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The ISD metals technology class 
isn’t finished making electric cars, 
but for this year it is taking a 
break.
When an electric scooter was 
unexpectedly donated to the 
class, teacher Scott Versch saw 
an opportunity to apply metals 
technology basics to a new 
project- an electric motorchopper.
“It’s really fun and interesting,” 
said Angel Fink, who is in her 
second year of the class and is 
a senior from Waverly, Iowa. “I 
like trying something new and I 
always like doing things with my 
hands.”

Versch is bringing new 
challenges to the students with 
the project. “They are gaining 
confidence in their TIG skills, “ 
he said. TIG or tungsten inert 

Continued inside

Greenhouse blooms again 
 Somewhere, Adam 

Leitch is smiling.

Metals class 
keeps motorin’

Adam, a former student 
for whom the ISD 
greenhouse is named, 
enjoyed the outdoors 
and would approve of 
new plans to resurrect 
the greenhouse program. 
(Read more about Adam 
in this Bobcat issue.)
With the retirement of 
greenhouse teacher 
Diane LeDoux last 
spring, the future of this Herbs will be added to the lineup of greenhouse plantings this year. Donations of houseplants and pots are appreciated.  

Versch’s sketch of 
the possible future 

chopper.

hands-on, get-your-
fingernails-dirty program 
was uncertain.
However, Brad Kruse, who taught 
in the special needs program at 
ISD when Adam attended, rejoined 
the ISD staff this fall, this time as 
a residential counselor. Kruse has 
a passion for gardening, and often 
worked with LeDoux on greenhouse 
and garden projects.
Kruse has begun a greenhouse club 
for students who live in the dorms 
and are typically not involved in 
athletics. LeDoux will occasionally 
volunteer with the club as well. At 
least a dozen students will put life 
back into the greenhouse, with a 
twist. 
Herbs will be grown and harvested 
with the intent of selling them to 
local restaurants. “It won’t be a big 
money maker, but it will introduce the 
students to business,” said Kruse. 

Keeping 
tradition

The annual 
greenhouse 

vegetable and 
plant sale will 

continue to be held 
the week before 

Mother’s Day. 

Kruse welcomes 
suggestions on items 

to be raised and sold. 
Contact him HERE. 

Students will learn propagation 
techniques which might allow the 
greenhouse to supply a houseplant 
to each classroom. What a fitting 
tribute to the Boy of Gold. n

mailto:bkruse%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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Preschool through seniors at Iowa 
School for the Deaf participated 
in the national Hour of Code™ 
Tuesday, Dec. 8. 

Thousands of schools throughout 
the world took part in this one-
hour experience which introduced 
students to fundamental coding 
concepts. 

Cracking 
the code

gas welding is often reserved for 
more experienced welders who are 
working with stainless steel or other 
light metals. 
Versch first brought the concept of 
building an electric car to the ISD 
campus when he started teaching 
here the spring of 2013. By 2014, 
his class was applying classroom 
concepts to the project, enabling 
them to compete (and earn honors) 
in local Power Drive contests 
sponsored by Omaha Public Power 
District (OPPD). 

“The chopper is just as 
complex as the electric 
car,” said Versch. He emphasized 
although the chopper is a smaller 
scale project than the car, the same 
problem solving skills are used. 

And the class had to solve some 
complicated problems. Although 
students used electrical parts 
from the scooter, they purchased 
BMX tires. To utilize the new 
rims, students fabricated two 
adapters. The front adapter holds 
the brake rotor, while the back 
adapter houses the brake rotor 
and drive sprocket. Significant 
problem solving and trial-and-error 

approaches were 
used as they worked 
out the systems. 
As the class 
continues building 

Motorin’, continued 
Fink and Versch 
prepare to mock 
up the motor with 
the rear wheel to 
determine spacing 
and fit. 

Eighth grader Jayden Kohl (far 
left) and freshman Ben Brakke 
work together on a practice cod-
ing site. At ISD, iPads are used by 
preschool – 4th graders. Begin-
ning in the 5th grade, laptops are 
issued to each student. 

At ISD, students from Jen 
Herzog’s coding class 
demonstrated their holiday 
greeting project, leading into a 
choice of coding activities for the 
entire school. 

Some staff joined the exploration 
as well, with games using popular 
characters from movies like “Star 
Wars” and “Frozen.”

Hour of Code’s philosophy is 
every child in every school should 
have the opportunity to learn 
computer science.  

