaving their 
safe place,” said Rebecca Gaw, ISD 
principal. 

2005 called...
“
put thought into questions as they 
received crisis training in early 
November.

Although predicting every possible 
scenario that could threaten our 
students’ safety is impossible, 
practicing responses and talking 
through “what if” situations 
provides a basis for plans in 
response to many possibilities.

High school and middle school 
students and ISD staff took 
part in group crisis training 
during late October and early 
November; elementary students 
have discussions and training in 
the classrooms. 

Attendees learn that most 
dangerous situations will fall into 
one of four response categories, 
according to the Standard 
Response Protocol (SRP) which 
many schools around the country 
are adopting. (The SRP guidelines 
are included in this newsletter.) 
n Lockdown 
n Lockout 
n Evacuate
n Shelter

ISD works with local emergency 
response departments, who review 
its plans and provide feedback. 
A drill was held Nov. 10, planned 
by the ISD safety committee. 

“What will you do?” asks high school 
teacher Bryce Hendricks of his small 
group during student crisis training. 
Lower left, Cole Gwin (4PLUS) and 
Max Villagomez (senior) focus on 
what-if scenarios. 

A bewildered Shirley 

Hicks finds a surprise 

in the 2005 time 
capsule. 
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In September, The US 
Department of the Interior paid 
for 43 ISD students to charter a 
bus to the Homestead National 
Monument of America, near 
Beatrice, Neb. Students took part 
in a guided walk, a constitutional 
Day program and a naturalization 
ceremony. Above, Autumn Winter 
and Elizabet Topete sign “The Star-
Spangled Banner.”

$1,000
Weaving from yesteryear was 
observed by 4th and 5th graders 
this fall during a trip to Carstens 
1880s Farmstead. The field trip 
complemented the class lessons of 
pioneer life. 

Class notes

A rain forest diorama was 
constructed by Tina Murdoch’s 
reading class.

The Nov. 14 Bobcat Boutique 
saw record numbers of shoppers 
(more than 430) and vendors (48).  
Attendance and vendors have grown 
steadily since the event began in 
2011.

This fundraiser benefits the Class of 
2016, which has run the event since 
its beginning. They help vendors 
unload and load, sell entrance tickets, 
and assist with every imaginable 
situation that crops up during the day. 

Continued from front

small padlock and opened the box to find... just one letter. It was a note from 
Kollin Leland, a student at ISD in 2005, addressed to himself. Hicks couldn’t 
believe it, wondering where the other student letters, drawings, school 
publications and artifacts had gone. 
The good-natured audience wondered and giggled with Hicks, and a few 
students brought up items to submit for the new time capsule. Hicks is 
accepting donations for the time capsule through the end of the school 
year. Items may be brought or sent to the administration building, marked 
“Time Capsule.” n  

Seniors Austin Gaines and Dalton Rosch go to great heights to set up Jeanette Watson’s quilt booth.

Teachers buy a lot of classroom 
supplies out of their own pocket. 
Recognizing this, Wal-Mart has set 
up a program to recognize a different 
school in the community each year, 
and award 20 gift cards of $50 each to 
be used for supplies or class snacks. 
This year was ISD’s turn.

Principal Rebecca Gaw had the 
challenge of deciding a fair way to 
distribute the gift cards. She decided 
every extra activity with which a 

“I am very proud of all of 
them and I wish we could 
have recognized everyone.”
  – Principal Rebecca Gaw

LeeAnn Bradley
Beth Chadwick
Dan Gradoville
Bryce Hendricks
Jen Herzog
Julie Holland

Since the crowds have grown over the 
years, it’s a good thing the senior class 
has more than doubled in four years 
as well. Eighteen seniors will walk 
across the stage in June. 

teacher is associated would earn them 
the same number of times their name 
was entered into the drawing. 

Although only one gift card was given 
per teacher, Gaw stated she often 
had to draw other names since some 
faculty names kept being pulled 
due to their myriad involvement in 
extracurricular activities and events. 

