
LOUD & CLEAR!
a 21st century science center for 21st century students 

However, children who grow up deaf 
or hard of hearing do not always 
have the same opportunities as 
their hearing peers. Without strong 
vocabularies, math and science 
terminology can be confusing. 
When it is time to enter the next 
phase of life, this confusion can 
affect a child’s ability to successfully 
compete with a hearing peer.

Today, the nation is relying on a 
young generation to provide future 
expertise in biosciences. Expertise 
that begins as a career interest in 
a science-related field, fostered in 
middle and high school. 

To provide the opportunities deaf 
and hard of hearing students need 
to  be successful adults and work in 
science professions, Iowa School 
for the Deaf is providing a modern 
science center for its middle and 
high school students.  

Because of the project’s widespread 
effect, financial assistance and 
encouragement is needed from 
supporters of ISD and the entire 
community.

  Our daughter was 
born deaf in the 

Yucatan and had no 
language skills when 

we adopted her at 
age 7. Since Carmita 
began attending ISD, 

she has become a 
better communicator, 
more confident and 
more independent 

through immersion 
in ISD’s learning and 

language environment. 
As parents, we know 

Carmita receives special 
programs she needs 
to transition to an 

independent and
productive life. 

— The Wilson Family
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Our children need 
opportunities leading 

to independent and 
productive lives. 

Researching and 
constructing working 

science projects provides 
critical visual learning 

reinforcement for a child 
who is deaf or hard or 

hard of hearing. 

IOWA SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF
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When alumni toured the former 
pool and locker area the fall 
of 2009, they found only load 
bearing walls, a pool filled with 
350 tons of sand and few visual 
reminders of what the space 
once held. Still, alumni remember 
the area.

“I have a lot of memories here, 
but the new science area will be 
great,” said Duane Meyer, who 
graduated in 1981. Meyer and 
his brother, Joe (graduated in 
1984), especially remember the 
area as wrestlers for the Bobcats.
The brothers toured the area 
with Duane’s son, DJ, now an 
8th grader at ISD. DJ is the fifth 
generation to attend ISD.

For the first time, the family 
walked on top of the swimming 

pool. ““There was an air duct above 
the diving board,” said Joe. “We all 
used to try to hit it with our hand when 
jumping off the diving board.” 

A Space Remembered

n Almost 6,000 sq. feet				    n Cramped rooms, most built in the 1930s
n Gas hookups/fume hoods				    n No gas hookups
n Emergency showers					    n No safety showers; Limited chemical experiments conducted
n Outdoor access					     n Some classes traverse two flights of stairs with equipment
n Share technology					     n Distance between buildings makes sharing a challenge
n Accessible ground floor location			   n No elevator access to third floor labs
n Equipped to accommodate science curriculums	 n Won’t be able to meet future curriculum requirements
n Plenty of storage space				    n Storage is spread out among 9 areas
n Terrariums and aquariums				    n No space for ecosystem learning
n Projects studied for days				    n Projects must be disassembled each day and built again

The Need for a New Science Center

2

3
A Glance at the 
new Science Center
1 Access to high school
2 former swimming pool
3 Long hall gymnasium

1

Duane and Joe Meyer (at left and 
right) demonstrated the rich echo 
created by the former locker 
rooms to Duane’s son, DJ (center). 

The Meyers said opposing 
wrestling teams shared locker 
room quarters, with a separate 
area for them. Athletes on both 
teams would peer into the areas, 
sizing up their weight division 
competition.

Turning his thoughts to his own 
science experience at ISD, 
Joe recalled when his class 
performed experiments the 
chemical smells lingered. He 
noted fume hoods (to be present 
in the new center) would have 
been beneficial.

“This center will open new 
doors for students,” said Duane. 
“Maybe we’ll have some famous 
scientists from ISD in the 
future.” n
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New Science Center (Built in 21st Century)		  Current Classrooms/Laboratories (Built in 20th Century)



Project Budget
Construction Estimate:			   $780,000
Site Preparation*				    $300,000
Contingency (7.5%)				    $58,500
General Contractor Overhead (12%)   	 $100,620
Design & Inspection (15%)			   $140,686
Movable & Fixed 
Science Equipment & Casework		  $120,012
			   Total Project Cost: 	 $1,500,000
			   Total Remaining Cost: 	$1,200,000

* Internal funds  of $300,000 have been applied 
for site preparation. Site preparation is finished.

