
High School 
 

Literacy  
 
ASL 1-3   
A three-course series that centers on basic vocabulary building and fundamental grammar 
structures unique to ASL. Topics covered are conversational skills and behaviors unique to the 
Deaf Community.  Determination of level is made upon entry to the courses. 

ASL Grammar  
Provides students with a broad understanding of ASL and its grammar. Students in this class are 
required to be able to carry on conversations in ASL with a reasonable degree of fluency before 
taking this class. Entry is determined by teacher interviews. Topics covered, but are not limited 
to, include ASL sentence types, discourse behaviors, and non-manual markers unique to ASL. 
There is also some emphasis placed on translating from ASL to written English and vice versa. 
  
ASL Expressions 
Is focused on building students’ understanding of ASL Literature and the deaf as featured in the 
performing arts.  Topics covered include the Deaf as featured in the theater and in film, 
storytelling techniques, performance discourse, and its role in transmitting Deaf Culture. 
Students will be conversant in the major contributors to ASL literature and its genesis.  In 
addition, course time may be devoted to examining the differences in creative literature that is 
written about the Deaf experience versus signed ASL. Projects include creative works in forms 
such as poetry(both written and signed), storytelling, plays, short movies, etc.  

English 9  
This course utilizes the Six Traits of Writing along with vocabulary, basic grammar, usage and 
mechanics.  Students are expected to participate in daily writing exercises including journals, 
paragraphs, essays, summaries and position papers. Students will practice planning, revising, 
editing and rewriting their work and participate in peer evaluation.   Students are exposed to 
various genres of writing:  narrative, descriptive, autobiographical, expository, etc.  Students 
will also study fiction and non-fiction. 
  
English 10  
This course builds upon the skills developed in English 9 and further develops the Six Traits of 
Writing.  Vocabulary and writing exercises include focus on the use of figurative language, word 
relationships and nuances in word meanings.  Writing assignments include informative 
and/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly.  
Students will complete a short research project on a significant person of their choice, in which 
they must gather relevant information from multiple sources, draw evidence and provide 
reflection.  Standard citation will be used.  Plagiarism is not allowed.  Students will also present 
a speech that they have written.  
 



English 11  
Continuing with the development of skills from the 9th and 10th grade levels, students will focus 
on vocabulary work, and more advanced written work.  Students will be able to research and 
debate an issue from either side, present an in-depth speech in front of the class.  Among other 
books, students are required to read, analyze and discuss The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 
  
English 12  
This course will cover, review, and reinforce the concepts of previous English classes.  This 
course will emphasize the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing using the 
Six Traits of Writing rubric.  Students will express themselves using description, narration, 
exposition, summary, analysis, and persuasion.  A formal research paper including proper 
citations and format is required.  Weekly journals are used to encourage written expression. 
 
Creative Writing  
This course is offered one trimester. This course will emphasize the writing process: prewriting, 
drafting, revising and editing. Students will express themselves using description, narration, 
exposition, analysis and persuasion is essays, which will be shared in class groups for peer 
response and editing. Students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use 
language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. Students will write poetry 
and explore the various types of poetry.  
 
Reading Strategies  
This is course builds reading skills and strategies for non-proficient readers.  Students work at 
an individually determined level to make the necessary literacy progress toward proficiency.  
Programs that are utilized include:  Failure-Free-Reading and Power-Up.  

World Literature  
Students will study a variety of genre in World Literature.  This course includes cross-curriculum 
opportunities in cultural and physical geography.  A variety of reading opportunities are 
provided—short stories, novels, newspapers/magazines, closed-captioned films, and text 
materials.  Students will write essays, participate in classroom discussions and debates, and 
complete multimedia assignments.  
 
American Literature  
This course is offered one trimester. This course will study a variety of literary genres in 
American literature. Additionally, students will respond to their reading through various kinds 
of expository writing and learn vocabulary in context. Some major American authors will 
include (but not limited to)-Nathaniel Hawthorne, S.E. Hinton, Willa Cather, Mark Twain, 

Walter James Waller, Nicolas Sparks,  e.e. Cummings, Robert Frost and more.  Students will 

write essays, participate in classroom discussions and debates, and complete multimedia 
assignments.  
 
British Literature   



This is a one trimester elective literature class that focuses exclusively on British authors.  
Students will be exposed to British novels, plays, poetry, letters, film adaptations.  Students will 
write essays, participate in classroom discussions and debates, and complete multimedia 
assignments.  
 
