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See that new playground? 
Planning to pick up a few herbs 
at the greenhouse plant sale? 
Ever strolled through the science 
center? Attended an event at the 
LMC?
All these areas were made 
possible through the ISD 
Foundation, which relies on 
private donations and grants for 
such projects. The Foundation 
also provides some day-to-day 
needs for ISD students.

This May, two events are offered 
to support the work of the 
foundation: 

Continued inside

Winning at working 
 There was only the 

thrill of winning and 
no agony of defeat 

Two events 
for giving 

at the Ninth Annual Job 
Olympics, hosted by Iowa 
School for the Deaf April 6.  
Fifty-eight middle school 
and high school special 
needs students gathered 
in the LMC gym to test 
their accuracy, speed and 
concentration pertaining to 
job skills.
Middle and high school 
students from ISD, West 
Harrison, Lewis Central, 
Sydney, Kirn Middle 
School and Abraham 
Lincoln High School were 
assigned to different job centers. 
Twelve stations were offered, 
including recycling, restaurant 
ordering, bagging groceries, 
money sorting, laundry sorting and 
measuring.
Two of ISD’s deafblind students 
joined the competition this year, 
using cues added especially for 
them such as a can, paper and 
bottle on the outside of a trash can 
to symbolize the recycling station.

1. Sound Futures

2. Omaha Gives!

Eighteen ISD high school volunteers 
judged the events, encouraging 
the candidates to do their best 
and congratulating them upon 
completion.  

“The teachers (from other schools) 
could not say enough about how 
well our students worked with and 
encouraged the participants to do 
their best while they were judging,” 
said LeeAnne Bradley, ISD special 
education teacher and coordinator 
of the event. n

Takoda Krauel is taking a swing at golf 
this year. The ISD freshman, who goes by “Kodee,” 
played in the fall season for Lewis Central and is 
playing this spring, too. He is the first ISD student to 
play golf at LC, according to his coach, Steve Koester. 
Krauel does not use an interpreter at golf. “I believe 
our communication has been great,” said Koester. “He 

works hard and asks questions to improve his game.  It’s been a great 
experience and I hope he sticks with it until graduation.”

ISD senior Brian Johnson keeps a steady hand 
while measuring salt at the annual Job Olympics. 
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Although this life-like dinosaur kept a few ISD students hidden 
behind the safety of staff members, many enjoyed petting the beast 
and showed their brave side. Junior Donaldson didn’t hesitate to 

check the source of this velociraptor’s million-year-old morning breath!  
Science teacher Kristen Newton arranged to have the school-wide 
learning event. Not only was it an experience for students to be 
transformed to a time when dinosaurs walked the earth, but it was a 
science lesson as well. Newton’s  physics students researched dinosaur 
mobility,  especially looking at the walking posture and bone structure.

The soft suit weighs about 70 pounds, and a person inside walks around 
and occasionally makes the dinosaur roar and blink. The suit contains 
a camera inside of its nose connected to a screen inside the suit to help 
guide the dinosaur around its environment. A non-costumed “handler” 
also helped students lead the dinosaur around and answer their 
questions.   

Iowa School for the 
Deaf is governed by 
these folks, who are 
appointed by Iowa’s 
governor.

Sound Futures – May 4
This 90-minute lunch and learn 
connects attendees with the 
mission and success of ISD. 
Tickets are $50 for a sit-down 
lunch. 

This year, a testimonial will be 
presented from the Austin LeRette 
family. Austin, who has autism and 
brittle bone disease (which caused 
his hearing loss) is in his last 
year of 4PLUS, the ISD transition 
program. Contact cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org for 
details on the luncheon.

