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Not today’s 
common 

core
 

When ISD alumna Gwen 
Mix graduated from ISD 
in 1942, there was no 
common core curriculum. 
Aside from basic math, 
science and English, 
girls were required to 
learn various arts, like 
Gwen’s cross stitch 
sampler shown above. 
Mix donated the piece to 
the ISD Museum. Check 
the last page for her photo 
on a recent visit to Iowa 
School for the Deaf.

Bone-afide 
letters

Fourth grader Holly Schroeder 
just might think about junk 
food the next time she writes 
a thank you note for a birthday 
gift. 

Megan Jones’ class is learning 
there are parts to a friendly 
letter, including the heading 
and body.  A Bag of Bones 
Cheetos snack also includes 
heads and bodies to drive the 
point home in a tasty way. 

 

Jones said ISD elementary PE 
teacher Vicki Prigeon is also 
using the novelty Cheetos 
in her classes. Thank you 
to high school instructional 
coordinator Sue Purcell who 
found the fun Cheetos!

Holly Schoeder gets
“ahead” in her class on 
letter writing.

If Accelerated Reader (AR) coordinator Rhonda Matthew has her way, ISD 
principal Rebecca Gaw will have her back against the wall this spring. And 
the entire student body will be watching.

The elementary, middle school and high school students are challenged 
to pass 1,700 Accelerated Reader quizzes. If they do, they get to strap 
their school leader to a wall with rolls of duct tape. “So, when you have 
your students home, encourage them to ‘stick to it’ and read AR!” 
champions Matthew.

In the past, Gaw has encouraged her students to perform their best on 
achievement tests in unique ways. If students met established 
goals, she would dye her hair the color of their choice. 
She would kiss a pig. She made good on her promises. 
When the students fell short of meeting the pig goal, 
she worked out a deal that involved whipped cream.

                                     Continued inside

Because kissing a pig just wasn’t enough
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1. Earn an average of 80% 
or better on AR quizzes (All 
students) 2. Number of points 
earned in a trimester (Goal 
unique to each student) 
3. Average book level read 
(Goal unique to each student)

The 3-goal AR

Kissing a pig, continued

Middle school students have additional reading challenges and rewards 
this year, all outlined on this page. (Elementary students have incentives 
in their individual classrooms.)Those who achieve all three of their AR 
goals (see bottom of page) for that trimester can attend a party in the 
Teen Center.

And it gets even better! Any middle school student who earns 
the Teen Center party all three trimesters can ride in style to lunch- in a 
limousine! 

But wait, there’s more! Each trimester the first person to reach 
their three AR goals receives $5 cash. If an entire class reaches their 
trimester goals within two months of each trimester, they earn one free 
reading class. During free reading class, students can bring their music 
and electronics to class and no academic work is required, although “In 
the past, I have had an entire class sit and read during this time!” states 
Matthew. 

And did we mention? Students also have an ongoing “number 
of words read” line. As the student achieves milestones on the line, they 
receive prizes such as homework passes, permission to have pop in 
class, free time, etc.

All this, and the duct tape incentive, too! So don’t wait. 
Read, read, read today! Teachers and library aides are on duty now!

CHALLENGE

What is 
Accelerated Reader?
Accelerated Reader is 
a computerized reading 
management program 
designed to motivate 
readers and allow them to 
watch their growth. It is 
used throughout the United 
States at public schools as 
well as schools for the deaf.

It is a practice reading 
system. Students choose 
which books to read (in their 
guided reading level) and 
take computerized tests 
when they finish reading. 
This provides instant 
feedback for the child. The 
multiple- choice tests have 
comprehension and recall 
questions. 

ISD High school students (counter clockwise) Autumn Winter, Kelsey Lachin and Elizabet Topete. Are they being studious, or calculating AR points to reach the duct tape goal? 
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Extending the learning in Iowa
Submitted by Susan Rolinger

I am excited and proud to begin my work as the Director of      
   Extended Learning for Iowa School for the Deaf (ISD) and Iowa          
   Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired
  (IESBVI).

Rolinger’s first geographic 
focus area will be in AEA 267 
and Keystone AEA. The red 
dot indicates Charles City, the 
site of the regional academy 
opening in fall, 2015. 