 
 

Math  
 
Pre Algebra  
In Pre Algebra, students learn computational and problem-solving skills and the language of 
algebra. Students expand their knowledge of mathematics in the areas that include: 
Formulating and reasoning about expression and equations, understanding and using functions 
to describe quantitative relationships, and analyzing two and three dimensional  space and 
figures. 
 
Algebra 1   
In Algebra I, students develop the skills and concepts necessary to succeed in advanced 
courses.  Students will use algebraic skills in a wide range of problem-solving situations. The 
major units include:  Relationships  between quantities and reasoning with equations,  linear 
and exponential relationships, descriptive statistics, expressions and equations, quadratic 
functions and modeling.  
 
Geometry   
In Geometry, students examine the properties of two- and three-dimensional objects.  Students 
explore geometric situations and relationships.  Major units include:  Similarity, Proof and 
Trigonometry, Extending to Three Dimensions, Connecting Algebra and Geometry through 
Coordinates, Circles With and Without Coordinates, Applications of Probability. 
 
Algebra 2   
Algebra II is a course that extends the content of Algebra I and provides further development of 
the concept of a function.  Units include:  Polynomial, Rational and Radical Relationships, 
Trigonometric Functions, Modeling with Functions, Inferences and Conclusions from Data. 
 
Personal Finance  
In this class, students draw on personal experiences to plan for life after high school. Topics 
covered include:  Banking (including checkbooks, ATM/debit cards), Credit Cards, Investing, 
Loans, and Payroll.  Students will practice making informed and responsible decisions about 
incurring and repaying debt.  They will assess the planning processes associated with savings, 
investing, asset building, and apply this knowledge to achieve long-term financial security. 
Students will also learn to manage money effectively by developing spending plans.  
 
Consumer Math  



In Consumer Math, students study and review arithmetic skills they can apply in their personal 
lives and in their future careers. Content is adjusted for student interest. Topics include: 
comparison shopping, discounts and savings, budgeting,   insurance, recreation and spending, 
transportation, automobile expenses, and housing expenses.  
 

Science   

Physical Science  
In this course students will learn how to develop a hypothesis, write a lab report, gather and 
graph data.  All students must demonstrate an understanding of basic laboratory safety 
procedures. Topics include: properties of matter, states of matter, atomic structure, the 
Periodic table of elements, chemical bonds, chemical reactions, solutions, acids and bases.  Lab 
experiments are conducted throughout the course.  The Scientific Method is incorporated is 
each class. 
 
Biology   
This course incorporates the previously learned skills of hypothesis development, written lab 
reporting, and the gathering and graphing data. Students study the history of the science of 
biology and are introduced to scientists that contributed to the development of biology. There 
is an in depth study of cells, mitosis, and how cells function in plants and animals.  Mendelian 
genetics are introduced.  Modern genetics, genetic engineering and evolution are compared 
and evaluated.  There is an extensive unit on dissection in which students learn the internal 
structure of the worm, frog, starfish, or shark. There are many labs throughout the course and 
The Scientific Method is incorporated is each class.   
 
Chemistry  
This course requires student to independently develop hypotheses, write a lab reports, gather, 
graph, and report data.  The Periodic Table of Elements and the properties of matter are 
expanded.  Atoms, elements, and compounds will be examined in depth. Topics will also 
include atomic structure as it applies to a chemical reaction, ionic and covalent bonding of 
atoms, chemical names and formulas. Experiments with emphasis on scientific measurement 
will be conducted on a regular basis throughout the course.  Safety procedures are a priority 
and the Scientific Method is incorporated is each class.  
 
Physics  
This course examines the natural laws that govern the physical universe in the interaction 
between matter and energy. The course begins with the study of motion, force and energy and 
the mathematical equations that describe these relationships.  Newton’s 3 laws of motion are 
introduced and demonstrated through experiments.  Research and lab experiments include 
topics such as: inertia, force and acceleration, action and reaction, different forms of energy – 
mechanical, potential, kinetic, and conservation of energy. Students learn to design 
experiments supporting their research.  
 
Zoology  



This elective course studies how different animal groups perform life essential functions.  
Topics to be covered include: basic taxonomy, microorganisms, fungi, plants, invertebrates and 
chordates.   
*Not offered every year. 
 