2 Events, continued

Omaha Gives! – May 25
ISD Foundation is participating in 
this 24-hour event of online giving. 
A minimum of $10 is all it takes 

to help shape the futures of our 
students! Can’t get online on May 
25? You can even preschedule 
your gift!  Extra incentives are 
available to us, too! We can win 
more money if:
– we have a lot of donations 
(Consider breaking your $20 gift 
into two separate donations)
– we have people giving at odd 
times of the day (How’s your giving 
attitude at 2 a.m.?) 
– we have a lot of donors who’ve 
never given to us via Omaha 
Gives! (Hint: this is our first year 
participating so all our donors will 
be considered “new!”)

Omaha Gives! makes it easy to 
share this information on your 
Facebook page and let others 
know of this one-day of donating. 
Everything is tax deductible!
Click HERE for details or go to 
Omaha gives24.org and find us 
under the “nonprofits” button at the 
upper right. n  

Touching our past  

Look sharp! The Board 
of Regents, State of Iowa, 
will hold its April meetings 
at Iowa School for the Deaf 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
April 20 and 21. 

Meeting agendas as well 
as live auditory access are 
available HERE or go to 
regents.iowa.gov.

Thanks to all staff and 
students who are making 
accommodations for a smooth 
and effective spring meeting. 

https://www.omahagives24.org/index.php%3Fsection%3Dorganizations%26action%3Doverview%26fwID%3D1497
http://www.regents.iowa.gov
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Try 33 years. That’s right, 
three decades of contests 
have been handled by ISD 

speech language pathologists 
Cheryl Banks and Sue Miles. 
Thirty-three. Double 3s. 30 + 3. 

Anyway you factor it, the two 
have demonstrated d-e-d-i-c-a-t-
i-o-n working with middle school 
and high school students to write 
and present compositions based 
on annual themes set by the 
sponsoring organization, Optimist 
International. 

Even before Banks and Miles 
entered the picture, Council Bluffs 
Optimist Clubs have sponsored 
ISD in this way for 37 years, giving 
out tens of thousands of dollars 
in scholarships.

Two contests are held annually 
for students who are deaf. The 
first is the oratorical final (for ISD 
students only) and later, the Iowa 
Communication Contest for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing (open to 
ISD students and mainstreamed 
students in Iowa who are deaf or 
hard of hearing).  

The oratorical finals were held 
March 17 this year. This occurred 
after classroom competitions. Five 
winners from the junior division 
(also called Division I and are 

Doing their best brings 

Continued next page

Megan Jones’s elementary 
students participated in the Live 
Healthy Iowa 10-week challenge, 
adopting good health habits and 
recording those habits. They 
tracked daily water, milk, vegetable 
and fruit intake as well as daily 
activity.

 Jones, who is the elementary 
school health council 
representative, spread information 
on adopting healthy lifestyles 
throughout the elementary and 
encouraged involvement with her 
students’ families as well.  

Under the guidance of high school 
health council sponsor Jeanette 
Watson, high school students at 
researched various health issues 
and created posters on their 
findings. Subjects covered areas 
such as the importance of having 
enough sleep, water, fruits and 
vegetables in our life and diets as 
well as the dangers sugar, tobacco 
and the sun can have on our 
health. 

High school students presented the 
projects to elementary students in 
early April. Posters are displayed in 
the ISD cafeteria. 

 

Megan Jones’ class logged 
their participation in a 10-
week health challenge on 
this bulletin board.

School health 
council activities

Junior division oratorical 
contestants Nathan 
Weigel (left) and 
Ryan Stumbo run 
through last-minute 
presentations. Stumbo 
placed 1st in the ISD 
contest and 2nd in the 
ICCDHH contest.  

7th, 8th and 9th grade students) 
and top 5 winners from the senior 
division (also known as Division 
II and are 10th, 11th and 12th 
graders) are selected to present at 
the finals.

Students dress in their professional 
best, have their papers in front of 
them and most choose to sign their 
compositions in front of a panel of 
local judges (some hearing; some 
deaf). All judges have a paper copy 
of the compositions. 

