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making a  
quick exit Half a team 

scores big at 
GPSD

“Everyone’s help is appreciated to ensure students get to the training on time,” 
said Gates, who schedules the emergency practices for 2.30 p.m.

The next drill is planned for March. 

Don’t dismiss the twice-yearly 
emergency bus evacuations, 
appeals Liz Gates, ISD 

transportation manager. “They are 
as important as fire, tornado and 
emergency response drills,” she 
emphasizes.

Iowa requires schools to hold 
the evacuation drills at least 
twice each year. Gates begins 
her sessions with a quick video 
overview and then the student 
body boards school buses. Student 
volunteers are assigned to each 
bus for the drill to help passengers 
make a safe jump to the ground. nJunior Layne Guerrero and senior Austin Davis 

help 4th grader Nathan Stacey leap to safety.

New room is sensational!Proud to be 
an American

Congratulations to 4PLUS student 
Masta Mulemba, who became a 
citizen of the United States this 
fall.  Mulemba was a citizen of 
the Republic of Congo, Africa. He  
credits ISD government teacher  
Roxie Stevens with helping him to 
get through the naturalization test, 
which consisted of six questions. 
Mulemba enrolled at Iowa School for 
the Deaf in 2013. 

A three-part competition featuring 
academic, oratorical and American 
Sign Language (ASL) know-how 
put Great Plains Schools for the 
Deaf to the test Nov. 10-13. The 
annual competition was held at 
Missouri School for the Deaf.

ASL bowl – Atlhough ISD had just 
half of a  team entered into the ASL 
bowl, ISD scored second overall. 
There were 30 competitors in the 
ASL bowl and junior Darby Baker 
earned first place in the handshape 
category.

Oratorical 
competition 
– Seventh 
grader John 
Wilke earned 
third 
place in 
the 7-9th 
grade division.We are also proud of 
Sadie Kindt (sophomore) and Nate 
Weigel (freshman) who were among 
the 22 presenters. Their theme 
was, “What the World Gains from 
Optimism.”

Academic bowl – ISD’s team 
finished 3-4. Coach Bryce Hendricks 
said, “Losses were all close with 
a one-point loss to the eventual 
champion. They exceeded 
expectations for this tournament.” n
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More from Coach Welsch:
 “Our team was quite 

inexperienced, as evident by our 
1-5 record, but the experience gained 

during the season gives us hope for the 
future. Nine players out of the 14 on the roster were playing 
varsity level football for the first time, and three of the nine 
were playing football for the first time ever. With at least 10 
players returning next year, we have more experience coming 
back than we did at the beginning of this season.

We may have lost some games by nightmarish margins, but 
those experiences will be something the returning players 
can draw upon for motivation next year. One positive that 
came out of this season was that we were shut out in only one 
game, as opposed to suffering three shut outs in 2015.”

Positives from 2016 football:
n No serious injuries
n Did not end games early
n Focused on using 6-man formations (instead of switching 
from 8-man to 6-man).

Coach Brent Welsch’s favorite highlight: Win over Wisconsin, 
the first homecoming win since 2009 and the first win over a 

Deaf school in two years (Kansas, 2014). 
“Jon Mayer was just electric in that win, 

scoring six touchdowns, including 
a dramatic 60 yard punt return 
in which he faked out the entire 
Wisconsin punt coverage before 
hitting daylight,” said Welsch. 
Final score: 46-40

1 0
Good times roll

years

The Nebraska/Iowa Deaf 
Bikers group celebrated its 
10-year anniversary at ISD’s 
homecoming this year. For a 
decade, they have held a poker 
run after the football game and 
donated to the ISD Foundation.
This year, the group celebrate 
the milestone with t-shirts, and 
signed the one featured above 
before presenting it to ISD. 
Mike Friesen, coordinator of 
the event, said this year was a 
perfect 70-degree day and 26 
people participated. The group 
donated nearly $300 to the ISD 
Foundation. 

Congratulations to 
ISD’s middle school 
students who were honored 
at a city-wide recognition 
ceremony for 7th and 8th 
graders who demonstrate 
strong academics and 
positive characteristics: 7th 
grade: Ashley Pascual, David 
Schreiber; 8th grade: Ryenne 
Frieze, Jessie Murphy and 
Austin Stage. All students 
received certificates at the Nov. 
16th event held at Lewis Central 
middle school auditorium.