Much of the students’ efforts 
have been on fabricating adapt-
ers, such as the one shown 
above for the rear wheel rotor 
and sprocket. 

the chopper’s frame, they will also 
experiment to determine optimum 
responsiveness and control 
settings.  
“There is a lot of work to it and 
when I get frustrated, I just have 
to take a break,” said Fink. “I like 
it; it challenges me a lot with the 
calculations.” n  

Did Power Drive power 
down? No! OPPD has stepped 
back from sponsoring the 
competition, but eager response 
to the program across Nebraska 
has influenced parents, teachers 
and students to take the reins.  
The program is being revamped 
and ISD may be among nearly 
two dozen competitors ready 
to hit the race track by spring, 
2017. 
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First female plays football at ISD

 

n Returning as 
a residential 
counselor is 
Scott Miller, 
who began 
working in the 
boys dorm in 
November.  

n Kiley Peterson  
began working 
as a residential 
counselor in 
the girls dorm 
in November. 
Peterson is a 
2009 grad of ISD.

n Congratulations  
to Rita 
McGruder 
(elementary 
school) who 
retires from 
ISD the end of 
January. 

Employee news 

Alondra Regalado admits 
she “has a lot of stress 
inside.” 

Senior Steven Johnson
 

knows his bread. 

Pigskin is her passion
When the sophomore from  
Crete, Neb. saw her first ISD 
homecoming game in the fall 
of 2014, she knew football 
was a sport she had to try. 
The physical impact of the 
players appealed to her.

“When I make contact with 
other players, it feels good to 
let the stress out,” she said.

She is the first female to play 
football at ISD. Girls are allowed 
by the Iowa High School Athletic 
Association to play (see story in 
this issue for details). 

Coach Brent Welsch, who 
experienced his first year as 
ISD’s head coach, admits he 
had “mixed thoughts” when he 
learned of Regalado’s plans to 
play.  Although he was pleased to 
increase his team numbers, “I was 
also wondering if she could handle 
the rigor of football,” he said. “She 
seemed so determined that I didn’t 
really have any doubts over the 
summer about having her play.”

If Regalado showed signs of 
timidness early on, they were soon 

dispelled. “We kept telling her to 
toughen up and hit someone, so 
that when they found out they got 
nailed by a girl, they’d be red-
faced,” said Welsch. 

“Coach always encouraged me- 
when he saw me get tired he 
would tell me to push myself and 
not give up,” she said.  
It would be the third game of the 
season before she could test 
herself, as a concussion received 
during practice kept her out of the 
first two games. Once she was 
cleared for play, she said it was 
somewhat daunting to be on the 
field. “My teammates told me not to 
worry; that they had my back,” she 
said. “I got my self-esteem back 
and when the time came, I was 
ready.”
She surprised her opponents 
throughout the season, first when 
they learned she was female, and 
later when they saw her play. After 
a game early in the season, she 
said an opponent approached her 
after she removed her helmet, told 
her he didn’t realize she was a girl 
and apologized if he had been too 
aggressive on the field. She said 
the boys seemed to respect her, 
and the Oklahoma coach even 
congratulated her for playing. 

This fall, sophomore 
Alondra Regalado became 
ISD’s first female to 
play football.

Offensively, she primarily 
played wingback and 
briefly, halfback. She was 
a defensive back, played 
on the kickoff team, and 
was often on the kickoff 
return team towards the 
season’s end.

Continued next page
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It was the game 

By the homecoming game against 
Missouri, word had spread there 
was a female on the team. “They 
were asking all of us who the 
girl was,” she said. “They were 
trying to gang up on me, but my 

against Wisconsin, though, when 
Coach Welsch knew she had 
moxy. “ One of the opposing boys 
winked at her and was doing 
kissy faces right before the snap,” 
Welsch said. “She blasted off the 
line at the snap and laid the kid 
out on his back. That’s when 
we knew she would be 
alright when she had the 
right motivation.” 

Pigskin, continued 

Regalado is 
ready to apply 
her experience 
of this year to 
the 2016 football 
season. 

teammates protected me- they 
blocked the others so I could run.” 

“I think in some way, she became 
the sister that some of our players 
don’t have in their lives, and 
yet was able to join the band of 
brothers the team turned out to be 
with all the trials and tribulations 
we had,” said Welsch.

Although Regalado doesn’t 

playing as a boy, it’s about playing 
as a team for her. 

“Next year, we will be much 
improved and more experienced,” 
she said. “We lost, and yes, 
that makes me upset and 
disappointed, but I’m proud, too, 
because our team worked so hard. 
Football is now my passion and 
I will always expect more from 
myself as a player.”

necessarily 
think she’s 
blazing a trail 
for other girls 
to follow, she 
knows she 
is looked at 
differently by 
both boys and 
girls when she 
plays. 