This year’s theme was, 
“How my best brings out 
the best in others.”
ICCDHH is typically held a few 
weeks after the oratorical finals. 
This year, it was on March 31. For 
ISD, the same students eligible to 
compete in the finals are also able 
to compete in ICCDHH. 

 

out oratorical winners for how long?
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He got 4th in the 3200 at the 
CB relays 

Vicki Prigeon’s middle 
school students might 
be appreciating their 

circumstances just a little more 
these days. 

She arranged for a service project 
at Heartland Hope, where these 
new volunteers carried out a 
week’s worth of groceries to 
Heartland’s clients. They also 
stocked shelves and learned what 
it means to be “working poor.”   
Just having a paycheck doesn’t 
always mean needs and bills can 
be covered. 

Prigeon said the students met 
customer service expectations by 
treating each person with respect, 
and giving each one a smile and a 
thank you. 

2 kinds of  

THREE

She said she also saw ISD 
students get resourceful in an 
environment where not everyone 
signs. She notes that 7th 
grader Ryenne Frieze, who was 
interacting with hearing clients 
at Heartland, knew to change 
from the ASL “3” (thumb, index 
and third finger) to how hearing 
individuals commonly represent 
“3” (index, third and ring finger). 
Frieze passed on this valuable 
communication to her classmates, 

who were also interacting with 
hearing food pantry clients. ISD 
students told clients they could get 
three of an item.

“The students needed little 
supervision to carry out the jobs,” 
said Prigeon. “This service project 
teaches students everyone can, 
and needs to do, something for his 
or her community,” she said.  

“Our students 
loved volunteering 

and want to go 
back.” 

   – Vicki Prigeon, 
Middle school teacher

Jessie 
Murphy 
(left) and 
Jonathan 
Sanchez are ready to help food pantry clients load groceries 

into their 
vehicles. 

 Let’s review – The AdvanceED Performance Accreditation 
team is recommending Iowa School for the Deaf for full accreditation. 
ISD underwent an intensive self-study months before AdvancED visited 
campus April 14 and 15.  Through our study, several surveys and the 
rigorous, on-site review, we will better know what we are doing right 
and where improvements can be made. Our goal is to continually 
improve and ensure each student achieves his or her potential. We 
undergo accreditation about every five years. 

“For ICCDHH, the judges are 
always hearing but fluent in 
sign language in case we have 

Division II winners of the oratorical 
finals were: Annie White (first 
place, $500 scholarship); Autumn 
Winter (second place); and 
Alondra Regalado (third place). 
 
Winners of the 2016 ICCDHH 
competition were all ISD students 
(no mainstream students entered 
the competition this year.

Junior division winners for 
ICCDHH were: Ryan Stumbo 

(first place; gold medallion); 
Hannah Kohl (second place; silver 
medallion); and Shayla Dobias 
(third place; bronze medallion). 

Senior division winners for 
ICCDHH were: Austin Davis 
(first place, $2,500 Optimist 
scholarship); Autumn Winter 
(second place, $1,500 scholarship); 
and Erica Bloomhall (third place; 
bronze medallion).
 

students who wish to speak only,” 
said Banks. “

Winners of the oratorical finals 
were: Madison Healy (first place; 
$250 scholarship); Ryan Stumbo 
(second place) and Hannah Kohl 
(third place).
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No passport or luggage was required when the middle school 
students stepped into the Latino culture recently. As a complement 
to their South America and Mexico geography studies, the classes 

took a field trip to El Museo Latino in Omaha.

“Instead of statues and paintings, the students found the artwork was 
made of natural materials, such as tree bark, paper maché and feathers,” 
said middle school geography teacher Vicki Prigeon. 

Prigeon said the students were surprisingly attentive during an 
explanation given by the museum guide regarding how the culture of 
Omaha’s South 24th Street had changed in the last three decades, 
becoming primarily a Latino community and a true cultural hub. 