Questions, suggestions or want 
to learn more about extended 
learning and the Northeast 
Regional Academy? 
Contact Susan: 
srolinger@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org
srolinger@iowa-braille.k12.ia.us
mobile phone: 515-782-3792

      
 As the mother of a 17-year-old profoundly deaf daughter,  
  I understand the challenges faced by children with sensory  
impairments and their families. After completing my master’s 
degree in counselor education, my professional focus shifted 

from mental health to family support. As a follow-up program 
coordinator for the state Early Hearing Detection and Intervention 
system of care, I came to appreciate how Iowa leads the nation in our 
newborn screening, diagnostic and early intervention efforts.

With support and commitment from the Board of Regents, State of 
Iowa, I hope to join the efforts of ISD, IESBVI, our Area Education 
Agencies and local school districts as Iowa becomes a leader in the 
education of our deaf and blind children. Regional academies are an 
integral part of this movement as Iowa sets the pace for other states 
to follow. My job will focus on coordinating learning experiences for 
students and their families which are based on the expanded core 
curriculum. Much will be offered out of our Northeast Regional 
Academy in Charles City, but our programming is part of a 
statewide system.

ISD loses longest living alumna 
Olivette Klinner, 
who was ISD’s 
oldest living former 
student, died Oct. 
3 in Decorah. 
She attended 
ISD until 1931. It 
wasn’t until 1932, 
however, when ISD 
began awarding 

graduation diplomas. In this photo, 
Klinner visited ISD to celebrate her 100th 
birthday in 2013, where she was awarded 
an honorary ISD diploma, and the Class 
of ‘13 chose to include her as part of their 
class. Those who met Klinner appreciated 
her quick smile, infectious laugh and 
recollections of her time on campus. 

Team 
places 3rd 
at GPSD

“I kept telling people, ‘Don’t underestimate 
the Bobcats,’” said ISD volleyball coach Kar-

en Lechner. “I told the team to play everything: 
point, serve, pass, set, spike, dig, everything!”  
ISD won against Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
and the two games against New Mexico to become 
third place winners of the Great Plains Schools 
for the Deaf 2014 Volleyball Tournament! More 
details from Coach K are on the ISD Facebook 

page. 
Remaining varsity volleyball 2014: 

n Oct. 15 vs Missouri, away, 8 p.m.
n Oct. 23 vs Illinois Deaf, 

away, 10 a.m.
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Staff news 
Susan Rolinger 
was hired as 
the Director 
of Extended 
Learning for 
ISD and Iowa 
Educational 

Services for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired in September.

Congratulations to Valerie 
Wendel-Filkins, school 
assistant, and her husband, 
Lyle, on the marriage of 
Lyle’s daughter,  Danielle 
Filkins. Danielle married Nate 
Johnstone Sept. 26. The couple 
lives in Omaha.

Congratulations to Anthony 
Maginity, residential counselor, 
on his marriage to Kelsey Abel 
Sept. 20.

Congratulations to Kristen 
Newton, high school science 
teacher, and her husband, Eric 
Alverio, on  the commendation
         received by 
         their son,  
         Rafe. He 
         received the 
         medal in Af-
         ghanistan and 
         has been 
overseas for eight months. The 
family hopes he is home for 
Thanksgiving.

Congratulations to Dave 
Slaughter, power house, on the 
marriage of his daughter, Ashley 
to Zachary Strevens. 
The couple was married Oct. 5 in 
Nebraska City, Neb. They live in 
Washington state where Ashley 
is a registered nurse; Zachary 
works with the Coast Guard.

Shoppers and vendors are invited to the annual Bobcat 
Boutique craft/artists/home businesses craft show Saturday, 
Nov. 8 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. in the Lied Multipurpose Complex 
of the Iowa School for the Deaf campus.

Get a jump on your holiday shopping! Past vendors 
have included jewelry, baked goods, ASL novelties, home-
based businesses (such as Pampered Chef) and more! 
Proceeds from admission and vendor booth rental benefit the 
class of 2016 and various children’s charities. 

