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Vocabulary, language and communication all day, every day.



the language-rich experience.

As babies, we listened. As toddlers, we babbled. 
As teens, we began to thrive on conversation.
Language is everything: expression, interaction, comprehension. Devastating 
learning gaps can occur when children who are deaf or hard of hearing have 
not experienced language early in life.

In the right environment, amazing things happen. Small successes toward 
mastering language occur every day. The successes become large 
accomplishments every year.  Students acquire high expectations of 
themselves. Their goals reach far beyond simply living with hearing loss.

In the following pages, you will learn about myriad experiences which guide 
our students into literate citizens who make positive contributions to their 
communities. 

It all begins with



Try us for a week
Wondering if the communication, 
programming and environment is right 
for your child? All preschool through 
high school-aged students in Iowa and 
Nebraska with hearing losses are invited 
to attend ISD’s summer camp, usually 
held for one week in July. Your child will 
make friends who struggle with the same 
social, educational and communication 
challenges. Deaf, hard-of-hearing 
and hearing-impaired students are all 
welcome, regardless of where they attend 
during the school year.  

Today’s students are or have been:
v interning in national senators’ offices
v holding part-time jobs
v serving on state humanitarian boards
v Olympic Relay torch bearers
v state fair blue ribbon winners 
v first deaf students in the state 
    to enter Poetry Out Loud  
v first deaf students in the country 
    to enter a Bill of Rights competition

wisdom
 Advantages at Iowa School for the Deaf

n  Direct communication between students and teachers means 
     nothing is lost in translation.
n  Teachers are licensed in both deaf education and a content area.
n  The staff understands the critical need to fill in language gaps.
n  All staff are required to attain and retain sign language proficiency levels. 
n  Language and literacy are the foundations in every class.
n  Unique mainstream options
n  On-site speech language pathologists
n  Students speak, use sign language, or use both. They have cochlear 
     implants, hearing aids or no hearing devices.
n  Students do not pay to attend ISD. It is financed by state and 
     federal governments with only special costs billed to school districts.
n  ISD has the state’s only tuition-free college or work transition program 
     specifically for deaf or hard-of-hearing students.
n  Small class sizes encourage students to express their opinions and ideas.
n  Friends interact directly without an interpreter. 



personal experiencethe

We are included in all class 
discussions and can readily 
interact with our classmates. Who else would teach us the YMCA?

I’m a safe driver because my 
teacher signed to me from the 
front seat.

We are eligible for many 
scholarships when we 
graduate from ISD. 

Teachers communicate 
directly with me. Nothing 
is lost in translation. 

After ISD, I enrolled into college, 
majoring in education.

Ever try to tell a secret to your 
best friend through your adult 
interpreter?  

I didn’t know I was missing out 
on so much vocabulary until I 
came to ISD.



If there is an interpreter at the 
public school, why should students 
consider attending Iowa School for 
the Deaf?
Direct instruction is best. Interpreters 
are state-licensed professionals who 
are experts in interpreting, not teaching. 
Interpreters relay information to 
students. If an interpreter is not familiar 
with a subject, (i.e., advanced calculus) 
the vocabulary and points of the lesson 
won’t be clear to the interpreter, and 
concise signing won’t be provided to 
the student.

Why not just give notes and have 
captioning for deaf students and 
keep them in the public schools? 
Most students with a hearing loss 
are born into hearing families. When 
children can’t hear language to imitate 
and learn it, they have large vocabulary 
gaps and struggle in school. The 
written word may have little meaning
for a deaf student.

Do ISD students talk?
It’s anything but quiet at Iowa School 
for the Deaf! Students have a variety of 
hearing losses, and a variety of speech 
abilities. Whether in the classroom or 
in a social setting, student voices can 
be heard complementing their signing. 
If a student wants to use their voice, 
they are supported by speech teachers, 
classroom teachers and dorm staff.

answers What is the school calender? 
The school year begins in mid-
August and concludes in late May, 
just as public schools in Iowa.

How much is tuition? 
Most of ISD’s funding is through the 
state of Iowa. There is no cost for 
families to attend. Only special costs 
are billed to districts. 

Is ISD easier than public school?
ISD maintains rigorous academic 
standards. Most students find our 
direct instruction enables them to focus 
on content and participate in class 
discussions. Communication barriers they 
faced in public school are eliminated. In 
this manner, they may consider ISD to be 
“easier” than their public schools.

