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The annual basketball 
tournament of Midwest 
schools for the Deaf saw its 

25th anniversary Feb. 12 –14 on 
the ISD campus.

Now including eight schools, the 
Great Plains Schools for the Deaf 
(GPSD) has grown to be a much-
anticipated annual event. Not only 
do athletes have opportunity to 
test their plays and skills against 
other students who are deaf or 

GPSD netted winners, friends, 
long-term guests Celebrate ISD 

March 27 
We wait all year for it. 
Iowa School for the Deaf’s school 
carnival will be held Friday, March 
27 from 7 to 9 p.m. in the Lied 
Multipurpose Complex gym. This is 
the event where you can put your 
friend or foe in jail, have your hair 
temporarily colored, face painted, 
receive a balloon dog or win a 
treat at the cake walk. Games, 
prizes and fun atmosphere prevail 
at this family-friendly night where 
all activities cost just a quarter! 

Proceeds benefit the 
ISD dorm recreation 
fund. 

 A little help, 
please?
PTSSA is hosting 
the carnival’s 
cake walk and 

needs volunteers 
to staff the booth and 

make cakes or other 
treats (please package 
treats like cookies, fruits 
snacks or Rice Krispie 

bars in individual bags or 
containers). Contact 

LeeAnn Bradley, 
Becky Zessin, Amy 

Ivins or Amanda 
Frieze about helping at this 

booth. Additional volunteers are 
needed for other Celebrate ISD 
functions. Contact Geri Knoebel 
for details.  Thank you!
 

Elizabet Topete rises to 
the top with support of 
cheer squad members 
Tristin Bradley (left), Andre 
Witherspoon (front right) 
and Layne Guerrero. 

ISD’s 
cheer squad 

tied for 2nd place 
at GPSD.

Bobcats named to 
All-tournament team: 

Masta Mulemba (cheer) 
and Marcos Ibarra 

(basketball).

hard or hearing, but the off-the-
court interaction is unique to typical 
mainstream school games. 

ISD freshman Alondra Regalado, 
who is attending a school for the 
deaf for the first time, also had a 
first-year experience with GPSD.
She said she was not sure what 
to expect with so many different 
schools being in one place. 

At first, she didn’t “get it.”
(Continued inside)
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States 
participating 

in GPSD 
Teams
Arkansas

Iowa
Kansas

Minnesota
Missouri

New Mexico
Oklahoma 
Wisconsin

Congratulations to 
Minnesota State Academy 
for the Deaf, champions 
of both boys and girls 
basketball.

Arkansas’ cheer  squad 
tied with ISD for 2nd 
place; Oklahoma won 
first place.
 

“Earlier in the season when 
we played Kansas, I was kind 
of rough on the players,” she 
said. At GPSD, Regalado then 
met some of those players 
and their families and began 
sitting with them during other 
schools’ games. “I learned 
about their culture at their 
school and their life stories,” 
she said.

Now playing against 
new friends on the court, 
Regalado had to find her 

More than games at GPSD 2015 continued from front page 

Meet freshman Alondra Regalado and learn her sign name.
The Arkansas School for the 
Deaf charter bus showed signs of 
transmission problems Saturday 
morning. Mechanics were called to 
campus who determined the bus 
needed detailed work that would 
not begin until Monday. Arkansas 
planned to send another bus for 
their athletes, but was delayed 
due to an ice storm in their state. 
By Tuesday morning, the ASD 
Leopards were on their way south.
Iowa School for the Deaf takes 
turns with most of the GPSD 
schools in hosting volleyball, 
basketball, track and academic 
competitions.  

 

new game strategy. “It was a little 
bit awkward, but I focused on 
the game instead of the people. 
Later, my (new) friends told me I 
played a better game. We were all 
wishing each other good luck in 
our games.”

Regalado met friends from several 
teams over the event, trading 
Facebook, Instagram and other 
social media access to stay in 
touch. 

“I want to go to GPSD again, and 
see all those friends,” she said.

Long days 
spanned longer
Competitions began as early as 
7:45 a.m., followed by ball 
games that kept the Lied 
Multipurpose Complex fired 
up until after 11 p.m. some 
nights. Events spanned                  
Thursday through Saturday, 
resulting in dedicated and 
tired athletes, coaches and 
dozens of support staff 
and volunteers.