Brave, New 

World – Marcy 

Roush’s 3rd/4th grade 

class explains their 

diorama, compete 

with Pilgrims, on this 

Youtube video. Click 

HERE. Left to right: 

AshleyVera-Nieto, Eric 

Yepez-Morales, Austin 

Gaines and Nathan 

Stacey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjbDi2xJvJw
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WEE are 

busy!
The We Explore our Environment 
(WEE) program reports a busy 
outdoor fall. WEE provides extra 
language immersion especially 
for Iowa School for the Deaf’s 
younger students who may not 
board in the dorms.
Taryn Peterson, ISD’s student 
life advisor, stated the group 
went to Ditmars Apple Orchard 
outside of Council Bluffs, learned 
about different types of apples 
grown, and enjoyed apple cider 
doughnuts. They picked apples, 
too. 
The group also visited the 
Bellevue Berry Farm in Bellevue, 
Neb.,  just before Halloween. 
The students explored a haunted 
house, an Old West ghost town, 
and “braved the rough seas in the 
Pirates’ Cove play area,” Peterson 
said. 
“We’ve also been cooking up a 
storm,” she said. “We focus on 
making healthy dishes, but once 
in a while we treat ourselves! 
One example of a dish we’ve 
made recently – dessert burritos! 
Decadent melted chocolate and 
marshmallows, strawberries, 
bananas, and other fruits, 
wrapped up in warm tortillas!”

ISD among one thousand

In late October, ISD elementary students were part of a citywide Raise 
Me to Read campaign which featured the story The Bear Ate Your 
Sandwich by Julia Sarcone-Roach. 

In the ISD elementary, 45 children and adults (some as guest readers) 
participated. The books were given to all elementary students, and 
videos of adults reading to them were posted to Youtube (see below). 
Parents and students (and others) are encouraged to reference the 
video,  as a model for how to read/sign a story to children. 

Classroom activities spanned the day, including mask making, painting 
bears,  and going on a bear hunt with an obstacle course in physical 
education. Thank you all so much for helping with the Raise Me to Read 
campaign launch. Over 1,000 children locally were read to on Oct. 27.

View Tyler Kerger’s 
storytelling of The Bear 

Ate Your Sandwich 
HERE.

Two football categories may be in 
GPSD’s future – The first weekend of November, Iowa 
School for the Deaf hosted the first athletic directors (AD) retreat 
for teams in the Great Plains Schools for the Deaf conference.  All 
eight of the conference’s schools were represented (one by website 
conferencing). 

According to ISD athletic director Nyle Smith, the weekend gave 
the ADs needed time to discuss and consider changing aspects to 
the various competitions. For instance, the group discussed the 
possibility of splitting the football competition into two divisions: 
one for 6-man and another for 8-man. The ADs will now defer to their 
superintendents for the final vote. Bylaw drafts were also reviewed, 
and by February’s GPSD basketball tournament, a finalized draft 
should be available. Officers were also elected by the group.

The retreat is expected to be held every three years, and will likely 
rotate hosting between Kansas and Iowa, as the two are most 
central for member states of Missouri, Oklahoma, Minnesota, 
Arkansas, Wisconsin, Kansas, Iowa and New Mexico.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Q4uS6q9VJM&feature=youtu.be
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Elizabet Topete
n 31 responses
n Most were students (13) or 
teachers (9)
n 16 chose Hocus Pocus as a 
favorite Halloween movie
n 11 stated caramel apples were 
their favorite Halloween dessert 
n 11 stated they stay home with 
family on Oct. 31
n 13 responded they would rather 
dress up as a Minion, as opposed 
to a T-rex or a banana
n 18 would not take a pet trick or 
treating
n 12 stated their favorite candy 
was Reeses Peanut Butter Cup  
n 14 planned to visit a haunted 
house 

Alondra Regalado
n 26 respondents
n 15 responses were from those at 
least 22 years old
n 7 responses were from 17 year-
olds
n 15 were female

Erica Bloomhall 
Which is your favorite chewy 
candy?
n Starburst 44.44%
Which is your favorite dark 
chocolate candy?
n Dove Dark Chocolate 40%
Which is your favorite spicy candy?
n Hot tamales 61.54%
Which is your favorite milk 
chocolate candy?
n Reese Cup 73.33%
Which is your favorite sour candy?
n Sour Skittles 61.54%
Which is your favorite hard candy?
n Jolly Rancher 60%
Which is your favorite kind of 
chocolate candy (any)? 
n Twix 50%
Which is your favorite old 
fashioned candy?
n Candy buttons strips 63.64%
Would you prefer salty or sweet 
candy?
n Sweet 66.67%
Which candy you think is most 
popular?
n M&M’s 46.67%

 
Roxie Stevens’ current events students explored Survey Monkey this fall, 
using questions about Halloween. Stevens said the three girls learned 
teamwork, and independent problem-solving as well. “As part of Iowa 
Common Core, students are supposed to learn 21st Century technology 
skills,” she said. Below are the students’ results of their surveys.

