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Tightening access to student 
buildings and improving security 
is the goal of ISD’s new keyless 

entry at the elementary and middle 
school/high school buildings. 
ISD staff and middle school/high 
school students now have cards 
allowing entry to those building’s 
front doors. Parents and visitors may 
request access to the buildings by 
entering the main doors, then pressing 
a button to notify the building secretary 
to allow them through the locked 
doors. The system is set up with a 
camera for sign language and an 
intercom for speech. n  

 

Whole lotta 
scrolling going on

 We’re friendly on all platforms 
now, thanks to a website 
redesign performed by 

Iridian Group of Omaha. 

The new ISD website launched 
in July with updated information 
options and reorganization of 
menus.

For those who access the website 
through the traditional computer or 
laptop, a notable difference from the 
past websites is the need to scroll 
down the screen to get to the “good 
stuff.”  This is to provide compatibility 
on multiple devices, such as 
smartphones, iPads and tablets. 

Once the user’s thumb recovers 
from scroll fatigue, he/she will be 

rewarded with current news through 
the “prowler” near the bottom of the 
site.

Some of the other new features 
available on the site:
n calendar
n menu
n interactive and informative 
campus tour
n faster posting since several 
individuals have site access

Staff will find the webmail at the very 
bottom of the page, at the right.

We’re still catching errors and 
making adjustments. Use the 
feedback boxes throughout the site 
and tell us what you like and your 
suggestions for changes!

ISD staff got moving at 
this year’s communication 
inservice. New assistant 

principal Ty Thornock has 
all the moves!

Stepping up 
security



ISD Red Ribbon 
Week Activities

 
Oct 26 – We Pledge to be 
Drug and Bully Free
(sign banner in hallway)
 
Oct 27 – Friends Don’t Let 
Friends Bully or Do Drugs 
(dress like a friend)
 
Oct 28 – Wear RED Day!!
 
Oct 29 – Hats Off to Being 
Drug Free (wear hats)
 
Oct 30 – BOO! To Drugs!
(dress in Halloween costume/
clothes) 
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ISD’s elementary students participated in “Walk at the Whistle,” an event 
designed to help Iowa become one of the healthiest states initiative. 
Currently, Iowa ranks 19th in the country. Walking events were planned in 
every Iowa county, including several other area schools.

After lunch Oct. 7, elementary 
students enjoyed a 15-minute 
walk around campus, followed 
by snacks and exploring a fire 
truck. 

The walk coincided with 
National Fire Prevention 
Week, and local firefighters 
brought a fire truck to campus 
for discovery by ISD 
elementary and middle 
school students. 

Kindergartener Owen 
Gearhart tries out the radio 
on a Council Bluffs fire truck 
which visited campus.

Megan Jones’ 3rd and 4th grade class is going green. And yellow, 
blue, red and every other color to make the earth a better place.

They are participating in the Crayola ColorCycle program, 
which collects all brands of markers that have dried, including 
highlighters. 

There are containers around campus, and markers may be sent to 
school with your child in a package marked, “ColorCycle: Megan 
Jones.”

Thank you for helping these students become motivated to keep 
caring for the earth. 

Good marks in recycling

ISD Fall ‘15
enrollment

Flu shots offered
Staff (and immediate family members) can receive a flu 
shot for just $12 at the ISD Health Center! Students (who 
had permission) are receiving theirs this week.
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Upcoming 
events

Oct. 23  11:30 a.m. 
  dismissal day
Nov. 14 Bobcat 
  Boutique 
Nov. 25 11:30 
  dismissal day
  End of trimester
Nov. 26 & 27 No school
 

Staff years 
of service

The following employees 
received recognition for their 
years of ISD service at the all-
staff meeting held in late August.

35 years
Wendy Rustad
30 years
Jan Loverin/Rhonda Matthew/
Diane Knigge/Linda O’Neal
25 years
Geri Knoebel/John Cool/Tina 
Murdoch
20 years
Kathy Oder/Cheryl Evans-
Blankenship
15 years
Michelle Konvalin/Kathy Miller/
Cynthia Angeroth/Tricia Tighe
10 years
John DeYeager/Melissa Seaman/
Janet Bernacchi/Kathy Buchholz/
LeeAnn Bradley
5 years
Mike Shannon/Paul Kelly/Beth 
Chadwick/Kevin Boyce

$100 for our efforts
Iowa has undertaken a healthy state initiative, and has 
developed programs and events to encourage healthier living. 
Live Healthy Iowa Kids awarded 15 $100 grants to support 
walking activities that occurred on Oct. 7 (see earlier page). 
Dee Willer, a nurse at the ISD health center, took on the role as 
walk coordinator, applied for the grant and was rewarded for her 
efforts. The money is planned to purchase a few new helmets 

Students like Jack Peters (tricycle) and Nathan Stacey will benefit from the grant by getting new helmets. Peters (kindergarten) and Stacey (3rd grade) are new ISD students 
this fall.

