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Eighth grader lands
national awardA piece of ISD 

history in D.C.
It’s an oldie but a goodie tale 

(perhaps tail) of rooster meets 
hen, rooster loses worm, rooster 

is humiliated in front of hen. Or 
something like that.

Damien Holste, who is an 8th grade 
student at Iowa School for the 
Deaf and a resident of Clarinda, 
composed a poem in American 
Sign Language (ASL) this fall that 
resulted in him winning a national 
middle school contest. 
Gallaudet University in Washington, 
D.C. and Phi Kappa Zeta partnered 
to offer the National Literary 
Competition, open to second-12th 
grade students who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. 

3-2-100: Using just three handshapes, 

in two minutes, Damien Holste won first 

place and $100 in Gallaudet University’s 

national ASL middle school poetry 

contest. 

New room is sensational!

In December, Iowa School for 
the Deaf was contacted by the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) Museum in 
Washington, D.C. The museum 
has obtained an elaborate 

Having such command of American Sign Language as a middle 
schooler is unusual when children, like Holste, are born into hearing 
families. He benefited from in-home early literacy programs and 
attended schools for the deaf. 
Cyboron credit’s Holste’s poetry win with natural ability, and 
the support of his family and educational environments. 
“If he had attended public school, he may have missed the opportunity 
to enter this contest- and his win may have been unappreciated by his 
peers,” said Cyboron. “At ISD, we have language and cultural role 
models and we celebrate his talent.”

It was also 
location, location, location.

Continued on 
next page

needlework sampler  
made in 1858 by 
one of ISD’s earliest 

students, 18-year-old 
Susannah McClure. 

What makes the sampler 
so rare? “I think the 
sampler tradition was 
dying out by the1850s, so 

western states have fewer 
of them,” said Alden O’Brien, 

curator of costumes and 
textiles at the DAR Museum. 

Continued inside

O’Brien notes the purpose of such 
samples was to mark clothing and 
other laundry. Stenciled or written 
ink replaced this laborious labeling 
system.
“Decorative needlework was still 
prized but (the results were) overall 
clunkier designs,” said O’Brien. 
She notes this sampler’s alphabet, 
numbers and added decorative 
details was rare in 1858, when 
McClure made the piece.
Editor’s note: In October, 2014, 
alumna Gwendolyn Mix donated 
her sampler from 1927 to the ISD 
Museum. Although not as elaborate 
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Working with ISD middle school 
teacher Justin Cyboron, 
the two met outside of 
school hours and over 
lunch to explore and 
develop ideas, film, 
edit and submit 
the work titled, 
“Impressing the 
Girl” in about two 
weeks.  

"I did not expect to get 
first place," said Holste, 
who chose to portray a story of 
a rooster's attempts to woo a hen by 
catching an escape-savvy worm. 
“Signing is very instinctive for 
Damien,” said Cyboron. “He’s a 
remarkable young man with amazing 
signing skills. He is very visual; 
expressive. This poem was 
almost better than the real 
thing.”
“I can watch cartoons and get a 
picture in my head, and make my 
head and body move just like the 
rooster in my story,” said Holste. “I 
added character to my bird- he was 
cocky- instead of just being a bird 
eating a worm.”

Thanks to a suggestion from 
Cyboron’s wife, Shannan, Holste 
added the hen to bring in humor. This 
casting decision extended the original 
piece from 30 seconds to just under 
the limit of two minutes. ISD high 

 

 While English poetry might 
include a discernible 

meter or rhyme within stanzas, 
American Sign Language poetry 
often uses repetitive movements 
or handshapes. 
For the national contest which 
Damien Holste won, poets 
were required to use just three 
handshapes. 
A handshape is not a sign, 
but handshapes are used to 
form signs. Think of it like a 
letter of the alphabet. A letter 
is not usually a word by itself, 
but with other letters, creates 
many words. Handshapes, 
with different arm and wrist 
movements, and body movement 
and facial expressions, create 
many signs.

It’s different 
in ASL.

handshapes vs. signs

The contest was split into written or ASL divisions, and by grades. 
One grand prize winner across all categories and ages will be 
announced in January. The winner receives a trip to Gallaudet 
University.  

550 contestants entered the ASL poetry 
contest. Holste was one of three winners.

Holste’s three handshapes:
n one, used for worm 
n 20, used for chicken
n three, used for rooster

one 20 three

See it here Damien 

Holste’s award-winning 

poem, “Impressing the 

Girl” is available HERE.

continued from frontnational award
school teacher Beth Chadwick 

made suggestions for the 
title.