When most schools 
pulled out of Council 
Bluffs Sunday morning 
after breakfast to return 
home, one team unexpectedly 
remained on campus. 

How many 
extra bodies 

were on campus?

Where did they stay?

What did they eat?

How much trash 
is that?

These questions answered 
throughout this issue!
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Need to sign up for 
School Messenger? 

Contact school secretaries.

High school: click HERE

Elem/middle school: click HERE

Upcoming 
events

March 5 Full school day*
March 6 Snow make-up day*
  11.30 a.m. homegoing
  End of 2nd trimester
March 9 No school/travel day
March 13 -16 Special Olympics to Iowa City
March 18 12.30 p.m. dismissal
March 20 Job Olympics
March 27 Celebrate ISD
April 2  3.05 p.m. homegoing
April 3  No school 
April 6  No school/travel day
April 11 Prom
April 15 12.30 p.m. dismisal
April 16 Gov’t students at the Capitol
April 22-23 Board of Regents @ ISD
April 23 3.05 p.m. homegoing

Behind the 
scenes at 

GPSD 

Trash – One hundred 55-gallon trash bags were used at the LMC 
and in the dorms. Compare to a typical Monday, with 3 bags of trash 
from the boys dorm and a bag or two from the LMC. Kitchen staff 
didn’t count their bags, but said they rapidly piled up. Powerhouse 
and grounds staff made regular rounds, whisking the bags away.

Staff –  Extra shifts meant extra bodies, and sometimes, overtime for 
ISD’s kitchen and housekeeping staff. Sunday night, five housekeep-
ing staff worked a half day “to get a jump on the clean-up,” said Kevin 
Heller, custodian II at ISD.

Paper supplies – There are 36 rolls in the cases of toilet paper 
ordered by housekeeping. The LMC and dorm consumed 4 cases 
over the weekend. It usually takes a month to use this much.  Paper 
towels are packed 6 per case. Two cases were used at the LMC and 
Heller estimates 2 to 3 cases were used in each dorm. Typically, ISD 
consumes 2.5 cases per month.

Laundry – Typically, boarding students at ISD launder their own 
towels and sheets. Our guests used towels, sheets and blankets to fill 
12 industrial-sized laundry bags.

144 rolls of industrial-
sized toilet paper and 
more than a hundred 

55-gallon trash bags were 
used during the GPSD 

weekend.

* changes from 
original calendar 
to accommodate 
snow days

Students in training
Two college students are on 
campus at ISD this spring. Sassy 
Swahlen (left) is student in the 
elementary with Ann Thiessen 
until May 1. She will be graduating 
this spring from New Mexico State 
University with a master’s degree 
in speech pathology. 

Kimberlee Miller is student 
teaching with Rhonda Matthew 
in the middle school. She has 
finished her elementary education 
degree and will finish her deaf 
education degree at University of 
Nebraska at Omaha in May.

mailto:jsmith%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
mailto:rmcgruder%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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Kitchen staff starting stocking 
food and paper good supplies 
for GPSD three weeks in 

advance. “The orders were so huge, 
we staggered them,” said Kathy 
Oder, who orders food and handles 
scheduling for ISD’s food services. 
“We barely had room 
to turn around in the 
coolers because they 
were stacked so 
high.”

Not everyone was 
able to eat at once. 
Aside from limited room 
in the cafeteria, game 
play prevented teams 
from eating at predictable 
times. 

“We were flexible, and 
had meals that would fit into the 
schedules,” she said. Much of the 

Food service staff prepared food and served more than 300 people for 
6 meals, Wednesday through Friday afternoon. “That is hustling,” 
said Oder. Friday night through Sunday morning, they prepared 5 
meals for all GPSD participants. 

menus were foods that “keep on the 
line” (are easier to keep at a safe 
holding temperature for a time after 

reaching cooking 
temperature).

Oder knew the 
extra hours 
could eventually 

tire her staff, 
so the 

menu 
was 
created 
with 

foods 
that take 

more work 
to prepare 
at the start 

of the week, 
and gradually 

worked in menu items that would 
require less effort to prepare in case 
her staff’s energy decreased. 

