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meet the class of ‘17 We’ll be exactly 
the same. 

(Except different.) 

     

You may recall a planning and 
feasibility study in 2012 which 
greatly defined the operating 
futures of Iowa Braille and Sight 
Saving School (IBSSS)/Iowa 
Educational Services for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired (IESBVI) 
and us, Iowa School for the Deaf. 

One of the approved 
recommendations from the 
study was to consolidate the 
administrative functions. This 
recommendation advanced 
quickly.

First, IESBVI & ISD began 
sharing leadership with a single 
superintendent. Then, a single 
business office director was 
shared. An assistant to the 

Five retiring from ISD – Congratulations to ISD’s dedicated 
staff who are starting Life, Part II at the end of the school year! Some of them have 
worked in a variety of roles and departments. 

six ready for alumni status

Half a dozen 
students are 
set to cross the 

graduation stage Friday, 
May 26 in the Lied 
Multipurpose Complex.   
Ceremonies begin at 
10.30 a.m. There will be 
a reception for all in the 
complex’s community 
room afterwards.

Class members Austin 
Davis and Elizabeth Van 
Camp will pursue four-
year degrees. Davis is 
looking at conservation 
studies at Iowa State 
University; Van Camp 
will start nursing classes 
at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha.

Continued on next page

Left to right: Jon Mayer, Michael Bennett, Annie White and Austin Davis, Cheyenne Borem (top row) and Elizabeth Van Camp. 

Cindy Rosenberg
   Art teacher
      36 years

Guy Baker
   Groundskeeper
      26 + years

Geri Knoebel
   Interpreter
      28 years

Mayer and White plan to seek transition to work/college services through ISD’s 
4PLUS program. Bennett and Borem will seek work independently. n

Jeanette Watson
   Secondary language 
      arts  teacher
      40 years

Not pictured:
LaMar Prail
Substitute houseparent
24 years

superintendent was 
appointed. The 

Northeast    
 Regional 

Academy 
opened. 

We 
hired 

a 

coordinator of 
extended learning 
to increase 

statewide 
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continued from front

 
The media center/lib

rary 

currently housed on the cam
pus 

of Iowa Braille and S
ight Saving 

School in Vinto
n, will move its 

contents and s
ervices to the

 ISD 

campus this summer. 

In preparation, underutilized space as 

been repurposed. Historically, careers 

classrooms have often transformed 

as needs arise. This area (Careers 

ground floor, south wing) was most  

5 goals 
in 5 years

ISD & IESBVI’s new strategic 
plan for the next five years 
contains a communication 
component with five goals:

1 Position the entity as a 
statewide resource/education 
program of choice

2 Lead stakeholders to 
recognize and understand the 
entity’s beliefs  and mission

3 Develop a clear,unified 
identity and consistent 
messaging that stakeholders 
will recognize and understand

4 Lead stakeholders 
to understand entity’s 
relationship to its agencies

5 Develop marketing plans for 
specific services, programs 
and events which call 
stakeholders to action

 

This is a five-year plan.

Same, but different

     recently used as an autobody lab. 

The library move will make it simpler to eventually transfer ownership of the 

Vinton campus. Classes and residential offerings closed on that campus in 

2011. 

Recognize this space?

component (IESBVI, ISD, 
Academy, Extended Learning and 
others) has its own logo, but one 
that ties into the other school or 
program logos. It may mean we 
have a system-wide tagline (a 
catchy phrase that summarizes 
our services, programs or 
success). Expect new system-
wide colors. New, new, new; 
improved, improved, improved.

What does that mean for ISD? 
ISD stays, well, ISD. Same name, 
part of a larger system that now 
has a name. Our letterhead and 
business cards will reflect the new 
unity of systems, but the bobcat 
and school colors will remain 
unchanged. 

Can we still use the bobcat 
mascot?
Of course! The bobcat represents 
our fighting spirit and athletic 
teams, but not the central mission 
of educating Iowa’s students. 
Therefore, if new system and ISD 
logos are designed, they aren’t 
likely to carry the bobcat mascot. 

weekend and after school social 
and learning opportunities.

While each of these separate 
schools, programs and services 
continue to serve different 
populations, have different goals 
and vary in the way education is 
delivered, they all are administered 
under one entity or system.

What is the name of that system? 
Does it have its own logo? 
How will our partners, families, 
employees and referral sources 
understand we operate individually, 
while being organized under one 
administration? What separate 
messages do our audiences need 
to receive from us? What unified 
messages are needed?