Megan Jones
Kate Kasal
Karen Lechner
Jan Loverin
Vicki Prigeon
Roxie Stevens

Teachers awarded gift cards: 
(continued on next page)



n Charles City interpreter Michelle 
Nobel married Sawyer Schulz Oct. 
17 in Riceville, Iowa. The couple 
lives in Northwood, Iowa. Michelle 
has changed her last name to 
Schulz.

n Nyle Smith who retired from 
ISD last May as dean of students, 
is now the ISD athletic director and 
boys’ basketball coach. 

n David Arteaga 
began working 
as a cook in 
October. Arteaga 
graduated from 
ISD in 2005.

Employee news 

Vicki Prigeon’s work-based 
learning class is putting 
principles like following 

directions, categorizing and 
stocking shelves into practice as 
volunteers at the Heartland Hope 
Mission in Omaha once a week.

    This non-denominational  
    charity provides food, clothing 
    and personal hygiene supplies   
    for eligible clients, which are
    usually the working poor, said
    Prigeon.  
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Senior Steven Joh
nson 

knows his bre
ad. 

 The five ISD students (all    
male, by coincidence) were  
interviewed by Heartland’s 
volunteer coordinator and 
“hired.” The boys also hang 
clothing and help in the back 
room.  

Back at ISD, the students are 
learning banking and budgeting 
skills, using Christmas shopping 
and senior class activities as 
examples. 

Charitable work is their mission

Beth Chadwick reads through 
the guidelines of Walmart’s 
gift card to teachers program. 

Among other activities, Chadwick is 
yearbook sponsor, class sponsor, 
student council sponsor, volleyball 
and has been assistant track coach. 

ISD weather policy
Please refer to the letter you received earlier this year. 

This article is only a brief recap of weather-related school closure policy.

School closings/late starts/early dismissals due to weather may be 
viewed on local television stations WOWT (Channel 6) and KMTV 
(Channel 3).

Weather-related school cancellation – School Messenger will announce school 
closings. The ISD Facebook page and website will also carry the information. All 
grade levels are included in the cancellation of school. Dormitory students will stay 
in the dormitory, with dormitory staff. (No classes held.) Don’t bring your children to 
school. No ISD bus routes will run. Classes will be made up at a later date. 

Two-hour late start– Buses will pick up the students two hours later than regularly 
scheduled bus times. Parents who drop off students should arrive two hours later 
than their regular drop-off time.

Weather-related early dismissal – Parents will be notified by telephone and 
School Messenger if students will be sent home early. Please keep us informed of 
your current telephone number. If you cannot be reached by phone prior to an early 
dismissal, your child/children will be kept at school. Parents will then be responsible 
for picking up their child/children.

If you have any questions, please call the transportation department:
712-366-3241.  

Tricia Tighe
Scott Versch
Jeanette Watson
Kristi Wills

Jane Gradoville
Donna Houston
Sue Miles
Ann Thiessen

Gift cards, continued from prior page
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The Homecoming Day Poker Run 
participants endured wind and 
chilly temperatures to socialize, 
enjoy a ride and raise money for 
the ISD Foundation.

A check for $100 was received 
from the poker run participants, 
who will celebrate their 10th year 
of the homecoming run in 2016. 
Thank you to:
   Michael Friesen
   Roy Scherling
   Nick Metteer
   Stacie Metteer
   Julie Meyer
   Joey Meyer
   Dick Metteer, Sr.
   Willie Miller
   Amanda Ford n

They ride again

“I’m really pleased with the outcome,” 
said ISD volleyball coach Karen Lechner. She and assistant 
coach Beth Chadwick led this year’s team to 3rd place at the 
Great Plains Schools for the Deaf tournament, and ended with 
a 12–13 record. This was the first time New Mexico School 
for the Deaf hosted GPSD. It was also the first time many ISD 

Lady Bobcats experienced their 
first trip on an airplane. 