Earth and Space Science   
This course prepares students to attend Space Camp at the Advanced Space Academy in 
Alabama.  Students will research the history of the rocket and space program and innovations 
in technology.  They will learn the parts and functions of the space shuttle and International 
Space Station (ISS) and study how astronauts are trained for space.  Students will learn about 
jobs on the Shuttle and ISS through a variety of hands on activities and experiences. 
*Recommended for students who will attend Space Camp.  Not offered every year. 
 
Scientific Methods  
This course allows students interested in science to explore science in the laboratory.  After 
demonstrating an understanding of lab safety, gas safety, lab procedures, scientific 
measurement, gathering and graphing data and lab reports, students will design their own 
experiments and learn how to evaluate those experiments using the Scientific Method.  Course 
may be repeated for elective credit. 

Social Science   

American History   
This course traces American history from mid-1860s (Civil War) to the present.  Significant 
political, economic and social issues of the past will be applied to today’s cultural and political 
issues. Selected events, groups, institutions, movements, artifacts, or ideas associated with the 
history of the United States will challenge students to develop critical thinking, communication, 
and technological skills. This course also encourages students to keep up with daily world or 
national news events and understand where they are in relation to these events.    
 
U. S. Government  
This course traces the historical origins, foundation and development of the government in the 
United States to the present day.  Processes and structures by which citizens govern themselves 
at the local, state, and federal levels will be covered.  Students will study the fundamental 
concepts behind the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 
Students will examine their roles within the American government system at each level . This 
course will encourage students to develop critical thinking through class discussions, debates, 
reading and multimedia assignments. Emphasis will be on class work, participation, and current 
event study & analysis. 
 
Psychology   
This elective course offers students the opportunity to study human intelligence, feelings, 
attitudes and behavior in relation to the physical and social environment. Students will 
demonstrate personal growth by learning to apply basic psychological concepts to develop 
better understanding of who they are and how they can relate well to others around them. In 



addition to daily discussion and assignments, students will be required to conduct a research 
project as part of their total grade.    
 
 
 
Sociology      
 In this elective course, students will study societal relationships from primary to complex 
groupings.  Topics will include behavior patterns, deviance, status, culture and change. Students 
will be required to conduct experiments & research and participate in critical discussions about 
topics such as family, education, religion, crime, population, the future, etc.   
 
Deaf Studies       
This course offers students the opportunity to increase their knowledge of the language, 
culture, and history of the Deaf in America, including the development of education of the Deaf 
throughout the years. They will research many topics including:  Deaf contributions to 
education, job markets, technological devices, Deaf heritage, international Deaf history, Deaf 
culture, and Deaf organizations such as National Association or Iowa Association of the Deaf.  
The goal of this course is to help students understand their identity and relationship to the Deaf 
community as well as the community at large.  Through research, discussion, and debate, 
students will become positive, well informed and better equipped participants in their Deaf 
community by understanding their culture and heritage.  
  
Economics      
This elective course will cover the use of limited resources and the interrelationship of goods 
and services with wants or needs of individuals. It will also cover the principles of American 
economic system and include a comparative study of economic systems around the world (i.e., 
traditional, market, command, capitalist, socialist and communist economic systems).  Essential 
concepst include:  supply and demand, scarcity, factors of production, free market trade, 
competition, and global economics. These will develop students’ critical thinking skills.   
*not offered every year 
 
World History      
In this course, students consider the following questions: How and why does civilization 
develop? What changes are here today as a result of past actions?  What lessons are to be 
learned from the past?  Students will study the influence of civilizations from the Ancient World 
through Medieval World to the Modern world and the impact they have had on world society 
today and in the future. 
 
Geography 
Physical geography is organized by 5 themes: location, place, human-environmental 
interactions, movement and region.  Students will consider these factors and their impact on 
human activities in their country and around the world. Cultural geography will cover the 
concepts of political, economic and social beliefs in various and diverse countries around the 
world and its influences on the people around the world. Students will learn how to use various 



types of maps (i.e., Grid), globes, graphs, Internet and library resources, to complete their 
assignments and will conduct class discussions and do projects.   
 
Close Up    
This course is offered to prepare students to attend Close Up. They will research the 
operations, processes, and functions of the US Government in detail, become acquainted with 
specific committees and individuals that they will meet and observe in Washington D.C.  
Current events and current issues are researched, discussed and debated in preparation for the 
trip.  In addition, students will write letters and speak at various clubs (e.g. Rotary, Kiwana) 
about the Close-Up experience. 
 