Beginning this summer, a branding 
firm will study our situation and 
make recommendations for 
a clearer identity of all these 
components.

What does that look like?
We anticipate a new system-
wide name. It may mean each continued
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ISD Foundation is joining 
Pottawattamie Gives! / Omaha Gives! 
this year. These 24 hours of online 
giving to area nonprofits, including 
the Iowa School for the Deaf 
Foundation, start at midnight, May 
24. If you can’t get online May 24, you 
can preschedule a donation at the site 
(indicated in this article).

Meaningful gifts to help our students 
grow start as little as $10, and every 
donation is tax deductible.

To gain momentum and awareness of 
the day, ISD family and friends will be 
receiving emails prior to the event as 
well as several on May 24. 

The bobcat will still be a prominent 
part of ISD’s identity internally and 
for our athletic department. 

Will this new messaging mean 
more students at ISD?  The 
branding plan will not cure the 
common cold, trap mice nor 
necessarily bring new students to 
campus. At least, that is not the 
goal of the plan. However, could 

Drones & Legos for ISD on May 24 
Want to take a look at the ISD 
Foundation profile? Schedule a 
donation? Click HERE or go to 
omahagives!24.org. Thank you.

This year’s donations from 
Pottawattamie Gives! 
and Omaha Gives! will help 
purchase science center 
equipment (a drone, iPads 
and metal outdoor table for 
experiments) and support 
the ISD Lego team.

Every $10 gift makes a difference! 

improved messaging and identity 
and having more Iowa residents 
understanding our programming 
lead to that? It could be a happy 
accident.

Do we get a say in all this? We 
will work with the chosen firm and 
consider their advice regarding 
involvement of staff in the process. 
We expect the firm that is selected 

will work with targeted focus 
groups in the state, learning about 
their perceptions and expectations 
of IESBVI and ISD. 

If you have questions, please 
contact the ISD outreach 
department at cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

Same, but different  continued

Iowa School for the Deaf again hosted 

the Job Olympics for special needs area 

students. Running and timing the events were volunteers 

from ISD’s high school, 4PLUS program and Lewis Central 

High School.  At left, Sam Jacobs of 4PLUS explains the 

challenge to a Kirn Middle School participant, who will be 

judged on time and accuracy of the task’s completion. 

Some of the challenges offered at this late April event 

included money handling, stocking shelves, sorting 

recycling, sacking groceries and filing. 

Working class Olympians

https://www.omahagives.org/index.php?section=organizations&action=overview&fwID=1497
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1 The Bobcat News’ 
4th edition is online! 
This is a series of 
information clips 
produced by staff and 
students of the ISD 
dorm. See it here.  

Teams are forming now for the 15th 
annual ISD booster club golf tournament, held 
Saturday, June 24 this year at Fox Run. Cost is 
$280/team. Contact Coaches Karen Lechner at 
klechner@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org or 
Brent Welsh at bwelsch@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

3 must see 
videos from ISD

 2 Damien Holste and 
his teacher, Justin 
Cyboron, are at it again! 
They’ve made a new 
“Impressing the Girl” 
poetry video explaining 
how ASL poetry differs 
from English. This 
first aired publicly at 

the Sound Futures luncheon. Holste won a national ASL poetry 
contest with his piece early this winter. Click here to view.

3 We never know 
what Kevin Boyce, 
lead worker in the 
dorm, is going to 
come up with when 
he produces video. 
What is predictable 
is he uses as 
many students as 
possible and he finds the perfect blend of entertainment and 
education! Boyce & ISD Co. created I’ll Wait for the Sound 
Futures audience. Complications prevent us from providing 
a link to this masterpiece. Please see Kevin or come to the 
outreach office to view!

Sites and 
smells from 
the science 

center
Action never stops in the ISD 
science center. On any given day, 
a stroll through the labs will raise 
the “hmmm” level of the observer: 
“What is that?” “Is it alive?” and, at 
times, “What is that smell?”

Recent sites and smells from 
Justin Cyboron’s middle school 
science lab include:
n Live amphibians, reptiles and 
fish for inquiry-based research
n Planting flowers in the center’s 
outdoor pots for Earth Day
n Three baby rabbits (sometimes 
called “kits”) were taken in by the 
science center as foster animals. 
Found on the playground, students’ 
natural curiosity led many to touch 
the rabbits to the point the mother 
would no longer care for them. 
When the rabbits are able to care 
for themselves, they will be re-
leased. 

august 23 
is the first 
day of the 
2017-2018 

school year!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B7ZLQaEQDdc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlnNblEcQQY
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Iowa School 
for the Deaf’s 
students are 

The something-for-everyone 
Deaf Cultural Celebration 
held at ISD in late April 

was successful, according to the 
ISD communications committee 
which hosted the grand event. The 
weekend was held entirely without 
cost for attendees.