Do you have hearing impaired 
students? We respect individual and 
family preferences regarding classifying 
a child’s hearing loss. Although an 
audiology report may show three 
different students have the same degree 
of loss, they may refer to themselves 
as deaf, hard of hearing or hearing 
impaired. At ISD, most students consider 
themselves deaf or hard of hearing, 
as they feel the term hearing impaired 
implies there is something imperfect 
about them.

What diplomas are awarded?
ISD students meet the same Iowa Board 
of Education criteria to graduate as 
public students and are issued standard 
Iowa high school diplomas. 

Why is ISD needed for a child with 
a cochlear implant? When assistive 
devices are broken, a back-up language 
is needed. Students need to learn 
language while they learn how to listen 
and attach meaning to words they hear. 
Children do not discriminate speech 
sounds at the same rate. Some have 
good articulation yet lack vocabulary 
and language.

What do ISD students do after 
graduation? Some pursue work or 
college on their own. Others find our 
two-year transitional program, 4PLUS, 
provides welcomed support to be 
successful with employment and/or 
college.



academics
It’s our language 
emphasis and direct 
instruction that give 
ISD students the 
educational edge.
v Mainstream options
Educational interpreters accompany 
some students from ISD who take 
courses at a local public school, up
to half of the school day.

v Same subjects, different 
approaches
As mandated by the Iowa Board 
of Education, students complete 
the same core curriculum as their 
hearing peers to meet graduation 
requirements. Students benefit from 
strong, visual teaching. 

v Language is the key
From elementary language arts to 
high school chemistry, vocabulary 
development and language 
comprehension are critical 
components of every ISD class. 
Every grade has specialized reading 
programs.

v Small class sizes
Desks are configured to allow 
everyone to access language and 
participate in discussions.

v Faculty 
All ISD teachers are licensed in Iowa. 
Most hold a master’s degree in deaf 
education or special certification in 
deaf education as well as in their 
subject area. Teachers at ISD may be 
deaf, hard of hearing or hearing. 

v Accreditation
AdvancED, the Conference of 
Educational Administrators of Schools 
and Programs for the Deaf and the 
Iowa Department of Education have 
accredited Iowa School for the Deaf.

v School Calendar
Classes are based on a trimester 
system and run Monday through 
Friday. The school year begins in mid-
August and concludes in late May, with 
extended holiday breaks and periodic 
long weekends. 

Students enter ISD at any age (at least 
18 months old) or grade. Many catch 
up to their hearing peers, keep up, 
and re-enter their local schools. Many 
families and teams support the need 
for students to stay in ISD’s 
language-rich environment 
for a number of years.



admissions
No tuition or other fees 
are charged to students 
who attend ISD.

“We wish we had 
known about ISD 
sooner.“

Parents/Guardians 
1. Notify your local school district you 
would like the IEP team to consider ISD 
for your child.

2. Contact Iowa School for the Deaf. 
Preschool - 8th grade: 712.366.3227. 
Ninth - 12th grade and 4PLUS transition: 
712.366.3237.

3. Tour ISD with your local school 
district staff (such as director of special 
education) and area education agency.

4.  Work with your school district to 
schedule an IEP meeting. Attend IEP.

5. Complete registration packet for Iowa 
School for the Deaf.

School Districts
1. Contact Iowa School for the Deaf:
Preschool - 8th grade: 712.366.3227. 
Ninth - 12th grade and 4PLUS 
transition: 712.366.3237.

2. Tour ISD with family and area 
education agency staff.

3. Provide the following records to ISD:
v Current IEP
v Current audiogram
v Current 3-year evaluation: Include 
medical records, education history, 
behavioral observations, hearing/
vision screenings, academic status, 
achievement scores, speech/language 
and psychological reports.

4. Host on-site visit, if requested.

5. Host IEP meeting to determine if 
ISD’s language-rich environment will 
meet the student’s needs.

Who should attend the IEP? 
The student, parents, local school 
district staff, area education agency 
staff, Iowa School for the Deaf staff, 
others as needed.

Area Education Agencies 
1. Contact Iowa School for the Deaf:
Preschool - 8th grade: 712.366.3227. 
Ninth - 12th grade and 4PLUS transition: 
712.366.3237.