“I’m still impressing 
the girls,” said 
Holste, sporting a 
neon yellow t-shirt 
with the wording, 
“This shirt glows 

when my swag is 
on.”

Although confident after 
his win, Cyboron noted 

Holste never brags about the 
accomplishment in front of peers 
(many classmates now want to enter 
next year’s contest). And if ASL comes 
easy to the middle schooler, being 
filmed does not.
“I was kind of embarrassed to be 
recorded,” he said. “Then the more 
we did it, it was funnier and easier.” 
Cyboron notes if anyone else was in 
the room at the time, Holste would 
wait to record until they left. 
Now nearly 1,000 views on his 
YouTube later, some people still might 
wonder what Holste was doing in the 
video (“My dad thought I was dancing 
when he first saw it,” said Holste), but 
his art in action brings a smile to all.

That ‘dancing’ netted Holste a quick 
$100. He plans to use it to purchase 
a new cell phone. 

We can only hope it’s to study more 
cartoons for future poetry. n

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSmE_QDam6M&feature=youtu.be
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as Susannah McClure’s, Mix’s 
featured the same letters, numbers 
and small animals.  
Here’s what we know about McClure, 
who made the historic piece.
• Became deaf at two years old
• Enrolled at the Ohio State School for 
the Deaf when she was 8; there was no 
formal deaf education in Iowa yet. 
• Although she is not listed among the 
first group of students in 1855 at Iowa, 
she joined shortly afterwards.  
• McClure and her husband, Conrad 
Zorbaugh, met as students at ISD, 
although they both first attended Ohio 
State School for the Deaf (at separate 
times).
• The couple taught at ISD. Zorbaugh 
taught at both the Iowa City and Council 
Bluffs sites. McClure was the first 
female faculty member at ISD. 
• They had seven children, one who 
became a member of the DAR. “The 
DAR’s interest, however, was more due 
to the rarity of an Iowa sampler and the 
interesting story attached to it,” O’Brien 
added. 

This piece was sold to a sampler and 
needlework dealer in New York City 
by the family about 25 years ago. The 
DAR Museum bought it in 2007. n

ISD history 
in D.C. continued

ISD sets new event

Deaf Cultural 
Celebration

It’s gonna be big. Maybe even huge.

The first ISD Deaf Cultural Celebration weekend, set for April 21 - 
23 will be full of acceptance, diversity, American Sign Language, 
English, learning, food and fun. Never before has ISD hosted 
an event of this kind or scale – and everyone is invited to join 
the action. What would make this even better? How about free 
admission?  

It’s an experience- 
packed cultural 
weekend, but the 
purpose is simple: “To 
celebrate Deaf culture,” 
said Deb Cates, 
Ph.D., sign language 
program coordinator. 
Cates is part of a 
communication 
committee at ISD 
focused on improving 
ASL use on campus.

Every aspect of the 
weekend will be 
accessible in American Sign Language and English. Signers of all 
levels (or no level at all) are welcome. Guest speakers, panelists 
and hands-on workshops will provide a bevy of support and tools, 
especially for parents and educators  of young deaf children. 

Celebrate ISD (the annual school carnival), an art exhibit, resource 
expo and entertainment are also offerings throughout the 
weekend. Breakfast, lunch and evening meals will be offered at no 
cost to attendees.

To ensure families who need the experience can attend, limited 
scholarships for lodging and travel are available, thanks to the 
Iowa Lions Foundation.

Although there is no cost to attend the weekend, registration 
is required for planning purposes. Click HERE to access the 
form. For scholarship and other information, contact Dr. Cates at 
dcates@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org or click HERE.

Click HERE to get this info in ASL, presented by Bryce Hendricks, ISD high school ASL teacher and member of the communication committee. 

McClure’s 1858 work. Photo courtesy 

of The Daughters of the American 

Revolution Museum, Washington D.C.

 

https://docs.google.com/a/iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegQ6vTNXVx5jICsh-ws1RuNk3nSPZ3RHhfKpG_cAQNIPVY-g/viewform
mailto:dcates%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=txUjScHxn-E&feature=youtu.be
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Google this
W   e probably don’t even 

notice it. 

Where did you learn to notify an 
employer you are ill and going to 
miss work? How do you know to 
say, “Nice to meet you,” and make 
eye contact when encountering a 
new person? 

Maybe it was taught specifically to 
you, or likely, you picked it up from 
watching and listening to the world 
around you. You learned it. Without 
even noticing.