Later, the group experienced authentic Mexican food at El Alamo 
restaurant. “This was no Taco Bell; not what a lot of them were 

Seventh grader 
Sterlyn 

Aragon gains an
 

appreciation f
or Hispanic 

artwork at the El
 Museo 

Latino. Later,
 students 

wrote essays o
n their 

experiences. 

To wrap up their Civil War 
studies in mid-March, 5th and 
6th graders were visited by 
a reenactor who needed no 
interpreter. 
 
Lindsey Darnall Jr., who is a 
native user of sign language 
and has a passion for history, 
presented information about 
the Civil War to ISD students. 
He wore costumes of both a 
Confederate and Union solider.

He shared replicas of the 
time, such as clothing, a 
tent, weapons and more. He 
recruited an already captive 
army, requiring the students to 
march as if they were in an army 
artillery section. Darnall also 
presented to the high school 
American History students.  

Pretend the cars and folding 
table aren’t there and voila! 
Instant transport to the Civil War 
era, thanks to a friend of ISD.  

A cultural outing

Presenting 
the past for 
the future

expecting,” said Prigeon. “Some 
really loved it, some did not. But it 
provided new learning.” 

Put their bill on our tab– The ISD middle 
school student council have distributed small Ronald 
McDonald houses to numerous 
places on campus. Please pull 
off your tabs from cans and place 
them into the houses. Collecting 
pop tabs and turning them into the 
Ronald McDonald house will help 
pay for its electrical bill each month. 
Student council members will check 
periodically to collect the tabs. 
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Exponents can be learned 
visually- no words 
needed!

Bernacchi, (girls dorm) whose 
mother passed away in late March.

n We express our condolences 
to Kevin Heller (custodial 
department) whose mother passed 
away in April. 

n Cindy LeMaster (ISD art teacher) 
is now Cindy Rosenberg.

n Heartland Hope Mission named 
Vicki Prigeon (middle school 
teacher) as Volunteer of the Month 
for March.

n ISD’s outreach department 
earned more than a dozen 
communication and publication 
awards at April’s Iowa Schools and 
Public Relations Conference held 
in Des Moines.  

n Jessica Menchak has been hired 
by ISD to work in the Northeast 

Employee news
n We offer our sympathy to Janet 

Is it possible? If the language 
barrier is removed, will more ISD 
students understand more math 
concepts? ISD is going to find out 
next school year!

A grant, written by ISD teachers 
Jen Herzog and Kate Kasal, was 
awarded to the school by the 
Governor’s Science Technology 
Engineering Math Advisory Coun-
cil. Only 11 schools in southwest 
Iowa received the grants. ISD’s 
funding will allow the school to 
use ST Math for one year. 

Math without words

Matthew Peterson, creator of ST Math, believes America’s educational 
system is heavy with words, while just a sliver of students rely on words 
for learning. For instance, ISD students are generally visual learners and 
might benefit from a different teaching method.

Peterson has created visual math lessons which teach concepts for 
preschoolers through algebra I. His work has been tested around the 
country with impressive results, such as tripling the amount of students 
who are proficient in math and more importantly, increases “real math 
thinking.” Click HERE for a video that explains his concept more fully. 

Box Tops for Education
Frowny face: Campbell’s Labels for Education program has been 
discontinued. 
Smiley face:  Box Tops for Education is still going strong! Middle school 
student council members continue collecting these gems (see at left) 
that are worth 10¢ each. To entice you to purchase the products which 
carry the Box Tops, coupons in both printable and electronic forms 
(including those which link to coupons via store cards like Hy-Vee) are 
available HERE or at http://www.boxtops4education.com/coupons.  
Collection envelopes are in the schools. 
Box Tops may also be sent to school, directed to Kate Kasal 
(kkasal@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org) or Jane Gradoville (jgradoville@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org). Thank you!

Since we’ve been active in 
the program, we’ve earned 
more than $2,000! Thanks 
for supporting this easy-win 
program at ISD!