Fruit order for GPSD: 
n 400 lbs red/n 400 lbs green apples
n 200 lbs oranges
n 160 lbs bananas 

ISD’s usual twice-monthly order
n 50 lbs red/n 50 lbs green apples
n 50 lbs oranges 

2,000 extra half pints of milk were ordered for GPSD.

“It’s in the planning. You 
have to plan and 

implement those plans. 
If you wait to the last 

minute, you’re doomed.”  
– Kathy Oder

More GPSD food 
prep facts

n 6 guests had gluten-free 
diets
n Salad bar was offered at 
every lunch and dinner
n While some cooks worked 
on the current meals, others 
prepared the next meal.
n Paper trays and plastic 
silverware were used, but 
regular plates, cups and bowls 
were used as well.
n Increased paper meant 
more time was required to 
attend to the continual trash. 
“The trash was tremendous,” 
said Oder. 
n The department prepared 
sack lunches for three teams 
to take on Sunday.
n Monday’s meals accommo-
dated the 30-some guests from 
Arkansas School for the Deaf 
who were on campus until 
Tuesday morning. 

A variety of foods were offered 
for GPSD, such as: chicken, 
pulled pork, nachos, soup, 
sandwiches, roast beef and 
potatoes, lasagna, hot dogs, 
breakfast croissants, and a 
number of side dishes. 

Desserts were also offered, 
including the popular caramel 
apple nut pie.
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Melting masterpieces
Elementary girls living in the dorms work 
quickly to paint snow during a mid-week 
storm which caused ISD to close.  Snow 
day make-up reminder: March 5 is a full 
day of school; March 6 is an 11:30 a.m. 
dismissal. No school on March 9.  

Clockwise from top: Ashley Pascual, 
Ashley Vera, Sterlyn Aragon and Ali 
Sellwood. 

If you support either or 
both of these requests, 
your Iowa legislators 
should know. 

Who are my legislators and 
how do I contact them?
 A simple email will go a long way 
in putting these requests before 
them. Just click HERE and enter 
your zip code to find who your 
local legislators are. Emails are 
listed for every senate and house 
member.

What do I write?
Help them understand what 
it means to you, a parent of 
deaf child living in their specific 
legislative district, to have full 
funding for the upcoming school 
year. You have the best personal 
perspective, and your legislator 
benefits from knowing your story. 
ISD will help you write a short 
message if you prefer. Sample 
emails are also available.

About that letter...

 

Parents of students taught by 
staff at Iowa School for the 
Deaf and Iowa Educational 

Services for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired recently received a 
mailing from Superintendent Steve 
Gettel regarding funding for next 
school year.

In the note, Supt. Gettel stated 
that ISD and IESBVI are asking for 
two appropriations from the 2015 
legislature. 

The first request is for 4% in 
allowable growth, which will 
provide adequate funding to 
continue the programs and 
services as we have in the past.

The second request is for 
$232,500, which will allow the 
Northeast Regional Academy to 
open in fall, 2015. A brochure 
was included in the mailing which 
describes the program. 

When should I email?
Now, when the discussions      
about funding for ISD and        
IESBVI are active. It is expected 
decisions for the schools may not 
be finalized until late spring, but 
the better informed your legislators 
are, the stronger the possibility of 
full funding. 

What else could I do?
Your legislators care about 
concerns of residents whom they 
represent. You can attend question 
and answer forums close to your 
home. Click HERE to request 
information about a local forum.
ISD has flyers you might choose to 
give to your legislators as an easy 
way to open up the conversation, 
or to simply thank them for their 
past support and ensure they 
are aware of the current funding 
needs. 

Thank you 
for helping ISD to 

continue providing 
individualized, 

quality programming 
for your child.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find
mailto:cangeroth%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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Special Olympics 
basketball 

Congratulations to the ISD 
Special Olympics basketball 
team which earned first place 
at a conference competition 
held in Sioux City in February.

The team now represents ISD 
in state play March 13 & 14.

Team members are Jose 
Ureste, Tommy Naumann, 
Carmita Wilson, Ma Ma 
Sharal, Brian Johnson, David 
Schreiber, Matthew McArthur 
and Shannon Clingenpeel. 
Team is coached by LeeAnn 
Bradley and Karen Lechner. 
                    