These simple, yet critical learning 
moments are often difficult to 
access for students with hearing 
or vision challenges. Navigating 
the independent world, however, 
requires this knowledge.

How does extended learning 
work? Extended learning 
activities are weekend, summer 
and after school opportunities 
held to bring learning to these 
Iowa students they otherwise 
might miss. 

Do you know who taught you that? 
Activities are often coupled with 
core subjects like math, science 
and reading, but disguised as fun 
learning. 

Who gives input to extended 
learning? An extended learning 
program team meets regularly 
to develop and review goals and 
action plans. 

What’s next for extended 
learning?
Four action plans the team is 
currently tackling include:
n Offering more events across 
the state, for more ages.

n  Increasing use of technology 
to inform students across Iowa 
about activities.

n  Working with other agencies 
to expand career exploration and 
transition from high school-to-
work learning.

n  Planning activities a year in 
advance. This will allow IEP 
teams from across the state 
to consider extended learning 
options into annual goals. 

Summer camps are part 
of the 

extended lea
rning offerin

gs. Here, 

students pract
ice daily yog

a at the 

ISD Get Active camp held June, 2016.

Usually, the learning is specific to 
the hearing or vision loss.

A child who is deaf or hard 
of hearing might benefit from 
activities that teach how to work 
with an interpreter, change a 
hearing aid battery or the soft skills 
of working. 

The primary focus is 
bringing experiences and 
skill sets to students who   
         otherwise may not 

have  access to    
  such information. 

IESBVI paved the way. Iowa Educational 
Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
(IESBVI) has offered dozens of such 
activities across the state annually since 
2009. 

After the formation of the Northeast Regional 
Academy in Charles City, extended learning 
opportunities began to broaden for students who 
are deaf or hard of hearing. 

One extended learning activity paired senior high and 
elementary students as email pen pals. How great is 
that for addressing both social and English skills?
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Presenting your Jr. National Association of the Deaf officers for 2016/2017: (left to right) Johnathon Wilke, president; Nathan Weigel, vice president; Austin Stage, secretary; Jayden Kohl, 

Google this

Iowa School for the 
Deaf has changed its 
email system from 
Outlook to Google’s 
Gmail. Some staff were 
using Gmail before the 
holidays as a trial, and 
all staff and students 
moved to Gmail Jan. 3. 

Dusty Charvat, info
rmation 

technology 
consultant, and 

statewide consultant Marsha 

Gunderson pro
blem solve a 

Google use question.

8 Reasons for becoming 
a Google school

1.  Unlimited storage 
with Gmail and 
Google drive. No 
limits!

6. Teachers can use Google 
classroom which allows 
them to create and collect 
assignments electronically, as 
well as track assignments. 

2.  Sharing and collaborating 
with other agencies using 
Google (Department of 
Education, Area Education 
Agencies, Board of Regents)3. Easy sharing 

and collaboration 
for teachers and 
students.

5. Calendars can be 
shared outside of 
ISD with other Gmail 
users. 

4. E-mail and Google 
drive files may be 
accessed any where 
with an internet 
connection. Students 
and teachers can 
work from home.

7. ISD saves money by 
not having to upgrade the 
mail server, buy software, 
support and costly disk 
storage.

8. Google uses thousands of 
servers and its reliability is more 
than 99%. If one server fails, other 
servers back up the information. 

treasurer. Kevin Boyce and Kathy Miller, lead dormitory workers, are the club’s sponsors.

It’s worked so far, but 
we’re not out yet. 

Click HERE to view 
ISD’s weather 

policy.

http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/bobcat-prowler/is-school-closed/
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Staff News

ISD is where students learn 
to take pride in Deaf culture, 
improve their self-identity, 
develop a healthy self-esteem 
and develop both ASL and 
English skills. 

ISD staff –Share your news! 
Did you recently complete 
a college program? Attend 
a conference? Have a 
change in your family? Send 
your remarkable employee 
news to cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

n Kara 
Bussing 
began 
working as 
a school 
assistant in 
December.

n Congratulations to Lorie 
Horn, middle school teacher, 
on the marriage of her son, 
Patrick, to Lexy Rose. The 
couple was married Nov. 12 
in Glidden, Iowa. They reside 
in Underwood, Iowa.

n Fist 
bumps 
to Heath 
Focken, 
boys 
residential 
counselor, 
for making 
a big 
impression on a young 
student. First grader Owen 
Gearhart (left) wrote school 
is his favorite place to be. 
When probed by teacher 
Megan Jones as to why, 
he wrote, “I like Heath.” 
Classmate Ethan Vetick 
is pictured with Gearhart; 
Focken is pictured in 
Gearhart’s drawing.

by Steve Gettel
Superintendent
Iowa School for the Deaf

Creating a culturally aware 
work environment means 
better language inclusion 

for everyone. When two or more 
hearing people have conversations 
without signing in a place where deaf 
or hard-of-hearing people are, this 
cuts off communication access. 