Kids activities also on site!

For information on having a booth, contact Jen Herzog at 
jherzog@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org. Vendor form can be 
accessed HERE.

Get it in gear – ISD Power Drive student Austin Farr explains how 
to steer the class electric car to guest Justin Schultz at Edwards Full 
Throttle in Council Bluffs. ISD students were on hand at a chamber 
after hours event co-hosted by Edwards and Iowa School for the 
Deaf Foundation to showcase the car and let guests test drive. The 
speed demon of the day, however, was ISD’s own Cindy Schrum 
(photo on right), who works in administration. The event was held in 
Sept. 23.

Power Drive is seeking professional input on how to 
fabricate a fiberglass body for this year’s car. Contact 
teacher Scott Versch HERE if you know someone who 
might be willing to volunteer to guide the class through the 
process.

http://goo.gl/forms/4grtXJdHM4
mailto:sversch%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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*What is expanded core curriculum?

4PLUS has new faces 
and work places

Thirteen students are enrolled 
into the ISD 4PLUS transition-to-
work/transition-to-college program 
this fall. New students, who have 
not previously attended ISD, are 
Preston Cleveland, Josh Hoover 
and Austin LeRette. 

Who is going to college?
Five students attending college 
are: Jacob Bradley, Jillian Fuchs, 
Demarcus Thomas, Cleveland and 
LeRette.   

Where are they working?
Some students are working 
while attending college, some 
are working only and others are 
working on job placement. 

If you see these students in the 
community, please greet them with 
encouragement.

Bradley and Marianne Moore work 
at Pizza Ranch. Bradley also works 
as a lifeguard at ISD.
Thomas and Vince Fox are 
employees of Hy-Vee on Madison 
Avenue.

Andrea Anderson is employed at 
AMC Theater in Westroads.
Fuchs was recently hired at the 
local Kohl’s
LeRette and Hoover are gaining 
job skills in the ISD cafeteria. 
Cleveland is working at Blue 
Collar car lot in Council Bluffs.
Have a local contact that could 
lead to employment for 4PLUS 
and other Iowa School for the 
Deaf students? Contact 4PLUS 
at 712.366.3262.

New 4PLUS 
students are   
1. Preston 
Cleveland 2. 
Josh Hoover 
and 3. Austin 
LeRette.

1 2

3

The concept is simple: Color 
Flat Stanley, cut him out 
and send him to family and 
friends. Family and friends 
travel (or reside in locations far 
from students’ hometowns), 
photograph Flat Stanley in 
various destinations and send 
back information about his 
journey so schoolchildren can 
learn about life and places 
outside of their hometowns. 

LeeAnn Bradley’s class is 
enjoying their adventures with 
Flat Stanley. Carmita Wilson’s 
Flat Stanley visited St. Louis, 
where the little guy was seen 
trying to climb the arch. He was 
reportedly rescued by the local 
fire department and later took a 
swim at the local zoo. Bradley’s 
class learned St. Louis is about 
7 hours from ISD, is the home of 
the St. Louis Cardinals baseball 
team and the city is known for its 
toasted ravioli and butter cake.

Student 
Eric 
Derosier’s 
Flat 
Stanley 
made it 
to Fort 
Lupton, 

Col., about 7.5 hours from 
ISD. Derosier’s grandparents, 
who treated Flat Stanley to the 
trip, are featured with him in 
the above photo. The weather 
was about 75 degrees in mid-
September, when Stanley 
visited. 

Flat   
Stanley           
tours the    
country

Congratulations to Marcos Ibarra (Marshalltown, 
Iowa) and Brianna Vargo (Hawarden, 
Iowa) on becoming 
2014 Homecoming 
Royalty!

Sept. 2014
bobcat
Oct. 2014
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“We don’t learn 
by pictures or by 
Braille,” said Julie 
Holland, referring to her four 
students in the ISD deaf/
blind classroom. “Everything 
has to be learned tactilely.” 

In other words, her students 
have to feel objects to 
formulate concepts of them. 
Lots of objects. 