Rather than 
concentrating 
on playing 
as a girl or 

Coach Brent Welsch said Iowa views girls playing traditional male 
sports is as follows:

“The Iowa High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) rules state that girls 
can participate in boys sports that do not have an equal sport for the 
girls, such as football. The IHSAA recommends that schools do not flat 
out say ‘no’ to a girl who shows interest in playing a sport that is boy-
oriented but to inform the girl and her parents/guardians of the 
expectations within the sport, such as the dangers/risks that football 
carries, and the fact that football equipment is not normally built for girls.”

The 
state 
says...

Can girls play 
football?

Adam Leitch 
was born 
July 7, 1983 
in Thailand 
and was 
adopted 
in 1988 by 
parents 

Meet the 
Boy of Gold

Chad and Rita Leitch and 
sister, Heather, who lived in 
Dubuque, Iowa. 

He was enrolled at Iowa 
School for the Deaf when he 
was a 7th grader. Adam took 
classes in the special needs 
department, which was then 
called Living Independently 
and Fundamental Education. 

He enjoyed computers, soccer, 
jumping on the trampoline 
and the color yellow. His birth 
name, “Suwan,” means Boy of 
Gold.

Adam died June 10, 1998 
of a brain disease. His 
parents and others donated 
memorial funds to establish 
a greenhouse for students in 
the life program. A tree, bench 
and butterfly garden have also 
been established outside of 
the greenhouse, which was 
dedicated in his memory Oct. 
19, 2001.
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The Odd (year) Conference 
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It happens every other year, and 
for three ISD students, November 
of 2015 was the time.

The Junior National Association of 
the Deaf (Jr. NAD) chapter of ISD 

 

Ryan Stumbo) and one observer 
(Nathan Weigel) to attend the 
25th Biennial Jr. NAD Conference, 
held this year in November. The 
four-day gathering was hosted by 
Florida School for the Deaf and 
Blind in Augustine, Fla. and held at 
the Airport Holiday Inn in Orlando.
Workshops, meetings, site seeing 
and time at Universal Studios 
was included at the conference. 

Twenty-nine schools sent 52 
delegates and 19 observers.

Van Camp stated the trip was 
“an enriching experience.”  She 
noted she has learned the traits 

Have coffee with 
the lawmakers

It’s time again for the 
Iowa legislative session. 
Council Bluffs holds 

Saturday morning Q&A 
sessions twice monthly 
during the session to give 
citizens opportunity to bring 
up concerns, as well as learn 
the status of various actions 
at Iowa’s capitol.
Although similar meetings 
are offered throughout 
Iowa, Council Bluffs’ twice-
sessions are described as 
one of the best organized 
and attended event.
All sessions are held at 
Woodrow Wilson Middle 
School located at 715 North 
21st St. in Council Bluffs. All 
sessions are 9 – 10.30 a.m. 
Dates for Council Bluffs 
legislative coffees:
n Jan. 30
n Feb. 13
n Feb. 27
n March 12
n March 26
n April 9

Other topics of JR. NAD membership: 
v advocacy   v attitude    v awareness   v commitment                      
v cooperation    v friendship    v information exchange   
v involvement 

Skills and values obtained by chapter members during JR. NAD 
meetings and events helps members become future leaders and 
advocates in the deaf and hard-of-hearing community.

Left to right
: Stumbo, Van Camp, 

Weigel and Miller represen
ted ISD 

at the Jr. NAD Conference in 

Florida this f
all.

sent two delegates (Elizabeth 
Van Camp, 

of leadership, “not only 
through meetings, but 
I’ve learned from my 
peers as well.” 

“While I was      
 attending the Jr. NAD  
 conference, I learned  
  lot about leadership,”  
   said Weigel. “We      
   learned about team  

Stumbo agreed  
 with his peers,   
  adding he enjoyed 

Kathy Miller, who attended with 
the group as the ISD chapter 
advisor, said she learned a 
lot from other chapters at the 
conference, but her favorite 
memory from the trip was 
watching the faces of Stumbo 
and Weigel as they experienced 
their first flight. 

“It was priceless 
to see their facial 
expressions!”

building, how to  
 fight for our rights 
and how to make 
goals.”

meeting friends  
 from around the  
  world. 
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headlines 
mean for us 

I t’s political. And it affects all of us. The 
2016 Iowa Legislative Session is in full 
swing, and as the headlines and initial 

addresses have indicated, much of its focus 
will be on K-12 funding.