2.  Tour ISD with family and local  
district staff.

3.  Attend IEP meeting.

ISD is a referral-based academic 
environment. Families, school districts 
and area education agency personnel 
all may refer a student to ISD. However, 
an IEP or IFSP* staffing must first 
occur. 

*Individualized Family Service Plans 
are for children under three.
Individual Education Programs  
are for children over three years old. 



heritage experiencethe

This isn’t a special 
school. This is an 
extraordinary school.

A lot has changed since 1855. For 
most of our history, we were Iowa’s 
only learning resource for deaf or 
hard-of-hearing students. When 
families were finally offered other 
education options, we were supportive 
of individual choice and preference.

What does not change is our 
commitment and enthusiasm to 
find the right learning path for 
each child. We remain an academic 
option today because we keep pace 
with technology, are flexible with 
programming and embrace new 
teaching strategies.  

We are proud to continue Iowa’s 
legacy as the state’s language-rich 
resource for deaf or hard-of-hearing 
preschool and school-aged children. 

ISD founders Edmund Booth and
William Ijams began Iowa’s first 
school for the deaf in Iowa City.

 

Iowa School for the Deaf opened in Iowa City in 
1855. Growing enrollment caused the school to 
relocate to Council Bluffs in 1870. No tuition or 
board is ever charged to families. State funds 
are the primary source of funding. The Board of 
Regents, State of Iowa, is ISD’s governing body. 

A famous alumni is sand artist Andrew Clemens, 
who attend ISD in the 1870s. The bottle below 
is one of his many delicate works known 
throughout the world. Clemens made his pieces 
from colored sand found near McGregor, Iowa. 
Each grain of sand was individually packed into 
the designs.  



Housed in separate buildings, 
girls and boys are divided by 
floors according to age. Most 
students have private rooms.

Each floor has a lounge with 
computers, videophones and 
large televisions. Similar to 
college rooms, basic furnishings 
are provided. Students are 
welcome to bring their own mini 
fridges, televisions, computers, 
electronic games and other 
comforts from home. 

livingthe experience



“Most of our families 
know some sign 
language, but not 
enough to teach us 
important life skills.”
 
Language continues to be practiced 
and perfected in the boarding program, 
developing and enhancing both English 
and American Sign Language.

 v  Staffing is 1 adult to 6 students.
 v  There is round-the-clock supervision.  
 v  Most residential staff hold associate’s  
       or bachelor’s degrees.
Evening and weekend activities are 
planned to broaden students’ experiences 
with  
 v volunteer service  
 v developing healthy life habits 
 v familiarity with resources  
 v advocacy 
 v exploring career and leisure interests   
    



earlyexperiencethe

The early childhood years 
are critical for developing 
language.
That’s why children as young as 18 
months can enroll into the preschool day 
program. The earlier a child can close 
gaps in language delays, the better the 
outcome for being on grade level.

ISD’s preschool curriculum aligns with 
national preschool standards. The 
teacher is dually certified in regular early 
childhood education and early childhood 
education for the deaf and hard of 
hearing. 

Focus is on developing vocabulary, 
expressive and reception communication. 
Families decide attendance schedules 
right for their child.



“The staff and 
students are always 
understanding of our 
emotional concerns
and our struggles. They 
help us, as parents, 
adjust, too.”



theelementaryexperience
“They (staff) are very 
caring people; they know 
each child by name, not a 
number. They can tell you 
everything that’s going on, 
even without looking at the 
reports. Once you get over 
the shock of learning that 
your child has the disability, 
ISD is a great place to be.”



experience

Grades K – 4 continue 
developing language and 
applying subjects in all 
areas.  
Students begin changing classrooms 
for art, physical education/health, 
computers, guidance and some 
combined classwork. 

The class day begins at 8:30 a.m. and 
concludes at 3:20 p.m. After-school 
activities for these grades include 
sports, bell choir, girls’ club and boys’ 
club.



experiencethe middle school

Students change classrooms 
for all subjects to increase 
their independence and 
organizational skills.
In addition to classes offered in public 
schools, ISD’s middle school students take  
metals technology, woods, greenhouse, 
computers and speech/language classes. 
Curriculum is taught on grade level with 
modifications as needed. A separate floor 
houses these grades. 

After-school offerings are student 
council, leadership camp, dances, 
oratorical contests and sports. 