Contact the school 
offices with questions 

about ISD crisis 
management 
procedures. 

Let’s all do 
our part

ISD wants to communicate with 
parents in the event of a crisis. 
When you sign up for School 
Messenger, you can choose to 
receive messages to your phone 
or email. Non-crisis messages (this 
does not include weather-related 
closings) will only be sent after 
school hours. 

Sign up for School Messenger

n  High/Middle school parents: 
click HERE.
n  Elementary school parents: 
click HERE.

Katie Brown, Kelsey Lachin and 
Madison Healy get attentive on the 
Roadrunner court in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.

mailto:jsmith%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
mailto:rmcgruder%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=


I'm thankful for .. . 

Sharing 
Our students Express their gratitude

Wishing you a Happy Thanksgiving!

Mom

MoneyPie

My Big House

That I get to play

– Ali, 9 years old

– Chaleaha, 10 years old

– Nathan, 9 years 

– Roberto, 11 years old
– Aiden, 9 years 

School
– Eric, 8 years old

Corn & BreaD– Ashley, 8 years 

Tu
rk

ey
–K

yn
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, 9

 y
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rs

thanks

Puppies
– Britany, 10 years old

Friends
– Holly, 11 years old

Art & Legos
– Karina, 11 years old
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Three words for 
ISD’s football 

season
submitted by First-year 
coach Brent Welsch who was 
assisted by Danny Case

Three words epitomized 
the 2015 Bobcat 
Football season: 

injuries, numbers and rules. 
The team started with 11 
players, and ended the 
season with nine, with 
injuries being the main 
culprit. With the fluctuation 
in numbers, the Bobcats 
started out playing 8-man 
football, and went to playing 
6-man football using 8-man 
rules, with one game 
(Missouri) being a true 6-man 
game. 

The changes in the type of 
game being played, along 
with implementing a new 
offensive and defensive 
approach, made for quite an 
interesting season. Almost 
every week saw practices 
zeroing in on a different set 
of rules than the previous 
week. The Bobcats finished 
1-6.  The true winning came 
in the fashion of sticking 
it out, which the team did 
despite all the adversity it 
faced. n

Thank you, ISD kitchen staff, for 
preparing a Thanksgiving lunch for 

all students and staff. 

Let’s feast!

Nov. 2015
Join us in 

the ISD cafeteria for a
complimentary, traditional meal

Tuesday, Nov. 24
 11:15 a.m.: Elementary 
students/faculty & staff

11:30 a.m.: Student life, 
administration, powerhouse, 

grounds, other staff 
11:45 a.m.: High school 

students, faculty and staff
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 Current event class student  submissions

Andre Witherspoon, Masta 
Mulemba and Jose Ureste, 
observed the preschool class.

Sara Planck’s students, Jaylee, 
Jaden, Lily, and Neil, worked on 
an interesting project in Cindy 
LeMaster’s art class. The students  
go to art class every day for 20 
minutes.

Students in Roxie Stevens’ class reported on activities happening in two classrooms. 

Never too young 
for art

Submitted by 
these guys

The students learned about 
textures with various colors. The 
colors were brown, purple, red 
and blue. The purpose was to 
help the students see real colors 
and textures. They learned how to 
follow directions to make colorful 
textures. 

In time, the students will learn 
more complex art concepts. 

who visited this class

Yikes! What is the scariest 
movie of all time? 

Current events class 
students (Ana Rosa Torres, 
Andre Witherspoon, Emily 
Lachin, Jose Ureste and 
Masta Mulemba)
surveyed campus groups to 
learn just which movie gave 
them the most chills. 

The 38 responses are from 
faculty, interpreters, high 
school, middle school and 
4PLUS students.
 
Results

n Paranormal Activity 
    
n The Exorcist 

n Friday the 13th 

Seven students are in the ISD 
3rd/4th grade classroom, 
taught by Megan Jones. The 

students are learning how to save 
the Earth by participating in the 
Colorcycle Marker project. 

