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Blind or deaf students living within boundaries 
of an academy will benefit from similar experiences 
as these children. 

Exactly in the right place – Joshua was three years old when a family from the Des Moines 
suburbs adopted the profoundly deaf toddler from China. Today, he’s an energetic first grader who is 
always ready to play board games, rides a bike without training wheels and likes the color yellow.

An emphasis on expanded core – James is a 
freshman in central Iowa who lives with his parents, brother and 
sister. James, who is blind, is a typical high school student in every 
other way, trying to balance homework, family, friends and group 
activities. James’ parents recognize the importance of a quality 
education and participation in the areas of living, learning and 
working. 
 
James participates in a wide variety of activities focusing on 
Expanded Core Curriculum* (ECC) areas. At summer camps, 
he engages in ECC areas such as career awareness, recreation 
& leisure, orientation & mobility and self-determination. These 
experiences assist in skill building and also enable James to 
develop important, strong friendships. 

During the school year, weekend programs complement 
James’ education and independence. These extended learning 
opportunities in independent living, assistive technology and 
science/technology/engineering/math provide him additional 
practice and individualized instruction. 

James recently participated in a week at Space Camp in 
Huntsville, Ala. “The first day, you get to know other people from 
different parts of the world and they get to know you, too,” he said. 
“Space Camp is really fun if you are prepared to take challenges. 
It’s an awesome place to go to learn about space and rockets. You 
are able to meet a lot of friends like I did.” 

James met friends
 around the 

globe at S
pace Camp in 

Alabama.

*Expanded Core Curriculum is 
a body of knowledge specific to 
students who have either vision 
impairments or hearing losses. 
The curriculum differs for children 
who are blind/visually impaired 
and children who are deaf or 
hard of hearing.

Joshua is head of his hearing class in math. 

Joshua’s parents sought resources for their deaf son even before 
they met him. It was strongly suggested by professionals and 
others they consider the deaf and hard-of-hearing program at 
Capitol View Elementary, where he enrolled as a preschooler.

Capitol View hires teachers of the deaf/hard of hearing, 
interpreters and other professionals dedicated to the learning 
needs of deaf children. Joshua’s first classrooms were self-
contained, but now he learns alongside his hearing peers for 
almost all subjects. Joshua is head of his class in math, which his 
mother attributes to Capitol View’s highly qualified teachers who 
recognize his strengths and potential.

Joshua wears hearing aids, and chooses to sign and speak, often 
at the same time. His family is pleased with the progress he’s 
made in comprehending what he reads. Joshua’s mother says, 
“We are in exactly the right place right now.”
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Expanding success in 
science, math and reading.
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Expanding specialized 
instruction.
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The first regional academy site 
is Charles City. Charles City was 
selected because: 

n Charles City has a strong history 
of supporting special education.
n    Educational services for 
students who are blind or deaf will be 
expanded. 

n The site may be accessed in less 
than an hour of driving.
n There is existing space to house 
the program.
n    A local community college 
can offer classes for transitioning 
students.
n Industry exists which would 
support job training for transitioning 
students. 

Students with vision and/or hearing challenges 
deserve to expand achievement.
Percent of students proficient in the 2013 
Iowa Assessments:
 Blind-Visually Impaired:
    n 57% in reading/57% in math
 Deaf/hard-of-hearing:
    n 39% in reading/48% in math
 

n A group of stakeholders from across the state evaluates current 
services for Iowa’s children who have vision or hearing losses. The 
stakeholders established a preferred vision for these children, which 
includes:
-  Quality educational services for students who are deaf, blind, visually 
impaired, hard of hearing and deafblind
- Quality educational services for these students will advance the goals 
of the National Agenda for the education of children and youth with 
visual impairments including those with multiple disabilities.
n To address differences in access of specialized services around the 
state, regional academies will be established to provide these children 
with expanded specialized services. Goals of the academies are to:
-  Boost reading and math success
-  Provide more support for those entering college or the workforce 
-  Support student pathways to lead independent and productive lives.

    

Academies for children with vision or hearing 
losses will expand educational services. 

Overview of regional academies

n No current services will be eliminated/reduced. 
n   Regional academies add to services. 
n   IEP teams will make placement decisions with               
      families based on individual student needs.
n Students with vision losses will be in classrooms         
      with other students who have vision losses. 
n Students with hearing losses will be in classrooms
      with other students who have hearing losses.
n Children who are blind and children who are             
      deaf may possibly be in the same classrooms             
      when enrolled into general education classes,             
      according to their IEPs.
n The first regional academy site will reflect best            
      practices for other sites to model.
n No academy will be identical to another. 
n Services and structure will vary to best                
      accommodate needs of students in that region.

5 Regional academies for students who 
have vision or hearing losses
The following areas were identified for regional 
academies. These areas would serve students 
in a commuting distance of less than an hour.

Even students who do not attend 
regional academies can benefit from 

social and after school activities 
just for them.

 
Expanded benefits for every child
Even children who do not attend a regional 
academy, but who live within an academy’s defined 
service area, will benefit from activities such as:
n Parent and family workshops/conferences
n More staff development for teachers of the 
visually impaired,  teachers of the deaf and other 
professionals 
n Activities to support student’s learning on 
weekends or after school

Happening Now

Questions regarding the regional 
academies may be directed to:

Goal: 70% of students who are blind or deaf will 
achieve proficiency by the 11th grade in both 
reading and math.

Students with vision and/or hearing challenges 
expecting to work and succeed deserve 
expanded employment opportunities.  
    2013 Data (averages)

       n Blind/visually impaired Iowans   
 worked  29 hours a week at 
  $15.13/hour.
       n Deaf/hard-of-hearing Iowans   
 worked 36 hours a week at 
  $13.75/hour.

Goal: For students whom college may not be an 
ideal match, associate’s degree, certifications or 
apprenticeships can help them become gainfully 
employed. Currently, a need for these middle-skill 
level jobs exist, with a 23% shortage in Iowa. Iowa’s 
average middle-skill salary is $35,000 - $60,000.

Expanding existing 
services.

Charles City, in northeast Iowa, is the site of the first regional academy.

Supported by the 

collaborative partnerships:

Iowa Educational Services for the Blind 

and Visually Impaired

Iowa School for the Deaf

Iowa’s Area Education Agencies

Iowa Department for the Blind

Iowa Department of Education

Iowa Department of Public Health

Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation 

Services

Des Moines Public Schools

n     Susan Rolinger 
        Director of Extended Learning     
        515.782.3792
          srolinger@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org 
          srolinger@iowa-braille.k12.ia.us

 