Every GPSD participant had 
a bed or foam mattress to 
sleep on while staying in the 
ISD dorms. 

We like to sleep at GPSD
female guests could bunk on first 
and second floors.

In the boys dorm, residents on 
first and second floors also moved 
to the third floor to accommodate 
males who slept in the lower two 
floors.

In previous years, school 
schedules were arranged so that 
ISD students not involved with 
GPSD would have a homegoing 
earlier in the week, and items were 
put into storage over the weekend. 

On Sunday students moved 
back to their rooms. Arkansas 
girls stayed in their first floor 
accommodations and Arkansas 
boys moved to the south side of 
the second floor girls dorm for the 
rest of their stay. See back page 
for photo of their staff vs. student 
dodge ball game. n

ISD elementary student Izzy Schon serves up pizza at 
the deafblind classroom pizza parlor as her intervener, 
Deb Landolt, assists.

register drawer or purse. It builds Social Studies skills by learning about 
goods and services, producers and consumers, and the assembly line. 
It builds social interaction while working with co-workers and peers 
coming to “buy” our pizza

Izzy gives deals on pepperoni pizza
Our class for deafblind students uses many functional skills to build con-
cepts and skills. Our pizza parlor builds vision skills by starting with a few 
objects and gradually adding objects and complexity. It builds math skills 
by experiencing the exchange of money and categorizing it in the cash 

Students at ISD showed 
hospitable attitudes when 
making room for an extra 

203 guests at Great Plains 
Schools for the Deaf. Wednesday 
before the games, girls dorm 
residents living on the second 
floor moved to third floor so that 

Baking for books – A big thank you to the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Allies for Sign Language student club, which held a bake sale and raised more 

than $150 to buy books for ISD’s school libraries! 
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ISD high school science teacher 
Kristen Newton beta tested the 
Signing Science/Math Dictionary 

(SSD). Beta test means she tested 
this experimental software as an 
objective person outside of the 
creator’s organization.

She began using/testing it two 
years ago and due to its success, 
it was loaded onto all high school 
computers and computers in the 
high school dorm labs.

Newton reports the dictionary has 
an avatar that signs the meaning 
of words in ASL or signed English.

Science faculty tests site

This program is used to build 
science vocabulary and is the 
basis for high school science IEP 
goals.

All high school science students 
are tested weekly using the SSD. 
Newton has recently been invited 
to beta test an iPhone/iPad app 
version of the SSD.

There is also a computer version 
for  elementary classes that use a 
‘Pictionary’ format. Not only can the 
speed be adjusted, but are seven 
avatars from which to choose. n

A computerized 
signing science 
dictionary signs 
the meaning 
of vocabulary 
words in ASL or 
Signed English.
A Spanish 
format is also 
available.

100
days of school
Not that anyone is keeping 
track, but the 100th day of 
school was Tuesday, Feb. 3. 
High school students Kayla 
Engel and Cole Gwinn helped 
the elementary students 
celebrate with activities in 
the library. 

Local legislator forums allow you to ask what the 
discussion and actions are during the Iowa 2015 legislative session.
Council Bluffs’ forum is known throughout the state as being the 
best attended.

An interpreter is at the Council Bluffs forum, which begins with 
rolls and coffee. Everyone is welcome. All are held at Wilson Middle 
School from 9 - 10:30 a.m.

Remaining Saturdays: 
Feb. 28, March 14, March 28 
and April 11.
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Twenty-five years ago, ISD freshman Jack 
Barron brought the high school state wrestling 
audience to its feet. The freshman had just won 

the state championship, and the spectators rocked the 
auditorium with stomping so Barron could feel their 
admiration. It was a moment that would earn mention 
in an issue of Sports Illustrated.  

  Barron’s wrestling years earned another honor
   recently. He was inducted into the Council Bluffs  
    Wrestling Hall of Fame this January. He wrestled 
throughout high school (attending Model Secondary 
School for the Deaf his junior year).

 
   

 

ISD wrestling great remembered

Opinions 
count! If you are 
a parent who has 
not yet provided 
feedback on the 

Double duty 
in the dorms

Jolene Froehle, student life 
advisor, praises the multitasking 
of a few high school students who 
juggled several commitments 
during second trimester.  