All colors of markers are accepted 
into the program, which is 
sponsored by Crayola. There are 
several drop off points around 
campus so everyone can participate 
in the project. 

Color them Earth-friendly 
Submitted by Ana Rosa 

Torres and Emily Lachin who 
reported on these students 
(one student not shown)

Aiden Gaines and Eric Yepez-Morales said after they collect dried 
markers, they send them in to be recycled. Other students can 
observe this class project and learn from it.
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Whiz kids 
at OSD

I f you could channel the 
brain power that existed at 
Oklahoma School for the 

Deaf in early November, you 
could build your own organic 
generator!

Iowa School for the Deaf 
sent its academic bowl team 
to participate in the annual 
Great Plains Schools for the 
Deaf event, which challenges 
students to respond to 
questions ranging from math 
and English to Deaf culture 
and current events. Each 
team works together to find 
the answer in a timed format. 

Our team’s final score 
was 3-4. The brains of the 
operation included Jaymee 
Keen, Austin Farr, Madison 
Healy, Ryan Stumbo, and 
Sarah Boury. The group was  
coached by ISD high school 
sign language teacher Bryce 
Hendricks and chaperoned 
by Amy Ivins from the dorm. 

Taryn Peterson will assist 
Hendricks next month, when 
the team travels to Ohio 
for another competition 
sponsored by Gallaudet 
University.  n

BB Briefs
2015/2016 ISD Bobcats 
basketball staff
Boys head coach: Nyle Smith
Assistant: Karen Lechner

Girls head coach: Dan Gradoville
Assistant: Beth Chadwick

The Bobcats’ first basketball 
game is at ISD on Monday, Nov. 
30 against Treynor. Girls start 
play at 6 p.m.; boys follow at 
7.30 p.m. 

Catch up-to-date sports 
changes on the ISD website 
calendar or on an additional 
sports-only website here.

Bobcat (/bäbˌkat/) n
Fierce mammal with 
fire in its eyes and 
fight in its game. 
Gives 100 percent on 
the field or court. 
See Iowa School for 
the Deaf athlete. 

Raking over 
his GOALS

Johnathan Crawford (right) learns 
differently than other 4th graders. 
Although neither he nor his 
classmates are completely blind in 
addition to their deafness, the loss 
of both senses complicates their 
comprehension.
Staff in the deafblind classroom 
work to bridge the world with their 
students. Too often, objects appear 
as if by magic in front of the students 
without a concept of, “Where did that 
come from? Where did it go?” 

“It’s all about concept building,”says 
Julie Holland, deafblind teacher 
at ISD. To teach the concept and 
vocabulary for trees, leaves and 
raking, students go outdoors, first 
tactually exploring tree trunks and 
bark, then feeling leaves attached to 
branches. 

By shaking a tree and feeling the 
leaves fall, the concept is formed 
that leaves pile up on the ground. 
Students feel the dry leaves and 

begin exploring the sensation of 
raking. 
Holland notes, “Our kids can’t 
learn through observation- they 
need to feel the process using real 
leaves and rakes. They’ve never 
experienced it before, so we use our 
whole body to communicate.”

After students feel how staff arms 
and legs move as they rake, they 
are ready to try it on their own. The 
students feel the rake’s teeth move 
across their hands as another 
tactual memory cue to help recall 
the sign, “rake.”

http://www.greatplainsschoolsforthedeafconference.org/g5-bin/client.cgi%3FG5genie%3D904%26school_id%3D2
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3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA  51503

Homecoming
2015 – King Austin Gaines and 
Queen Stephanie Perez were crowned 
at the pep rally. Alumni (Alicia Vargas, 
Bryiona (Brooks) Baird and Michael 
Baird and Jeremy Bates meet before 
the time capsule ceremony. The junior 
class guides their spirit mural into 
the LMC. Alumni organize their class 
signs in preparation to make a march 
around the football field. n