“Captions aren’t always 
the answer and neither are 
interpreters. Before coming 
to ISD, my child didn’t 
have enough language to 
understand the lessons, in 
English or sign language.”



the high school experience

“When you are in a big class and the 
desks are in a row, you are expected 
to hear who is talking instead of see 
who is talking. Here, the rooms are 
designed for us to look at faces and 
hands and it’s easy to get involved 
with discussions.”



Critical thinking, reasoning, imagination and creativity 
are encouraged in ISD’s high school classes. 
In addition to classes offered in Iowa’s public high schools, students take transition 
classes for independent living, drama, deaf studies, driver’s education, greenhouse, 
woods and metals technology. Many also take classes at a public high school with 
ISD interpreters.

High school staff connect students to the community while helping teens develop 
and use self-esteem and self-advocacy skills for the future. 



the experience

“As deaf people, we have 
hardships. You really 
do have to be deaf to 
understand. But here, 
we’ve learned how to be 
independent. I’m going 
to college to be the best 
person I can. I will give 
back to my community.”
Career classes provide a structured 
work experience where students learn 
v responsibility for their time
v follow through
v cooperation
v to follow directions
v how to work independently 

real world



Iowa’s only transition 
program specifically for 
deaf or hard-of-hearing 
students provides extra 
help for those joining 
the work force or are 
college-bound.
4PLUS (Post-senior Learning for 
Ultimate Success) offers extra 
support for those pursuing jobs or 
classes at local two-year colleges. 
Students need to have finished 
their high school graduation 
requirements, but need not to 
have been an ISD student prior to 
enrolling into 4PLUS.

Participants are fifth-year seniors 
benefitting from instructors who 
provide tutoring, assistance with 
registration or job applications, 
practice in job searches, interviews 
and life skills. Students may live 
on or off campus. Transportation is 
provided to college, work and the 
4PLUS student center.  

We set up students for success.

Independent living classes are 
required starting in ninth grade. 
Lessons range from balancing a 
checkbook to the finer points of a job 
interview. Field trips, guest speakers, 
job shadows, on- and off-campus 
work and volunteer placements are 
a few class experiences helping 
students explore career possibilities 
and understand job expectations. 



the competitive experience

Once the ISD Hawks, Iowa School for the Deaf changed its mascot in 1932 to avoid confusion with the University of Iowa 
Hawkeyes. It is said the ISD boys chose the Bobcats because the animal was “scrappy, always ready to fight hard and fight 
to the end.” The Bobcat teams go head-to-head against local junior varsity and private schools as well as other schools 
for the deaf in the Great Plains Schools for the Deaf conference (GPSD). Some 10 schools regularly participate in the 
tournaments, creating fierce competitors on the field but fast friends before and after the games. ISD athletes are regularly 
awarded All-City and National Deaf American honors.



/bob’•kat/ n.  Fierce 
mammal with fire in its 
eyes and fight in its game. 
Gives 100 percent on 
the field or court. See 
Iowa School for the Deaf 
athlete.



the nurturing experience

Physical, emotional and social needs of students 
are priorities for ISD’s staff.
v Health Center Round-the-clock care is provided by registered nurses who 
administer medication and care for injured or ill students. When necessary, a licensed 
interpreter from the health center accompanies students to local medical and dental 
appointments. Annual vision and dental screenings are held at the health center. Local 
pediatricians, psychologists, occupational and physical therapists and other healthcare 
professionals are utilized as needed.

v Nutrition Meals are carefully planned by the school’s cooks and outside dietary 
specialists. Food fairs introduce different foods and emphasize how choices lead to 
healthy lifestyles. 

v Speech Therapy Speech language pathologists work with students to enhance 
articulation, voice, language, speech reading and pronunciation skills. Individual 
sessions are usually held at least weekly.

v 3-Year Evaluation A comprehensive evaluation is held every three years to develop 
the most effective Individual Education Program. Areas of progress reviewed include 
academic performance, audiological, psycho/social, speech/language, transition and 
health. 

v Audiology The local area education agency audiologist is housed on campus and 
provides hearing evaluations, hearing aid troubleshooting and other services without 
charge. Fees may apply if repairs or making ear molds are required.  