“It’s great how they are handling 
homework, basketball practice, 
cheer practice and a social life,” 
she said of students Katie Brown, 
Elizabet Topete, Layne Guerrero, 
Tristin Bradley, Masta Mulemba 
and Andre Witherspoon. 

Jack Barron’s 
high school 

wrestling record

1979-1980
119 pounds, 31-0

1980-1981
126 pounds, 27-1

1981-1982
132 pounds, 39-0 

with 30 pins
1982-1983

138 pounds, 32-2
Jack Barron as 
an ISD senior 
in 1983. 

 

In 1981 when Barron was just 17, he won the gold 
medal at Deaf Olympics. From his Hall of Fame 

Maureen Barron accepted 
the award honoring her 
son at the Council Bluffs 
Wrestling Hall of Fame 
earlier this winter. 

induction nomination: The entire family watched the wrestling match where the 
three-time gold medalist was pinned by Jack. The deaf wrestler from Russia was 
stunned and walked to him and pressed his lanky arm, and signed, ‘strong.’
 
Barron also earned a spot on the 1985 USA World Games for the Deaf wrestling 
team. Due to lack of countries participating, the wrestling competition was 
canceled. 

After graduating from ISD in 1983, Barron briefly attended Gallaudet University. 
He worked for the US Post Office, first in Iowa City, then in Tuscon, Ariz. In 1995, 
Jack died in Tucson as a result of a motorcycle accident. He had five children. n

  Barron was a state champion 
and a Deaf Olympian.

Staff news
We express our condolences to Dolly Murray (residential 
conselor with 4PLUS) whose mother passed away in early 
January.

We extend our sympathy to Amy Ivins (boys’ dorm res-
idential counselor) and her husband, Fred (boys’ dorm 
houseparent), regarding the passing of Amy’s stepfather 
in late January.
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If you need to see 

Principal Rebecca Gaw or 
Superintendent Steve Gettel 
this spring, you just might 

have to climb. 

The fine print
Students in 3rd – 11th grades must all show specific point 
gains in the subjects of reading, math and science.

Each grade has a different expectation as to how many points 
are needed to achieve one year’s growth or more. 

If all grades make their specific point gain in all three sub-
jects, Superintendent Gettel will set up shop on the roof for 
a day.

If all grades exceed their specific point gain in all 
three subjects (they make a year’s growth plus a 
half year’s growth), then both Gettel and 
Principal Gaw will be roof-bound.

ISD students voted on their reward if they meet 

academic growth goals. An assembly was held 

in the LMC prior to test week.

This year, ISD wants more from the students. 

They voted down the use of 
wheels for a day. Wearing the 
bobcat mascot didn’t get a 

thumbs up, either. But watching the 
ISD superintendent and principal 
conduct a normal school day on the 
roof? 

ISD students chose this as their reward 
if they meet new academic growth 
goals. 

ISD already expects students in 3rd 
– 11th grades to make one year’s 
academic growth in one year’s time. 
This goal is set for all students in Iowa 
by the state’s department of education. 
Students in the 12th grade are not 
tested.

This year, ISD wants more 
from their students. The goal is 
for these students to achieve not only 
one year’s growth, but an additional 
half year’s growth as well.

The Iowa Assessments were taken 
by students the end of January, and 
results should be known by late April. 
A specific date for the open air concept 
office has not been set. 

That’s plenty of time for Gettel 
and Gaw to gather sunscreen, 
umbrellas and even 
perhaps snowsuits, as 
flakes have been 
known to fly in 
May. The 
location 
of this 

penthouse office will most likely be the 
high school. 

It also gives others a chance to 
prepare their own safety gear. 
“We didn’t say we couldn’t call 
staff meetings on the roof,” 
teased Gettel and Gaw. n



bobcat
Feb/March 

2015A story 
just for you 

Jeanette Watson’s senior 
English class became authors 
for their final projects, penning 

stories about ISD elementary 
students, for ISD elementary 
students. “Sentences and 
vocabulary are key to their success,” 
said Watson. Watson also said the 
project requires students to apply 
many concepts about writing, from 
sentence structure and plots to 
narratives and other aspects of 
creative writing.