Scary stuff! Meanwhile, in 
Charles City...

Top to bottom: 
Klayton uses magnetic 
shapes and sorts colored 
blocks. 

ISD teacher Jessie Menchak 
and Izzy work on signs for 
shapes.

Nessa gets a visit from ISD 
interpreter Michelle Schulz 
who was on maternity leave 
with baby Collyns Marie.

Izzy associates the letter “f” 
with fingerpainting.

n 10 responded they had favorite 
animal costumes other than what 
was listed for choices
n 6 chose a wolf costume
n 9 responded Batman was the 
best costume for a boy
n 9 responded Supergirl was the 
best costume for a girl
n 11 responded an Avenger was 
the best costume for a man
n 9 responded a witch is the best 
costume for a woman
n 14 responded Reese’s is their 
favorite chocolate Halloween 
candy
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n Katie Koch 
began working 
as a school 
assistant in 
September.

Kindergar
tener Neil Metteer 

is excite
d about casting

 his 

vote at a
 mock elec

tion held
 

for first floor elem
entary 

voters. S
tudents co

uld vote 

for the 
Dog or Cat party.

 

The Dog party 
won. It was 

unknown if the 
animals ran 

a clean c
ampaign, or

 fought 

like...

Employee news
Liz Gates (ISD transportation 
manager) and husband Carl, 
have a third granddaughter. 
Ellianna Gates,  was born June 
25, 2016 to Brian Gates and 
Jillianne Reneé Kinney.

n Tyler Kerger 
began working 
as a school 
assistant in 
September. 
Kerger also 
assists with 
library needs.

Congratulations to Karen 
Lechner (physical education 
and health teacher) and Angie 
Fieldler on the marriage of 
their son, Tanner Fieldler, to 
Eileen Cummings. The couple 
was married Oct. 8 in Omaha, 
where they reside.

We extend our sympathy 
to Justin Cyboron (middle 
school science and math 
teacher) whose grandmother 
died in October.

ISD staff –Share your news! 
Did you recently complete 
a college program? Attend 
a conference? Have a 
change in your family? Send 
your remarkable employee 
news to cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.

 
Follow the 2016/2017 

season schedule 
HERE for 

Bobcat 
Basketball.

GetTweets from 
the ISD athletic 

department: 
@ISDBobcatSports.

Some games will be 
live streamed.
Tune in HERE.

 

White named to 
GPSD team

Congratulations 
to senior Annie 
White who was 
named to the 
Great Plains 
Schools for the 
Deaf volleyball 
all-tournament team. The GPSD 
tournament took place in Oklaho-
ma this year.

Coach Karen Lechner is looking for 
improvement next fall among her 
volleyball players. 

“(Next year) young players, such 
as Shayla Dobias and Maddie 
Healy will be leading the team,” 
said Lechner. This year’s 4-15 
record included a historical win 
over the Minnesota Trojans. 

Winter weather
will soon be here.

Click HERE to view 
ISD’s weather 

policy.

He voted!

http://www.greatplainsschoolsforthedeafconference.org/g5-bin/client.cgi?G5genie=904&school_id=2
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC2zVRth1m3rfJBB-S49ErNg
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/bobcat-prowler/is-school-closed/
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Phil holds 
longevity record

Soon, a passed-around houseplant will 
have observed students and faculty at 
ISD for six decades. The cut-leaf 

philodendron (“Phil”) has no plans to retire 
soon. In the present and foreseeable 
future he is content to stay passive, cleaning 
the air and providing oxygen.
Phil has just been handed to middle school 
science teacher Justin Cyboron, from high 
school science teacher Kristen Newton, 
who was the plant’s custodian for the last 7 
years.  High school teacher Susan Trucano 
had given Phil to Newton when Trucano left 
ISD. Retiree and alum Jerry Siders gave Phil 
to Trucano when he retired in 2009. Siders 
had given Phil to his mother in 1960, and she 
returned Phil to him. 

PTSSA holds first 
meeting of the 

year
About 15 people attended 
the first organizational 
Parent Teacher Student Staff 
Association (PTSSA) meeting 
of the year, held Nov. 15. If you 
are a parent who would like to 
attend- don’t let distance be a 
barrier! Several participated 
by internet conferencing. 