When we aren’t confident about our 
American Sign Language (ASL) 
language skills, we may wonder if 
our signing is judged by those we 
know are more proficient than we 
are. 

This concern may lead to people 
signing less often, which is opposite 
of our goal to improve the amount 
and quality of sign language used at 
Iowa School for the Deaf. 

Some people might think, “It 
wasn’t important, why should I 
sign?” However, hearing people 
passing by have access to the 
subject being discussed. When 
we don’t sign our conversations, 
(dry as they may be to an outside 
party), we isolate our deaf staff and 
students from the basic right of 
communication. 

Some other things result when we 
don’t sign our conversations. Our 
students have less opportunity to 
learn, and yet they need language 
immersion. Additionally, a deaf or 
hard-of-hearing person may infer 
those who choose to not sign are 
signifying deaf individuals aren’t 
important enough to be given access 
to the conversation. 

True, we vary in our signing abilities. 
Some of us may feel inadequate or 
even embarrassed as we work to 
improve our skills

That’s no reason not to sign! I am 
not as efficient of a signer as I need 
to be, but I take classes and practice 
to improve my skills. 

No one is judging me when I sign– 
staff who are deaf and members 
of the deaf community tell me they 
appreciate my efforts to improve my 
signing.
 
So let’s support our deaf students 
and staff at ISD. It’s important for 
everyone to be knowledgeable, 
respectful and actionable with 
communication. That’s my 
expectation. 

Stronger communication 
will lead to a stronger 
community at ISD. 

Yes, even the boring stuff!
Go on and sign!

Thanks for 
signing and 
including me 

in your 
conversation.

You are important. 
I want to include you. 

Sometimes I feel 
embarrassed 

about my skills. 



Our coordination; 
your generosity 

n Thanks to our staff, students and community 
who registered to donate blood for the ISD student 
bloodmobile drive! 

We exceeded our goal of 24 units and collected 28! 
Give the gift of life this spring- the next blood drive is 
scheduled at ISD for Friday, April 7. 

n The middle school student council collected more 
than 300 food items, benefitting 10 families. Thanks to 
all for making the holidays a little brighter for others.

Feeling sad? Have a seat, buddy. 

ISD students and guidance counselor Jane Gradoville dedicate the new Buddy Bench in December.

Nobody should have to play alone 
if they don’t want to. 
A new Buddy Bench, donated 
to ISD Elementary by the Carter 
Lake, Iowa Optimist Club, now 
encourages students who feel 
lonely or unaccepted to let peers 
know of their feelings by sitting on 
the bench. 

The bench project is a national 
program aimed at reducing 
loneliness among students on the 
playground. Thirteen are located 
in Council Bluffs schools. ISD art 
teacher Cindy Rosenberg worked 
with ISD students to decorate the 
bench. 

Rosenberg said in an interview 
with The Daily Nonpareil 

she noticed the 
designs her 
students drew as 
samples had the 
common theme 
of ISD’s gold and 
maroon school 
colors. “I think 
that’s important 
because it shows 
the kids all feel as 
one, all the way 
from kindergarten 
to 12th grade,” she 
said.

Middle school students who helped 
collect food are (left to right): Britany 
Adame, Damien Holste, Ryenne Frieze and 
Austin Stage.

Hang on to it, Roberto! 
JJ The Mime, who is also 
deaf and has performed 
internationally, trusts 6th grader 
Roberto Hernandez-Jacome 
with a cherished painting 
which Hernandez accidentally 
dropped. (You can see it, right?) 
Due to a personal connection at 
ISD, JJ gave the student body 
a holiday gift with a private 
gratis performance right before 
holiday break.  

Middle school students knocked out another service project on the last day before holiday break. They made windsocks for local nursing home residents. 
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A  – Karina Vallin, ISD 7th grader, carefully 
transfers cotton balls for her team’s 
3-Minute-to-Win-It activity on the afternoon 
before holiday break. B – Thanks to the 
Army Corps of Engineers in Omaha, Santa 
(yes, he signs!) gave ISD elementary 
students like Ashley Viera-Nieto a pile of 
gifts. C – Led by teacher Justin Cyboron, 
this middle school team strategizes on the 
next round of Minute--to-Win-It games.
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