Health  & PE  
 
Health I    
This course covers the state-required topics in health education which include; Family 
Relationships, Building Peer Relationships, Adolescence and Adulthood, Reproduction and 
Heredity, Pregnancy and Birth, Birth Control and Preventing Violence.  Research papers, 
worksheets, and team projects will be used in the classroom for learning.  The students will 
have a variety of teaching methods used to promote understanding of the concepts taught. 

 
Health II    
The primary topics in this class include; Mental Disorders, Managing Stress, Infectious Diseases, 
HIV and AIDS, Chronic Diseases, Nutrition and Making of Healthy Food Choices, Healthy 
Environment and Community, and Preventing Injuries/First Aid.  Research papers, worksheets, 
and team projects will be used in the classroom for learning.  The students will have a variety of 
teaching methods used to promote understanding of the concepts taught. 
 
Physical Education  
In this course, students develop the knowledge and skills necessary to self-assess, create, 
conduct and evaluate personal fitness programs.  They will demonstrate an understanding of 
fitness and nutrition for the performance of fitness activities and exhibit personal and social 
behaviors appropriate for physical activity settings.  Students learn a variety of team and 
individual sports with a focus on lifelong fitness.  Homework utilizes the Fitness for Life 
Textbook.  The Fitnessgram Assessment will be used for assessing the student’s fitness level. 
 

Personal and Career Development 

 
Net Etiquette 
This is a one trimester course that covers basic computer and technology use in the digital age. 
Students will study basic computer technology, applications and software, media & technology 
ethics, basic constitutional law, identity theft, social media, and cyber bullying.   Students will 
use digital media to communicate and work collaboratively. 
 



Career Preparation 
This is a one trimester course that covers information necessary in preparing students for 
employment.   The course emphasizes teamwork, effective communication, problem solving 
skills, and self-management.  Students will participate in career exploration/planning, self-
assessment, resume writing, and job interviewing.  Students will be required to build a quality 
employment portfolio throughout the course of the trimester.   
 
Personal Development 
Students will examine themselves in relationship to others in a variety of roles; siblings, friends, 
parents, coworkers, and authority figures.  Topics include basic skills in living, coping, 
communication, decision making, problem solving and resolving conflicts.  
 
Parenting 
Students will learn about the responsibilities of parenthood (physical care, nurturing, and 
guidance) and information and skills needed by caregivers.  This class will provide knowledge 
necessary to use in making effective decisions as parents or caregivers.  Students will learn 
more about themselves, the role children may have in their future, and child related career 
opportunities. 
 
Intro to Drivers Education 
This course is an introduction to concepts and vocabulary students will encounter in the drivers 
manual.  Students will study the Driver’s manual. 
 
Driver Ed A 
In this course students will view videos and study the driver’s manual in depth in order to 
prepare for the Iowa Written Driver s Test.  Students need to pass the test in order to acquire a 
Drivers Permit, which is required to take Driver Ed B.  Parents are responsible for taking their 
child to their DMV to take the test. 
 
Driver Ed B 
A driver’s permit is required to take this class.  Students will spend a minimum of 6 hours 
behind the wheel or as determined by the instructor.    Students will receive a certificate of 
completion which is required to obtain a license under the age of 18 in Iowa.  Students from 
Nebraska taking the course will need to take the driving test in Nebraska. 
 
Foods 
Students will study the nutritional value of food, evaluate food choices, and develop a plan for 
maintaining a healthy diet and weight.  Basic concepts of measurement will be reviewed within 
the kitchen context.  Students will learn various cooking processes and techniques, and plan 
menus based on the Food Guide Pyramid.   Students will have opportunities to select and 
prepare recipes, and will be required to demonstrate proper food handling, food preparation 
and kitchen safety.   