Happy 160th to us!

Although there will be cake, it won’t have candles. (If you know the 
ISD Main Building’s bad luck with fires, you will understand why!)  

Sixteen decades ago, Iowa City was about to become the first site for 
the official Iowa Institute for the Deaf and Dumb. (We aren’t fans of its 
first name, either.) Read a brief background about our history here.
Research and technology has greatly influenced and improved 
services and programming for deaf and hard of hearing students. Yet,  
   the need for ISD’s specialized environment and  
   staff remain critical to the futures of its students.  
   A short video explains just what is different about  
   us here.  

You’r
e 

welcom
e!

 

Thank these guys
for starting Iowa 

School for the Deaf.

for ISD students to use 
when they ride bicycles 
or scooters on campus. 

Edmund Booth (top) and 
William Ijams are ISD’s 
founders.

Let us celebrate, especially at homecoming  this 
week! Consider the hundreds of children 
(perhaps your own) who experienced ISD’s 
advantages, and think about how different their 
lives would be without the individualized pro-
gramming and signing environment. 

http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/find-out-more/history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DnUXn2ZoDrcs
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According to Deb LeHeup, 
director of human resources, ISD 
experienced its busiest hiring 
season since 1998, when some 
Nebraska School for the Deaf 

New faces at ISD

New ‘out there’ staff
As ISD continues to grow its 
outreach programs across 
the state, two new hires 
were made this summer. 

Jay Colsch is a shared 
Iowa Educational Services 
for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired and Iowa School 

for the Deaf employee.  He is the northeast regional director. Read more 
about Colsch at left. Michelle Noble is an ISD employee, working as an 
interpreter at Charles City School District. 

NobleColsch

Harold (Jay) Colsch 
began working as a
shared employee of Iowa 
School for the Deaf and Iowa 
Educational Services for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired 
in early August.  

Colsch will serve as these 
two agencies’ Northeast 
Regional Director, 
overseeing the Northeast 
Regional Academy (opening 
this fall in Charles City). He 
will supervise employees 
of both agencies working 
in northeast Iowa and also 
provide consultation and 
support to school districts in 
the area which enroll deaf or 
blind students.
 
Colsch most recently served 
as a special education 
coordinator for Area 
Education Agency (AEA) 267, 
covering 10 school districts 
in the Cedar Falls and 
Charles City areas.  He has 
been with Iowa’s AEAs since 
August, 1987 and retired in  
June of this year.
 
Colsch, who goes by “Jay,” 
received his master’s degree 
in special education from 
the University of Iowa. He 
holds an advanced studies 
certificate in educational 
administration and an 
advanced studies certificate 
in special education 
administration from the 
University of Northern Iowa.

Contact: 
HColsch@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org
HColsch@iowa-braille.k12.
ia.us
319. 330.6869  

former employees joined the ISD 
staff. Why the difference? Some 
retirements caused a shift in 
positions and new programs are 
adding staff. 

Welcome new staff! Left to right: 
Jacob Bradley, school assistant; 
Brad Kruse, residential counselor; 
Ashley Villaverde, high school 
math and technology teacher; 
Janay Eckrich, interpreter; 
Sara Moore, school assistant; 
Rebekah Adair, school assistant; 
Ty Thornock, assistant principal; 
Crystal Mollenberndt, residential 
counselor; Brad Lachin, school 
assistant. 

Photos not available
Other new hires at ISD not 
pictured:  Jim Keller, custodian; 
Kendra Jones-DeVol, school 
assistant; Heath Focken, 
residential counselor; Paul 
Coffman, electrician.

Some are familiar to us. 
Bradley is a member of the 
ISD Class of ‘13, Kruse and 
Lachin have held positions at 
ISD previously; Villaverde was 
a student teacher in the past; 
Mollenberndt and Keller were 
substitute employees.

Regional 
director hired
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assistant 
principal

A new position added 
to the staff roster this 
fall was assistant 

principal.