Special Schools need state dollars.
Iowa School for the Deaf and Iowa 
Educational Services for the Blind and 
Visually Impaired (Iowa’s Special Schools) 
rely on state allocation for most of its 
funding. Tuition is not charged to attend 
the programs. Because students live across 
Iowa instead of in a single district, tax levies 
can’t generate dollars as they might  for a 
typical public school.  

We are funded differently from public 
schools. Our primary source of revenue is 
through state appropriations, whereas school 
districts can use local taxes to support their 
budgets. 

If the Special Schools can’t provide 
competitive salaries, recruitment and 
retention of specialized teachers becomes 
more difficult.  Our teachers might leave 
to accept a position at a public school 
because of higher pay.

Soon, there will be fewer specialized 
teachers in Iowa. Half of Iowa’s teachers 
of the deaf and teachers of the blind are 
at least 50 years old. They are nearing  
retiring. The Special Schools need to 
recruit and replace teachers by offering 
competitive salaries. 

Students in Roxie Stevens’ class reported on activities happening in two classrooms. 

How to make a 
difference

 Contact your Iowa legislators. 
n Click HERE.  
n Locate the drop-down rectangle 
"choose a city."
n Click so that your city is showing in 
the box.

n Click “search.” 
Names of senators and 
representatives (sometimes more 
than one) will show on the screen. 
n Click on each one’s name and 
contact information appears.

Email, call or write those individuals. 
Include your city in the subject line    
to speed attention. 

1.

2.

6.
5.

4.
3. Identify yourself by name 

and as a resident   
represented by his/her 
district.

Tell your story about the 
positive differences the 
Special Schools have made    
from your perspective. 
Personal help for writing 
your story is available 
HERE or call 712.366.3213. 

near you. Click HERE to 
find out details, or call   
712.366.3213.

Ask your question 
regarding your concerns 
or make your request in a 
sentence or two. 

Attend a legislative forum 

Personal contacts are valued and 
are more important than any other 
contacts, say legislators.  
Legislators say emails carry the 
same weight as a phone call or 
letter.

Your 
legislators 
want to hear 
from you.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find
mailto:cangeroth%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
mailto:cangeroth%40iowaschoolforthedeaf.org?subject=
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Students in Roxie Stevens’ class reported on activities happening in two classrooms. who visited this class

2015/2016 ISD Bobcats 
basketball staff
Boys head coach: Nyle Smith
Assistant: Karen Lechner

Girls head coach: Dan Gradoville
Assistant: Beth Chadwick

Hicks touted a STAR 

The Council Bluffs Daily 
Nonpareil newspaper 
featured ISD alumnae, 

teacher/retiree, and long-time 
volunteer Shirley Hicks in its 
special series featuring stories of 
the year and selected individuals 
who make a difference. A story 
ran in the Dec. 16 Year in 
Review edition under the section, 
“Community Stars of 2015.”

Who’s the new kid?

ISD elementary students 
create a frozen friend nea

r the 

playground during their first 
week back from holiday break.

More employee news
 We express our condolences to 

Steve Gettel (superintendent) 
and Mary Gettel. Mary’s mother 
passed away Jan. 4.

Our sympathy is extended 
to Karen Lechner (physical 
education & health teacher and 
coach) and Angie Fielder. Karen’s 
mother passed away Jan. 8. 

the school after retirement and its 
museum is why The Nonpareil has 
named her a Community Star for 
2015.” Read the entire article HERE. 

The article highlighted Hicks’ 
contributions to the ISD Museum: 
“...central to the museum’s 
preservation and growth is Shirley 
Hicks, who has lived much of the 
school’s history in Council Bluffs. 
Her tireless work as volunteer to 

Elementary & Middle School Album 
(Right) Cristian Lopez-Rodriguez, Eric Yepez-Morales and Kynnedi 
Anderson  show their series circuit schematic learning applied to  
holiday trees and snowmen using batteries, pipe cleaners, copper foil 
tape and LEDs.

(Above) On the last day before 
winter break, student council 
hosted Minute-to-Win-It games 
and encouraged students to 
make patriotic decorations for a 
local retirement home to use in 
July.  

(Middle right) Thanks to you, more than 400 food items were 
collected for the elementary/middle school student council food 
drive.



bobcat
Jan. 2016

3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA  51503

Hour of Code
(see p. 2 for details) 
1. Wendy Rustad (4PLUS), Roxie 
Stevens (high school) and Dee Willer 
(health center) were among about a 
dozen adult participants at the ISD 
event celebrating coding. 2. It doesn’t 
take preschooler Lilly Blakeman long 
to work her iPad. 3. Seniors Masta 
Mulemba and Sam Jacobs can code 
standing or sitting. 4. The audience 
kicks off the hour with a loop dance. 

1. 2.

3. 4.