The new Science Center 

will be a modern and 

inviting learning 

environment vital to the 

mission of Iowa School 

for the Deaf in preparing 

its students for the 

world. 

As a shared area for 

both middle school and 

high school, the center 

will enable teachers 

to easily exchange 

ideas, and students 

from both schools can 

learn from one another.  

Equipment will be 

shared, demonstrating 

stewardship of 

resources. Separate  

middle school and high 

school classrooms 

and laboratories will 

enable age-appropriate 

instruction to occur. 

Adequate space will 

be available for 

students to build 

projects and 

study them for 

several days. Visual 

reinforcement is 

critical for ISD’s 

students to review 

and retain what they 

have learned. They do 

not benefit from auditory 

teaching in the same 

manner as their hearing 

peers. 

Ever mindful of natural and financial resources 
entrusted to us, Iowa School for the Deaf takes 
care of the planet in numerous ways. We plant rain 
gardens and monitor water quality of our campus bodies of water. We 
established a prairie area with indigenous plantings. Purple Martin houses can 
be found throughout campus as a haven for this threatened bird species.

To minimize its effect on the environment, ISD has chosen to renovate a 
building for the Science Center rather than build new. Building materials are 
purchased with consideration of the environment, and 
careful uses of other resources will now be possible:
n Remodeling saves 40% of new construction cost
n Natural lighting captured with large energy-efficient windows
n High efficiency lighting system installed with long lamp life
n Rubber-based roof reduces toxic sealants and reflects heat 
n Gutters tie into campus storm water management system
n Rain garden to be established near Science Center
n Shared materials reduce duplicating costly equipment
n More efficient use of time and materials by consolidating  	
    location of classrooms
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Your help is needed to 
build the science center. 

Please see page 4.
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Campaign Steering 
Committee
John Allen

Doug Goodman
Kim Kropp

Kirk Madsen
Jeanne Prickett, EdD

William E. Ramsey 
Tom Schmitt
Tom Whitson

Iowa School for the Deaf 
Foundation Board

John Allen
Catherine Connell

James Heuer
Shirley Hicks

Kim Kropp
Kirk Madsen

Jeanne Prickett, EdD
William E. Ramsey

Thank you for considering a contribution to this project that 
will change the lives of students in Iowa and Nebraska who are deaf and hard 
of hearing. Your gift will enable more students to learn, communicate, succeed 
and better understand themselves and the world around them.

Donations may include gifts of:
n Cash
n Securities
n Charitable trusts
n Bequests
n Retirement fund assets
n Real estate
n Life insurance
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Pledge of Support
Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________ State ____________  Zip _______
E-mail _________________________________________________ Phone ______________________

I wish to support the Iowa School for the Deaf Science Center Capital Campaign. We will contribute the total 
amount of $_____________ over (please indicate one) o 1 year  o 2 years  o 3 years  o 4 years  o 5 years.

Please select one:
o Enclosed is an initial payment of $ ____________________________.
o My first payment will be on or before (month/date/year) ______________.
o Enclosed is my gift in its entirety of $ __________________________.

If this commitment includes a charitable gift annuity or other form of planned/deferred gift, please specify that 
amount here ($_______) and describe the planned gift in the area below.

Signature __________________________________________		  Date ____________________

Please make checks payable to the Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation. 
Your contribution is tax deductible as provided by law.  

Please mail your form and/or gift to:
Iowa School for the Deaf Foundation/Loud and Clear Campaign

3501 Harry Langdon Boulevard
Council Bluffs, IA  51503
Questions: 712.366.0571

Thank you for your support!

For more information about the Science Center, please 
visit the website www.iowaschoolforthedeaf.org, phone 
712.366.0571 or e-mail jprickett@iowaschoolforthedeaf.org.