Camps aplenty! Iowa School for the Deaf has three camps to choose from for 
summer, 2016! These week-long sleepover camps are just $50 a week (and no child is 
turned away for inability to pay). Click HERE or refer to iowaschoolforthedeaf.org. 

Click HERE for a special baseball camp for deaf and hard-of-hearing students aged 7 - 14! This Des Moines 
day camp is free (baseball camp not affiliated with Iowa School for the Deaf).

Iowa Regional 
Academy. She will 
teach deaf and hard-
of-hearing students 
served by 
the program. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D2VLje8QRrwg
http://www.boxtops4education.com/coupons
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/statewide-opportunities/extended-learning/summer-camp/
http://iowadeafbaseball.com
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An acrostic poem is one that uses the first letters of each line to spell out 
a word or phrase. ISD high school language arts teacher Jeanette Watson 
submitted three of her students’ acrostic works to The Write Touch, a literary 
magazine featuring area students’ creative work. It is published by Council 
Bluffs Schools and the local Optimist Clubs.

Silence is when my CI is turned off
Inspired by supporting families and 
friends
Going out into the world to show 
everyone who I am
Not letting people turn away from me
I will be a hard-of-hearing game 
warden
No one can fill my shoes
Great deaf experience!

Deaf in a hearing world
Ears that cannot hear words
Able to create in our minds
Feeling alone in a cold, dark, quiet 
mind

Ruling sound with our signs
Using our senses to overcome
Language is our barrier to conquer
Educating all!

Hard of hearing is just another label
Always speak for yourself
Rely on an interpreter and note taker
Do not give up your dream
Only you, can be the best advocate 
for yourself
Friends and family will be your 
support system
Hearing with my aid on; deaf with my 
aid off
Evaluating a situation with no sound 
can be difficult
Always tell people what you really 
feel
Read lips
Inspire others
Never give up
Go for it!

Boys hoops summary

“The boys played well together this year, they were anxious 
and willing to learn, and they never gave up,” said boys 
basketball coach Nyle Smith of the 2015/2016 team. 

According to Smith, who also serves as ISD’s athletic director, 
the team finished the season 8–11 and was the consolation 
champion at the GPSD basketball tournament in Wisconsin. 
There, they had wins over New Mexico and Kansas Schools for 
the Deaf. Austin Gaines was named to the GPSD all tournament 
team.

The Bobcats were lead by seniors Austin Gaines, Dalton 
Rosch, Sammy Jacobs, Masta Mulemba and Max Villagomez. 
Austin Davis, Layne Guerrero, Sam Schultz, Ryan Stumbo and 
Ben Brakke rounded out the team.

DEAF RULE
by Michael 
Bennett

SIGNING
by Austin Davis

HARD OF 
HEARING
by Annie 
White

Experiments on the down low
Senior Austin Farr is grounded with 
his physics experiment. The class 
needed to problem solve how to hit 
the block with the slider to create 
specific angles.  
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fast track
On the

Congratulations
to senior JR Reyes, 
who placed 4th 
in the 3200 at 
the CB Relays!

Herbs and 
tomatoes will be 
dominating the annual 
ISD greenhouse sale, 
scheduled for May 4 and 
5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
The greenhouse has 
transitioned to a club, with 
strong membership from 
students who live in the 
dorms. Special thanks to 
residential counselor Brad 
Kruse and retiree Diane 
LeDoux who have kept the 
greenhouse blooming. 

Kruse with greenhouse club 
members Matthew McArthur 
(left) and Tommy Naumann.

Capitol performance 
ISD government class students 
toured the Iowa capitol March 
14, then signed the Pledge of 
Allegiance before the House 
of Representatives opened 
their afternoon session. With 
the students are Reps. Charlie 
McConkey, Mary Ann Hanusa 
(both from Council Bluffs) and 
Todd Prichard (Charles City). 