“The committee is thrilled with the 
success of our inaugural event,” 
said Deb Cates, Ph.D., sign 
language program coordinator 
and lead on the communication 
committee. “We intend to improve 
upon it even more for next year!”

Cates said 250 participants 
attended the weekend events, 
including 26 families of Deaf and 
hard-of-hearing students as well 
as community members, teachers 
of the deaf and sign language 

Justin’s

“We had parents thanking us and wondering 
why something hadn’t been held like this in 
the state previously.”
 – Deb Cates, Ph.D.

interpreters. Most were from Iowa, 
although residents of Nebraska 
and South Dakota also attended. 

Comments from participants:
n appreciative of the food (also 
provided without cost) 
n it was a wonderful opportunity 
n it was so necessary for the 
students to have this type of event
n it was enjoyed by all
n it was fabulous
n many people expressed a desire 
to attend next year.

Deaf Cultural Celebration was 
funded by the Iowa Department 
of Education and Iowa Lions 
Foundation. Pending approval of 
funding, Deaf Cultural Celebration 
is planned next year for March 
23-25. 

‘Tails’ from the cat diaries
Megan Rang’s class had coast-to-coast participation in their 
project to send an ISD Bobcat around the country and receive 
educational responses about the journey! Thirty-five states 
participated, as well as Canada, Thailand, Puerto Rico and St. 
Croix. Stop by their display in the elementary to see where the 
cats roamed!

IN REVIEW

JiJi
Gettin’

with it
Megan Jones and Katrina 
Landolt, along with their 
classes, celebrated “Jiji Day” 
in late April.

JiJi is a penguin character in 
the ST Math software used by 
students around the country. 
When a student’s answers 
reflect they understand a 
math concept, JiJi crosses 
the screen in celebration and 
as a signal of success. 

The two classes began the 
day with a trip to the Henry 
Doorly Zoo to look at the 
penguins, of course!

Ethan Vetick finishes a 
JiJi Sudoku puzzle.
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Staff News

ISD staff – Share your news! 
Did you recently complete 
a college program? Attend 
a conference? Have a 
change in your family? Send 
your remarkable employee 
news to cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

Congratulations to Ashley 
Villaverde (high school 
faculty) and her husband, 
Marc, on the birth of their 

     

          eaf Identity was the topic 
of a short workshop coordinated 
by middle school teacher Justin 
Cyboron earlier this month for 
ISD’s 6th, 7th and 8th grades. 
Renca Dunn and Colin 
Analco, staff at the Council
Bluffs-based Deaf Missions, 
presented. Dunn and Analco, 
who are deaf, present and 
perform nationally.

Through skits, discussion 
and interactive exercises, 
students decided some 
things that are “cool” 
about being deaf include
being able to use ASL 
while scuba diving and 
through windows, and 
also that loud noises don’t bother 
a person who is deaf or hard of 
hearing as much as a hearing 
person.  

son, Lucas Anthony. Lucas 
was born April 19 at 12:24 
p.m. He weighed 6 pounds, 
3 ounces and was 19.25 
inches long. 

Congratulations to Liz Gates 
(transportation manager), 
and her husband, Carl, on 
the marriage of their son, 
Brian, to Jillianne Kinney 
April 21. The couple were 
wed and live in Council 
Bluffs.

More news 
and photos at

Click here. 

D

Dunn and Analco used skits to 
explain how Deaf people use and 
cherish American Sign Language 
as well as how they receive and 
give support to each other through 
the Deaf community. 

Dunn and Analco explained to the 
students that Deaf people value 
sharing their experiences through 
storytelling. 

Reading was brought up in the 
workshop. The couple explained 
both ASL and written English are 
important and should be equally 
respected. 

It was suggested to the students 
that when they read, they should 
use ASL to create a picture in their 
minds, as ASL is necessary for 
reading comprehension. 

Cyboron stated Dunn later sent 
him this message: “There are 
some students (in your class) that 
have hidden talents. Without a 
doubt, with continuous exposure- 
these students will shine!”  

ISD Middle schoolers learn what’s “cool” about being deaf.