This is how her class reads. 
Staff make dozens of book 
boxes which contain the 
storybook, but also realistic 
objects from the story. A 

“All this stuff 
takes a lot of 

space.”
n Four children and 
four class assistants, a 
teacher and a nurse need 
room to learn.

n Each student has a 
station that contains 
tactile object cues to help 
him or her understand the 
schedule of the day. For 
most students, the station is 
much larger than a standard 
student desk.

n  There are sensory 
stations that help students 
explore objects using light, 
water and movement/
vibration.

n There aren’t just books, 
but book boxes with 
objects from the story to 
provide hands-on cues.

n Solution: Over the 
summer, two elementary 
classrooms were 
converted into one 
large deaf/blind 
classroom.

Thanks to the quick actions of ISD power plant 
worker Dave Slaughter, a small fire in the careers 
building on Sept. 11 was out before local firefighters 
arrived. The fire was in the southeast corner of the 
building, used for storage.

Damage was limited to parade materials used on 
the PTSSA parade float, and the garage door. The 
doors are working again and have a new coat of 
paint. The bobcat mascot, (held at left by Slaughter) 
often used for the PTSSA float, may not rise from 
the ashes.

For Kayla Satterfied, understanding the concept of an apple may start with feeling a real one, then building her own with the help of school assistant Darlene Case. 

book that mentions crayons and socks, for instance, will be in the story 
box for students to feel. Prior to exploring the story, the sock may be put 
on their feet, or the crayons may be used on paper to build the concepts 
of what the objects do.

But a Matchbox car won’t cut it.
Not just any object helps bridge the concept, however. Holland said 
they must be realistic, as the students do not associate symbols for the 
real thing. Take a miniature toy school bus, for example. For a deaf/
blind student, this does not provide the whole picture and will not be 
associated with a real bus. A better concept is a life-size seatbelt from the 
bus. It’s true-to-life; students will start to recognize the texture and shape. 
They will associate the seatbelt as a cue for the bus and anticipate that a 
bus ride is next.

Holland explains further by using an apple. The students first touch the 
smooth skin of the apple and explore its contour. They will be helped 

Continued on next page



to draw a shape of the apple, and 
learn the one-dimensional drawing 
is representing the real apple. The 
class will make apples with clay, 
add stems and seeds. They will 
taste the real apple. Eventually, the 
drawings of these apples will go into 
their experience books which are 
oversized, personal picture books. 
Later, the English word and sign will 
be added to the books. 

Where did that come from?  
Where did it go? Learning the 
beginning, middle and end
“It’s about providing access,” Holland 
said. “We need to take the students 
to these things.” She explained 
that too often, deaf/blind students 
sit at tables and wait. Suddenly, a 
box of objects “is just there” before 
them. How did it get there? Where 
did it go when the student finished 
with it? She and the four classroom 
teacher assistants strive to fill in 
those gaps by leading the children 
to the environment. “They don’t have 
access to incidental learning through 
their ears or eyes,” she said.
“We’re all about feeling the 
object, giving it a name, and then 
understanding its function by active 
learning,” said Holland. “We literally 
stop and smell the flowers by 
the greenhouse on the way to the 
cafeteria.” 

It’s not just about sight
Students in Holland’s room are 
considered to have low vision, 
are deaf and also have significant 
disabilities. They may have low 
muscle tone, or lack strong balance. 
Mobility is often compromised. 
“Most of our students are on a 
development level of a one-year-
old to four-year-old,” said Holland.  
And there is large variation within 
those levels. “While one student 
may have fine motor abilities of a 
four-year-old, the same student’s 
language abilities may resemble 
that of a one-year-old.”  

Continued on next page

Johnathan Crawford is motivated to look at a book with an umbrella because he is learning to pair the actual object with the book’s illustration. Melissa Seaman, school assistant, guides his understanding of the umbrella’s movement.

A few other 
secrets

n The state of Iowa hopes 
Iowa School for the Deaf deaf/
blind classroom will become a 
resource for the state.
n A black background can 
help students with low vision 
focus on objects of the lesson 
and reduce busy visual 
distractions in the classroom. 
“Otherwise, all the objects 
can get lost in space,” said 
Holland.

n Holland and teaching 
assistant Angela Boese have 
presented twice at the Iowa 

How does the staff keep up?
Holland’s first deaf/blind student 
was in her regular deaf education 
classroom six years ago. She has 
now been in a dedicated deaf/blind 
classroom for five years. 