 



Greenhouse 
This course covers many of the basic concepts of Horticulture and includes a variety of 
laboratory work and projects.  Basic topics include; plant anatomy, plant growth and 
development, basic plant identification.  Students will discuss how to establish healthy plant 
relationships in the larger environment.  Advanced study in Greenhouse includes plant 
diversity, nutrients, plant media selection, environmentally friendly pest management 
practices, and soil types.  Students will have the opportunity to work in an actual greenhouse 
and outdoor garden.  For their final project, students will plan a home garden. 
*Course may be repeated for more advanced/independent projects 
 

Industrial Technology 

 
Woods  
Woods class introduces students to the safety, tools, equipment, processes, and vocabulary 
involved in the woodworking industry.  Beginning with hand tools to square-up stock, students 
will progress to independent design and construction of various projects. 
This is a hands-on course and student work is individualized to meet students’ skill levels as 
assessed by the teacher. The course may be repeated for progressively advanced knowledge 
and practice.   
 
Metals  
Metals class covers welding processes and machining operations including, but not limited to, 
design, layout, machining, and finishing processes.  Students will develop skills in CAD, lathe, 
mill, foundry, and welding.  The course is project-based and student work is individualized to 
meet students’ skill levels as assessed by the teacher.  The course may be repeated for 
progressively advanced knowledge and practice.   
 
Power Drive:   
Students must pass at least 3 credits of Industrial Technology before enrolling in Power Drive.  
This is a year-long course that involves concepts in introductory metalworking skills.  Students 
will participate in designing, planning and constructing an LEV (light electric vehicle). The goal of 
this class is to design a vehicle that complies with the rules of safety and standards for Omaha 
Public Power Districts Power Drive contest. Students will design and create a vehicle from 
scratch including steering, body style, frame, wiring and gearing setup. The first trimester will 
involve discussion of rules for contest, design and creation of the prototype car model.  The 
second trimester students will make the actual frame, axel, and various steering components.  
During the 3rd trimester, students will practice driving and will fine-tune the vehicle to make it 
more efficient for competition.  A driver’s license is required to drive the vehicle. 
 

Art and Graphic Design 
 
Art 1 



This class will introduce students to Drawing and Painting. Students will develop an 
understanding and appreciation of art through the study of the Elements of Art and the 
Principles of Design.   They will reflect upon their art-work,  explore art history, and find direct 
correlation between art and other disciplines.  Work will be completed individually and in 
groups. 
 
Art 2 
Students will continue to develop the skills taught in Art 1 as well as understand the Elements 
and Principles of Art at a deeper level.  Students will be introduced to new media and 
techniques in drawing, painting and design.  They will reflect upon their art-work,  explore art 
history, and find direct correlation between art and other disciplines.  Work will be completed 
individually and in groups. 
 
Art 3 
Students who have completed Art 1 and 2 will select areas of art that they want to learn more 
about.  Different media and techniques will be taught and incorporated into specific art areas 
such as clay, printmaking, drawing, painting and stained glass work.  Students will be given 
studio time to create and work at their level and speed. 
 
Graphic Design  
Students are introduced to the graphic arts as a visual media to communicate a message.  They 
will learn how to use photographic equipment, graphic editing programs, and design layouts.   
Lessons will include:  Photographic Composition, Topography, Design Elements, Adobe 
Photoshop Applications, Adobe InDesign applications, and Adobe Illustrator Applications.  
Students work independently to advance through beginning, intermediate, and advanced 
projects.  This class may be repeated for more focus on advanced skills. 
 
Yearbook 
A combination of photography, graphic arts and writing, Yearbook offers students the 
opportunity to design, create, write, and edit the yearbook.  Students are involved in every 
aspect of production, and are responsible for various projects leading to publication.  Students 
develop advanced skills in the areas covered in previous design classes. 

 
SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAM 
 
Vocational Education 
This is a yearlong course that covers concepts related employment.  Students develop job skills 
through; work based learning experiences on and off campus, learning vocabulary related to 
work, filing out job resumes, and activities involving occupation exploration. They have 
opportunities to read and/or role play situations that may happen at work to learn problem 
solving skills. 
 
Social Skills 



This is a yearlong course that covers daily living skills and social behaviors. Throughout the year, 
Students develop independent living skills to be able to function in the community and at 
home; basic cooking, housekeeping, behaviors for social interactions, and enjoying leisure.  
They learn and understand survival vocabulary to keep them safe in the community. 
 
Basic Math, Science, and Language Arts 
Students learn vocabulary related to each area of study. All classes include modified objectives 
from alternative assessment related to the Iowa Core.  Real life math skills related to money, 
time, and measurement. Reading lessons are modified to meet the student’s individual needs. 
Students learn Science skills related to scientific discovery in Life, Earth, and Physical Science.  
 
 
 
 
 