Ty Thornock most recently 
was an instructional leader 
at Sunnyside School 
District in Sunnyside, 
Washington. He has taught 
in that district’s deaf 
education program for 10 
years, and holds a master’s 
degree in deaf education.

Contact: 
tthornock@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.org
712. 366.3249

Position changes
Dolly Murray, formerly residential 
counselor, is dean of students.

Katrina Landolt, formerly residential 
counselor, is now an elementary 
teacher.

After teaching kindergarten last year, 
Sara Planck is back in the preschool 
room.

Carol Amos, formerly middle school 
math teacher, is teaching 7th and 8th 
grade math, language and science.

Vicki Prigeon, formerly elementary/
middle school PE and social studies 
teacher is teaching high school work-
based learning and 7th and 8th grade 
social studies. She has two classes of 
elementary PE.

Lorie Horn, formerly in 4PLUS, is 
teaching 5th and 6th grade English 
and social studies and additionally 
teaches 6th grade reading. 

Tina Murdoch, formerly preschool 
teacher, is now teaching 5th and 
6th grade math, science and 
reading. 

Karen Lechner, formerly high 
school PE, is now teaching 
K-12 PE and health.

Now with classrooms in both 
buildings, reading specialist 
Rhonda Matthew is teaching 
elementary and middle school 
reading and language arts. 

Calling all vendors!
Do you (or does someone you 
know) need a place to sell their 
one-of-a-kind jewelry, paintings, 
quilts, jams, doll clothes, 
furniture and other craft items? 
The Bobcat Boutique has 
openings for these and more 
(such as home-based 
businesses like Pampered 
Chef). Click here for the vendor 
form. Tables are just $25!

Jan Loverin, formerly teacher at the 
middle school, is now faculty with the 
4PLUS transition program. 

http://goo.gl/forms/zxhjm7KTu1


bobcat
Sept/Oct, 

2015

To celebrate our 160th, a few events have been added to the 
traditional homecoming weekend. Here are special staff and 
student body activities. 

Homecoming Happenings

Art Museum Room Opening
By appointment, 9 – 11 a.m. 
• Near ISD Museum
Thanks to donations by a friend 
of ISD and the ISD Foundation, 
an addition to the ISD Museum 
will officially open! Classes are 

encouraged to visit what will 
become the art room, 

featuring works 
by ISD students 
and alumni. This 

small room can only 
accommodate about 8 

students at a time. 
Advance prep: Please sign up for a 
10-minute block of time if you wish 
to bring your class by this morning. 
Email shirleydhicks@gmail.com. 
Doughnuts served!

9 – 11 a.m. • ISD Museum
No need to make reservations! Bring 
your classes by this morning to 
provide some insight into ISD’s past!

Events for Friday, Oct. 17 

11:30 a.m. • Let’s Meat Once 
More • Cafeteria Patio
Maybe it’s fitting that this may be 
the last time staff Mike Shannon 
barbecues for us. He began this 
tradition 10 years ago at the 150th 
celebration! (He is planning to retire at 
year’s end.)

2:30 p.m. • LMC Community 
Room
Get ready to open ISD’s 10-year-old 
time capsule! We’ll chuckle at the 
items students and staff chose to 
donate at the 150th celebration, while 
cheering and applauding the new 
submissions.
Advance prep: Consider prepping 
students about time capsules, gather 
items with your students to place 
into the capsule. Capture 2015 
with your items (should be little to no 
monetary value). Cake served!

160th celebration events for Saturday, Oct. 16

n Everyone is invited to decorate a tile for a piece of group artwork. 
Sign it so you can locate your contribution in the future!

n  All alumni are invited to gather at the football field shelter at 12:30 
p.m. This will provide time to organize yourselves into class groups 
by decades. An alumni parade will then take place around the football 
field just prior to the homecoming king and queen introductions.

Visit the ISD 
Museum and 

more this 
weekend

Iowa School for the 
Deaf has a museum 
on the second 
floor, east wing of the 
Administration Building. It 
will be open from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on both Friday and 
Saturday. 

Considered by many 
as one of the best deaf 
school museums in the 
country (no bias here), 
ISD has dedicated an 
entire wing to preserving 
historical items, many 
donated by alumni. 
Decades are divided by 
rooms, telling the stories 
of residential life, ISD’s 
farming years and the 
various philosophies of 
oralism versus signing. 

Bonus: Space for a soon-
to-be art room featuring 
works from ISD alumni 
will be open for preview!