The world is expanded 
for ISD students through 
opportunities.
Having a large population of deaf 
or hard-of-hearing students in 
one location helps ISD receive 
grants, community support and 
engage in fundraising to make 
such experiences possible. Some 
opportunities include:

v Experiences with the arts
v Visiting Washington, D.C.
v Space Camp in Alabama
v Travel to schools across the Midwest   
    within the Great Plains Schools for  
    the Deaf athletic conference
v Attending national and local     
    leadership and sports camps
v Grant-funded studies

the discoveryexperience



the community experience
Nearly 20 service 
activities are supported 
by ISD’s students.
At early ages, Iowa School for the 
Deaf students practice giving back 
to the community. From gathering 
donations for food and clothing drives 
to picking up trash and raising money 
for local and global charities, students 
understand their hands make an 
important difference.

ISD students are integrated into the 
community. Catch us shopping for 
weekend groceries, taking in a movie 
or working at local businesses. High 
school students have even been known 
to stage a flash mob performance or 
two for the public’s enjoyment.



The general public is welcome to 
tour ISD’s museum by appointment, 
712.366.3213. In-depth tours of ISD 
are reserved for prospective families, 
referral sources and state officials. 

resources

Topics About Deafness
One-hour live presentations covering 
topics about raising and educating deaf 
or hard-of-hearing children. No charge. 
Held throughout Iowa. 712.366.3213

Sign Language Classes
Free weekly classes are offered through 
the Iowa Communication Network. 
Classes focus on family communications. 
Public is welcome. 712.366.0571

Resource Library
Materials to enhance interaction with 
children who have a hearing loss are 
available without charge. Anyone may 
check out materials, which are sent 
through the mail. 712.366.3227

Mainstreaming 
& Reverse Mainstreaming
ISD students may attend a local public 
school, Lewis Central, with the support of 
educational interpreters. Hearing students 
from Lewis Central may take careers 
classes on the ISD campus. 712.366.3237

Preschool Program
Children as young as 18 months may be 
accepted into the ISD preschool program. 
Students are taught sign language, oral 
speech, how to use their residual hearing, 
speech reading, reading, writing and math. 
No charge. 712.366.3227

Summer Programs
Even students who do not attend ISD 
through the school year enjoy the summer 
camp experience with opportunities to meet 
others “just like them.” Nominal charge; 
scholarships available. 712.366.0571

Transition Program
After high school, ISD helps young adults 
find jobs or attend college. Students in the 
4PLUS program need not have attended 
ISD previously before enrolling. No charge. 
712.366.3237

Ambassadors
ISD can match you with mentor parents who 
know exactly what you are experiencing. 
Students are also ready to interact with 
peers who are feeling isolated. No charge. 
712.366.3213  

IEP and Classroom Tips 
ISD staff are experts at navigating the 
Individual Education Programs and Plans 
and can offer help for a successful IEP 
meeting. Staff can also provide pointers 
to pass along to your child’s hearing 
classroom teacher to help understand his 
learning needs. 
No charge. 712.366.3227

Lied Multipurpose Complex
Opened in 2002, this recreational and 
pool facility welcomes public use for a 
daily drop-in fee. 712.366.3232

Nature Center and Trail
A 20-acre nature center with a lighted 
asphalt trail borders much of campus. 
Panels describing how the area once 
served as the Mormon mustering 
grounds and Grand Encampment are 
features of the area. 

ISD Foundation
The Foundation awards scholarships, 
secures grants and works to obtain 
funding for various ISD programs. 
712.366.3213



1. Bobcat Football Field
2. Lied Multipurpose       

     Complex
3. Boys’ Dormitory
4. Administration Building
5. Cafeteria & Auditorium
6. Kitchen
7. Workshop & 
    Greenhouse
8. Staff Residence
9. Fleet Garage
10. Bus Barn
11. Dairy Barn
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Directions to ISD: From I-29, take exit 47 (marked Iowa 
School for the Deaf) to the intersection of Highway 92 
and Wabash Avenue/Harry Langdon Boulevard. Turn 
right at stoplight. School entrance is on the left.

ISD Campus Map Nature Center Pond
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12. Careers Building
13. Plant/Power House
14. Elementary/
      Middle School
15. Old Infirmary
16. Long Hall Science       

        Center
17. Old Gymnasium
18. Long Hall/High School
19. Health Center
20. Girls’ Dormitory
21. Audiology

Buildings