It was suggested a car show 
fundraiser be researched, 
which might include family 
activities such as photos 
with motorcyles, grilled 
concessions and a bouncy 
house. 

Discussion included the 
need for parents and staff 
to get to know each other. 
Could the parent recognition 
night at basketball games 
be reinstated? Can the new 
digital display system, which 
will be working soon, feature 
students signing? Can the 
website do the same? 

A positive behavior 
reinforcement model was 
explained. A committee is 
needed to help implement 
the model. The Standrad 
Response Protocol is used in 
emergencies at ISD. 

PTSSA will soon select 
officers. Until then, ISD 
adminstration will guide the 
group. 

For more information, contact 
Ty Thornock, assistant 
principal, at tthornock@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org or 
712.366.3249.

It’s become a 
favorite assignment. 
Senior English teacher 
Jeanette Watson sees growth 
from her students every 
year when she starts the 
personalized book assignment.

Her seniors met with Katrina 
Landolt’s three kindergarten 
students. The seniors 
interviewed the all-boy class 
about their favorite characters 
(Superman, monkeys, 
Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles) and then wrote 
personalized books starring 
each child as the main 
character. There was one 
more senior than 
kindergartener, so the 
fourth book was written to 
stay in the boys’ classroom. 

Senior Austin Davis presents Neil Metteer with  a book written by Davis, featuring Metteer ras the main character. 

The project incorporates many 
concepts about writing that Watson 
teaches- sentence structure, plots, 
narratives and other creative writing 
aspects.

“The students form 
a bond during this 
three-week project.”
– ISD senior English teacher   
   Jeanette Watson

Phil was transplanted 
for the first time in 
2016. Because he was 
kept in a small pot so 
long, he was smaller 
than he typically 
would be in nature 
(Bonsai).
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Owen Gearhart, Jord
an Rablin-

Padilla nd Eth
an Vetick with 

teacher Megan Jones a
re the 

first to pick u
p ISD’s donated 

school supplies.

 Food drive underway Nov. 28 - Dec. 9
The ISD Middle School Student Council is collecting cans, boxes, and 

non-perishable food items for its food drive. Thank you for donating your 
‘still good’ items (check expiration dates, please). Boxes are located in 

elementary, high school and administration buildings.

 

Just add 27 – Students in Kristen Newton’s class 
learned the concept of what 27 additional atoms can do when working 
with 3% hydrogen peroxide and 30% hydrogen peroxide. 
 
“That is a hard concept to understand,” said Newton. To 
demonstrate, she had juniors Elizabeth Nanninga and Sam 
Schultz counted out 100 ‘molecules’ (in this case, pennies). See 
photo at right.

Nanninga had the 3% Hydrogen Peroxide so she added three 
extra oxygen atoms (white tape). Three percent hydrogen 
peroxide is used as natural anti-septic and disinfectant. “It is 
totally safe to use,” said Newton.
 
Schultz counted 30 pennies to represent 30 oxygen atoms (30% 
hydrogen peroxide). This 30% concentration is an oxidizing 

Calm, unassuming 

3% hydro
gen perox

ide. Volatile, rocket-launching 30% hydrogen peroxide

“We have to be very 
careful with the 30%!”
– ISD science teacher 
   Kristen Newton

Which one of these students has the most power at their fingertips?

agent. “It has been used as a propellant in rocketry,” 
Newton warns. vs

vs

A peek at his ‘peeps’
US Congressman David Young, who 
represents Iowa’s third district, toured ISD in 
late November. 4PLUS students learned about 
his hectic travel schedule. 

While at ISD,Young exchanged fist bumps 
with kindergarteners, held water-filled 
polymers, and congratulated Masta Mulemba 
on becoming a citizen of the United States. 
Andy Swanson, who runs Young’s West Des 
Moines office, received a basic American Sign 
Language counting lesson, courtesy of 4PLUS 
student JR Reyes. 
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Around campus 

A  – Look, Ma! No cavities! Freshman 
Jeremiah Lachin has a jaw-dropping 
experience with Omni Dental staff 
David Jones, DDS. The screenings are 
conducted by local dentists annually and 
coordinated by ISD’s health center. 
B – ISD middle school art students 
contributed to new mascot public art, 
posted in their hallway. 
C – School assistant Tyler Svoboda 
guides Draven Peterson (left) and Junior 
Donaldson (right) on a ST learning 
program.  

c.

d.

a.
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c.

b.
Congratulations 
to ISD’s Special 
Olympic state 
bowlers!

Tommy Naumann, 
First place

Nate Christensen, 
First place

Cha Faatz,
Second place