Seniors met with younger students 
earlier this winter, getting to know 
their interests and favorite colors, 
past times and super heroes. These 
features are then reflected into the 
individual books. Senior Kalynn 
Coulter nearly wrote a novella, 
composing a 25-page book for 4th 
grader Madison Plager. 

The class project concludes with 
seniors meeting with the younger 
students and reading the book to 
them. The 3rd and 4th graders then 
get to keep the books. 

This student group takes a turn 
working the concessions area 
at the fall Bobcat Boutique. 
Concessions usually bring in 
about $4,000 a year, but GPSD 
increased profits by 75% in one 
weekend. 

We consume a lot of junk 
     at GPSD, t              

LeeAnn Bradley and Rhonda Matthew, who head up concessions 
during the year, report typical annual earnings are about $4,000. 
During the GPSD tournament alone, they had about $3,000 in sales.

About 20 pretzels are sold at a typical basketball game; 120 
were sold during GPSD. Typically, 20 cases of water are used by 
concessions a year. This same amount was sold during the three 
days of GPSD. Thirty pizzas were sold by the slice.

Ask GPSD concessions crew 
about the different signs they saw 
for “doughnut” over the weekend– 
they sold 18 dozen!

.

Kalynn Coulter and Madison 
Plager (top); Chaleaha Faatz 
and Brianna Vargo were part of 
the give-and-take senior English 
project.

Iowa School for the Deaf 
Foundation fundraiser 
supporting scholarships  
& student programs

Save the date!
Wednesday, May 6, 2015
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Iowa School for the Deaf
Lied Multipurpose Complex

Tickets: $50 
Table & Scholarship 
sponsorships available
Click HERE for details

ound
futuress

Featuring students 
Carmita Wilson & Izzy Schon 

and their families

Parents- watch your mail for  
your invitation later this spring!

mailto:cangeroth%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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Erica Bloomhall, Elizabeth Nanninga, Alondra Regalado and Autumn 
Roberts created concepts for movies and designed movie posters based 
on that concept. The class is taught by Beth Chadwick.

You can read them in the hall.
You will read and have a ball.

(And an unrelated, but interesting , dog tops them all!)
ISD’s elementary and middle schools will celebrate Dr. Seuss Read Across 
America Day March 2. Scavenger hunts, guest readers and a traveling 
“Rebecca-in-the-Hat” will track the number of books read on the library 
wall. Our principal looks good in red and white stripes! 

Also coincidentally happening March 2, national presentation duo Eric 
Melvin and his deaf dog, Angelyne, will provide a motivational interaction 
with students. All are welcome to the LMC at 9 a.m. (elem/middle school 
audience) or at 12:30 p.m. (high school audience). 

Busy, busy, busy in the dorms
Some activities the elementary and middle school boys have 
been involved in include: going to Pizza Hut to redeem their 
Book It rewards, teaching each other checkers, finishing up 
middle school basketball and entertaining at basketball half-
time. Some activities the girls have been engaged in include 
making short movies on the iPads, snow angels and snow 
activity and watching cheerleaders practice for GPSD.

What 
bedraggled 
looks like

Middle school teacher 
Rhonda Matthew 
noticed her language 

arts students were having 
a tough time grasping the 
meaning of their vocabulary 
word, “bedraggled.” 
Leave it to Matthew to come 
in on a Monday morning 
depicting a most accurate 
description of the word, and 
encouraging her student 
teacher and peers to do the 
same. Her personal spin on 
the definition included a tad of 
perfume, Touch O’ Barbeque 
Sauce. 

bedraggled
adjective; be·drag·gled 
Old, dirty, worn out. 
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Where it’s happening 
                        at ISD

n 1 Arkansas School for the Deaf and ISD students play in a dodge ball game against both school’s staffs when the ASD bus 
was delayed in returning to their home school after GPSD. n 2 Michael Bennett delivers Valentine’s Day flowers to Cindy 
Schrum as a Close Up fundraiser. n 3 Damien Holste teaches his buddies in the dorm how to make ice cream. 
n 4 Middle school teacher Jan Loverin is appreciated by Jade Fastnacht. n 5 When the preschoolers got a peek at the 
balloon experiment the high school students were conducting, they were fascinated with science.  n 6 Hannah Kohl 
experiments with casting and directing her own movies via an iPad. 

5

1

4
3

2

6