“There are no teacher manuals to 
help us work with the students,” she 
said. Holland searches the internet, 
studying webinars and articles from 
the Perkins School for the Blind 
(the oldest school for the blind in 

the United States and where Anne 
Sullivan, Helen Keller’s teacher, 
attended) and researching other 
resources. 

Holland and most of the school 
assistants have taken training for 
the deaf/blind classroom from Utah 
State University, and work with the 
deaf/blind project of Iowa. Iowa 
consultants visit the classroom twice 
yearly to provide assistance. 

Summer Institute, showcasing 
their techniques to help other 
teachers in the state who work 
with deaf/blind children. 

n Tabletop easels bring the 
lessons closer to students, 
instead of a flat desktop.

n Modeling, reviewing, and 
building on is the approach of 
this ISD classroom.

Sept. 2014
bobcat
Oct. 2014
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Upcoming 
events

Oct. 15  12:30 p.m. dismissal
Oct. 29  12:30 p.m. dismissal
Nov. 5  12:30 p.m. dismissal
Nov. 8  Bobcat Boutique, 9 a.m.
Nov. 14 End of first trimester
Nov. 17 & 18 No school
Nov. 18 Faculty inservice day
Nov. 21 No weekend routes
Nov. 25  11:30 a.m. homegoing
Nov. 26 - 28 No school
Nov. 27 & 28   School holidays; offices closed

We’ve got spirit, yes we do

Student council sponsor Jen Herzog states 2014 was the first year she 
can recall the freshman class winning spirit week. Here are the results of 
Homecoming Week:
Dress up day
Seniors, 4 points
Freshman, 3 points
Sophomores: 2 points
Juniors: 1 point

Thank a photog – Many photos 
appearing in ISD publications and on the 
Facebook page were taken by ISD yearbook 
photographers or their sponsor, Beth Chadwick. 
Thank you!

Welcome new 
students! 

Welcome to 
Erica Bloomhall 
(She started 
the school 
year but was 
not in our first 
issues’s photo) 
and Roberto 
Hernandez. 

Bloomhall is a 
freshman from 
Cedar Rapids; 
Hernandez is a 
4th grader from 
Sioux City. 

Lunch games
3-way tie: 
Fresh/Jr/Sr,  3 points
Sophomores: 1 point

Congratulations to Shirley 
Hicks for being named the 
recipient of the 2014 Deaf 
Community Leader Award. 
Hicks was awarded the honor 
by Hamilton Relay Sept. 26 
during an Iowa Association of 
the Deaf (IAD) meeting held on 
the ISD campus. She remains 
active in many deaf-related 
organizations, including IAD, 
the alumni association, the 
ISD Museum and and the ISD 
Foundation Board. 

Spirit murals
Sophomores, 4 points
Freshman, 3 points
Juniors, 2 points
Seniors, 1 point 

Last football games of the year are both away: Thursday, Oct. 16 
vs. Missouri @ 11 a.m. & Thursday, Oct. 23 vs. Illinois @ 1 p.m.



Sept. 2014
bobcat
Oct. 2014

Where it’s happening 
                        at ISD

1

n 1 The annual Iowa School for the Deaf Homecoming Dance was held in the auditorium. n 2 90-year-old Gwen Mix, who 
graduated from ISD in 1942, found her senior photo in the ISD Museum during a visit Sept. 30. n 3 ISD staff and Council 
Bluffs fire crews were glad no one was hurt in the small careers building fire. n 4 Kalynn Coulter has discovered a new jump-
ing talent and is inspiring Angel Fink. n 5 Thanks to everyone who donated to the new playground fund. Good weather will 
help it be completed by the end of October. n 6 Hey, Jeanette Watson’s junior class, the yearbook wants a photo! Do some-
thing creative, and quick, like making a human pyramid!. n 7 September Eisenhower and Aiden Gaines make it quickly out of 
the parachute in PE class.

5

3

7

2

6

4