Admission is free/freewill 
donation. A complete homecoming schedule 

may be found here. 

http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/bobcat-prowler/homecoming-and-160th-activities/
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Employee news 
n Residential counselors Taryn 
Peterson and Alissa Haselhorst 
traveled through Europe this 
summer, visiting 12 countries 
in six weeks. At one point, they 
were on a cruise. One of their 
favorite destinations was the 
school for the deaf in Paris, the 
first deaf school in the world. The 
two are shown in Ireland 

Coding offered at 
ISD – Kate Kasal (K- 8th 
grade) and Jen Herzog (first tri-
mester, high school) are teach-
ing coding for the first time at 
ISD. Herzog has offered this vid-
eo here as an insight as to how 
coding touches every part of our 
lives. (That’s the Facebook guy 
below, one of the video’s stars.)

Kindness in our 
community – Two 
organizations gathered school 
supplies for area students this 
fall and remembered ISD, as 
well.

We are grateful for the 
Catholic Daughters and 
also to Frontier Bank for 
donating backpacks and 
school supplies.

Surrounding Gary Matters, 
president of Frontier Bank, 
are Jesse Dalley (left) and 
Karina Vallin, both 6th 
graders at ISD. 

n Dave Slaughter (facilities) 
became grandpa to Madden David 
Strivens June 11. Madden was 
born in Silverdale, Wash. to Ashley 
and Zach Strivens, weighing 7 lbs 
and 4 oz. 

n John Cool (assistant 
administrator) and his wife, 
Carolyn, welcomed two new 
members into their family. 
Granddaughter Frances Marie Cool 
Trede was born Aug. 31, weighing 
8 lbs and 12 oz. She was 20 1/4 
inches long. Frances’ parents are 
Cara and Brad Trede 
of Council Bluffs. John and 
Carolyn’s daughter, Caitlin Cool-
Kaufman, married Alex Kaufman 
Sept. 4.

Haselhorst
Peterson

n Donna Houston 
(high school 
counselor) has 
written a chapter in 
the book, 
Expressive Writing, 
Counseling and 
Healthcare. Her 
chapter is about 
journaling with teens. The book 
was released in September.
n We extend our sympathy to 
Dolly Murray (dean of students), 
and her husband, Mark (former 
ISD football coach). Dolly’s father 
passed away in July.
n We express our condolences 
to Melissa Seaman (school 
assistant), whose father passed 
away in October.

10 4               and
            counting

That’s the number of events 
currently listed on the ISD website 
calendar! Sports, early dismissals 

An additional sports only website is 
available here (also found on the 
ISD website by entering the “On 
the court and field” page).

Bobcat fans
and events are 
listed for the 
entire year, 
with changes 
and additions 
being made 
as we are 
informed 

of them. Check it out here. 
Otherwise, the calendar is located 
on the website and the upper right 
(click the picture of a calendar). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DnKIu9yen5nc%26feature%3Dyoutu.be
http://www.greatplainsschoolsforthedeafconference.org/g5-bin/client.cgi%3FG5genie%3D904%26school_id%3D2
http://www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org/events/
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Parents and S taff what’s your

What’s this all about?
When taxpayers and legislators 
understand why our services are 
essential and how we help students 
lead independent lives, there is a 
better chance they will support our 
needs for funding. 

Staff, parents, students and alumni 
are being asked to share short stories 
of specific ways ISD has made a 
difference in a deaf child’s education, 
transition, socialization and 
independence. 

How will my story be used?
• In a variety of ways with ISD 
stakeholders 
(legislators, partnering agencies, 
parents, alumni, 
others)
• Possibly, print ads, direct mail, 
website stories, 
one-on-one conversations and other 
ways. 

What should people know about how ISD makes a 
difference for students?
Consider how staff at ISD differ from that of regular education 
teachers: 
• What are the specialized skills staff use when working with a child who is deaf?
• What is different about teaching a child who is deaf?
• Because of ISD, what can your students/child do, learn and experience that 
they would not if they didn’t have access to ISD’s services?
• How, specifically, does ISD make a difference for your student/child?

 
What’s the fastest way 
to do this?
Email or call the outreach office: 
712.366.3213 
cangeroth@
iowaschoolforthedeaf.
org 
Let’s get a conversation going 
about how ISD has helped your 
child. Sometimes specific details 
are tough to pinpoint, but we’ll 
work together to write your 
child’s story in a way that makes a 
difference. 

We’ll make 
this easy.

story?

Thank you!
When are the stories 
needed? 
Now. We are building a campaign to 
inform our stakeholders, especially 
in preparation for the upcoming 
legislative year.