“Seeing the students interact with Colin and Renca reaffirmed 
my belief that Deaf children desperately need positive Deaf 
adults in their daily lives,” said Cyboron. “Thank goodness 
our students have ISD to mold them into an integral part of 
who they are– amazing, proud Deaf people!” n 

Scuba diving this summer? 
Pack your ASL!

https://www.facebook.com/ISDOFFICIALPAGE/
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projects such as the playgrounds, the 
greenhouse, the science center and 
the Lied Multipurpose Complex. 

The ISD Foundation sees value 
in making connections with the 
community, allowing guests to 
understand what special programming 
takes place on campus and why. 

Part-time jobs have been secured by 
former ISD students as a result of the 
lunch, and this year an internship was 
suggested for one of the scholarship 
recipients, proof that ISD’s community 
wants our students to have Sound 
Futures.

Thank you to the 
many individuals and 
departments who made 
the event successful. 

.

A little help, 
please? 

Iowa School for the Deaf will be 
hosting two academic events 
next school year. The Great 
Plains Schools for the Deaf 
triathlon will be Nov. 3 and 4, 
with teams arriving on Nov. 2.  
Volunteers will be needed.

That first event will be a 
good training for the Feb. 15 
- 17, 2018 national academic 
competition, called the Midwest 
Academic Bowl. 

Iowa School for the Deaf has 
been selected as the host site 
for this Galluadet University  
competition. Twenty schools 
and about 300 people will 
be on campus, where four 
competition areas will be used 
simultaneously.

Something of this magnitude 
means ISD will need to have 
about 60 volunteers to handle 
everything from doorkeepers to 
timers, transportation, housing, 
food support and more.

 “Whereas GPSD is a 
big event, the MWAB 
is, as our president 
would say, ‘huge’!” 
–  Nyle Smith
   MWAB event chair
ISD students not participating 
in the competition will be taken 
home early to accommodate the 
staffing needs the weekend will 
require.  

Please keep your calendar clear 
that weekend and consider 
donating time for the Midwest’s 
brightest deaf students!

Nicole Smith and her 

son, Austin Stage, tell 

their story of Austin’s 

struggles to find the 

right classroom fit for 

him. Interpreting their 

experiences was Janay 

Ekrich.

 

Although not all bills are yet in, 
the ISD Foundation estimates it 
will profit about $13,000 on this 

year’s Sound Futures fundraiser. 

The luncheon had 140 guests in 
the audience, primarily consisting of 
community members, vendors of ISD, 
other business owners and alumni. 

ISD eighth grader Austin Stage 
and his mother, Nicole Smith, were 
featured at the lunch. Smith described 
how Stage had been at seven schools. 
Since enrolling at ISD, she said he 
finally has friends who are his age and 
who are deaf. At the end of her talk, 
she brought Stage’s ISD friends onto 
the podium and the boys immediately 
engaged in secret handshakes and 
chest bumps.

Profits from the event will benefit 
college-bound seniors as well as the 
general fund, which supports large 

Let’s get out of here–  Residential 
counselor Crystal Moellenberndt states 
as part of a girls night out in the dorm, 
an escape room was developed. Ask 
a high school student who lives in the 
dorms, who was faster at solving the 
mystery, boys or girls? 
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At the April Board of Regents, 
State of Iowa meetings on 
ISD’s campus, two ISD 

employees were honored.

Scott Mauch, 
facilities manager, 

received the 
Professional 
and Scientific 
employee 

award. Mauch 
serves on the 

ISD communication 
committee, the school 

campus safety and security 
committee and also the school 
improvement advisory committee.  
He joined the ISD staff in late fall, 
2011.

Cindy 
Rosenberg 
received the 
Regent’s 
Faculty 

Excellence 
award. 

Rosenberg is 
the K-12 art teacher. She began 
at ISD as a part-time preschool 
teacher, and soon became the 
K-8 art teacher. In 2003, her new 
principal suggested she earn her 
5-12th grade art endorsement 
(which she did). Rosenberg will 
retire at the end of the school year, 
with 36 years of employment at ISD. 
“Cindy incorporates vocabulary and 
language into all her students’ art 
projects,” wrote Rebecca Gaw, ISD 
principal, of Rosenberg’s teaching 
style.  

Julie Holland, who has taught at 
ISD for 38 years, was among a 
handful of stand-out teachers 
honored at this spring’s Council 
Bluffs Rotary lunch.

When a deafblind student enrolled 

Local Rotary 
honors ISD 
faculty

into her classroom, 
Holland sought  
(and continues to 
seek) information 
on how to best 
educate deafblind 
students. Holland 
now has the 
only deafblind 
classroom in Iowa, and works 
with the Iowa Deafblind Project 
coordinator as a resource for other 
teachers.


